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A NATIONWIDE SENSATION! 


M-G-M presents 
THE asad GREAT MUSICAL IN 


“ROSE MARIE” 1 Lone You 


ANN BLYTH « HOWARD KEEL - FERNANDO LAMAS <5 
BERT LAHR - MARJORIE MAIN © with JOAN TAYLOR - RAY COLLINS 


A MERVYN LeROY PRODUCTION 


Screen Play by RONALD MILLAR and GEORGE FROESCHEL 
Based on the Operetta “ROSE MARIE” 
Book and Lyrics by OTTO A. HARBACH and OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN I 
Music by RUDOLF FRIML and HERBERT STOTHART 


Photographed in EASTMAN COLOR * Directed by MERVYN LeROY 





AND YOU'LL 
BE HEARING 
THIS: 


“JULIUS 
CAESAR” 


("I Love You!”) 


Frisco 
12th Week 


Los Angeles 

5th Month 
Detroit 

9th Week 
Wash., D.C. 

9th Week 
Philly 

Oth Week 
Dallas 

4th Week 
Toledo 

2nd Week 
Columbus 

2nd Week 


SENSATIONAL 
NEW OPENINGS: 


Pittsburgh 
Milwaukee 
Buffalo 
Rochester 
Syracuse 


EXCELLENT BIZ: 


Akron 

Canton 

Reading 

Denver 

AND MORE ON 
THE WAY! 


* 


LISTEN FOR 
THIS: 


\RHAPSODY" 
ey (“I Love You!”) 


3rd Week at 
Music Hall swell! 
Off to a solid 
start throughout 
the nation! 








is under 
martial law 
tillwe 
annihilate 
‘THEM'!"’ 


K MONSTROUS HORDE OF WEIRD CRAWLING-GIANTS, CLAWING UP FROM MI 


TRADE SHOWS 
APRIL 7 


THEM 


ALBANY 
Worner Screening Room 

110 W. Pearl St. + 12.30 P.M 
ATLANTA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Rm 
197 Wolton St. N.W. + 2:00 P.M 


BOSTON 
RKO Screening Room 
122 Arlington St. + 2:00 P.M 


STARRING 


BUFFALO 

20th Century-Fox Scr. Room 
290 Fronklin St. - 8:00 P.M 
CHARLOTTE 

20th Century-Fox Scr Room 
308 S. Church St. + 2.00 P.M 
CHICAGO 

Warner Screening Room 

1307 So. Wabash Ave. 1:30 P.M. 


CINCINNATI 

RKO Palace Th. Screening Room 
Poloce Th. Bidg. E. 6th 8:00 P.M 
CLEVELAND 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
2219 Poyne Ave. * 2.00 P.M 
DALLAS 

20th Century-Fox Scr Room 

1803 Wood St. + 2:00 P.M 


DENVER 

Poramount Screening Room 
2100 Stout St. * 2:00 P.M 
DES MOINES 
Poramount Scr Room 

1125 High St. * 12:45 P.M 
DETROIT 

Film Exchange Building 
7310 Coss Ave. 2:00 P.M 


INDIANAPOLIS 

20th Century-Fox Scr. Room 
326 No. lilinois St. + 1-00 P.M 
JACKSONVILLE 

Florido Theatre Bidg. Scr Rm 
128 E. Forsyth St. + 2-00 P.M 


KANSAS CITY 
20th Century-Fox Scr Room 
1720 Wyandotte St. + 1:30 P.M 


LOS ANGELES 
Worner Screening Room 
2025 S. Vermont Ave - 


MEMPHIS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
15) Vance Ave. * 12:15 P.M 
MILWAUKEE 

Warner Theatre Screening Room 
212 W. Wisconsin Ave. 2:00 P.M 


2.00 P.M 


MINNEAPOLIS 

Warner Screening Room 
1000 Currie Ave. 2:00 P.M 
NEW HAVEN 

Warner Theatre Proj. Room 
70 College St. + 2:00 P.M 
NEW ORLEANS 

20th Century-Fox Scr. Room 
200 Liberty St. + 8:00 P.M. 


JAMES WHITMORE - EDMUND GWENN - JOAN WELDON - JAMES ARNESS 





NEW YORK 

Home Office 

321 W. 44th St. * 2.15 PM. 
OKLAHOMA 

20th Century-Fox Scr. Room 
10 North Lee S#. * 1:30 P.M. 
OMAHA 

20th Century-Fox Scr Room 
1502 Davenport St. 1:30 P.M 


WITH 
ONSLOW STEVENS 
SEAN McCLORY 
CHRIS DRAKE 


PHILA oa SALT - or city * Louis 

Wor a= ing Rw 20th Cen Oy Room S'renco Screening Room 
230 No. 13th ns “2.00PM. 316 Eas a aa 1.00 P.M 

mrseur a SAN FRANCISCO 

20th Cen x Scr Room Republic Screening Room 

1715 Bh “y Aes 1:30°.M. 221 Golden Gate Ave. 1:30 P.M 


PORTLAND 
Stor Scr Rm. Mode: 
925. N. W. 19th Ave. 2:00 P.M. 2400 Third Ave. * 0.30 P.M 


Screen Play by TED SHERDEMAN ~ Produced by DAVID WEISBART 
Directed by GORDON DOUGLAS + Music by Bronisiau Kaper 


NOTHING LIKE ITS 


STAGGERING STORY 
EVER HIT THE 
SCREEN BEFORE! 


NOTHING LIKE ITS 
SPECTACULAR 
7, BALLYHOO 

EVER 


HEARD OR | 
SEEN BEFORE! 


AREA-AFTER- AREA 
TO BE SUPER-SATURATED 
WITH TELECAST-AFTER- 
TELECAST AND BROADCAST- 
AFTER-BROADCAST! | 

THE BIGGEST NATIONAL 
DAY AND DATE RELEASE | 
EVER RECORDED! | 


MR. SHOWMAN, THIS IS 


WARNER BROS. 
SHOWMANSHIP! 





“In recognition of their 
imagination, showmanship 
and foresight, an honorary 
award has been voted to 
the 20th Century-Fox Film 
Corporation for introducing 
CinemaScope.” 


Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences 


In the Wonder of 4-TRACK HIGH-FIDELITY STEREOPHONIC SOUND 
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Cheers for COMPO 


HE fact that the campaign for relief from the 
admissions tax was long and arduous makes the 
victory more satisfying. Amid understandable re- 
joicing over the new tax, time should be taken to give 
due credit to COMPO. Without such an all-industry or- 
ganization sparking the fight, tax revision might not 
have been granted theatres. 

Great importance for the future should be attached to 
the point that after being grouped with the “cats and 
dogs” of the amusement business at the beginning of 
the Korean War, theatres are now separately classified 
in the excise regulations. The twenty percent admission 
tax continues to be levied on cabarets, night clubs, pro- 
fessional sporting events, horse and dog races. 

Now that theatre admissions are specially handled the 
way will be open at the appropriate time to press for 
lifting of the ten percent tax on the admissions above 
fifty cents or at least increasing that exemption figure 
substantially. In any event many of the theatres in 
gravest financial straits are those which have been charg- 
ing a net admission price of less than fifty cents. 

Since COMPO embraces the industry every one is 
entitled to share in the credit for the success of the tax 
campaign. Special mention is to be made of Robert 
Coyne, COMPO executive director, Charles McCarthy, 
information director, and Albert Sindlinger, statistical 
expert. Over-all strategy was directed by the tax com- 
mittee headed by Col. H. A. Cole and Pat McGee, work- 
ing with the cooperation of the governing triumvirate of 
Sam Pinanski, Al Lichtman and Wilbur Snaper, who 
succeeded Trueman Rembusch as Allied’s representative 
several months ago. 

Let’s give one cheer more! 


Put Oscar to Work 


r | YHE television program of the Academy Awards 
presentation last week was a triumph for the mo- 
tion picture and its people. One regret is that this 

unusual opportunity to reach tens of millions was used 

to sell automobiles—in 1953 it was TV sets—instead of 
new films. 

Only interest in motion pictures and screen personali- 
ties could attract and hold the attentions of such a great 
audience, yet all the commercials on the program were 
for Oldsmobile! Surely this is a situation that should not 
be allowed to be repeated again. Unlike some industry 
problems, here is one in which the remedial action is 
neither obscure nor complex. As many in exhibition, dis- 
tribution and production—as well as outsiders—have 
suggested, the television program of the presentation of 


MARTIN QUIGLEY, JR., Editor 


April 3, 1954 


the awards of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences should be sponsored by the industry. 

Under industry sponsorship the show should continue 
to be produced annually in all its splendor but it should 
include appropriate reference to the new pictures with 
which the honored artists are associated. Such informa- 
tion would not only be fitting; it would be interesting 
to the home audience throughout the country. The Oscar 
is more than a symbol for past excellent service. Those 
who receive it have new opportunities to exercise their 
talents in current and forthcoming films. 

In the past a few persons have asserted that the in- 
dustry should not sponsor the Academy Awards in the 
competitive medium of television. Those who have taken 
this position should recall that the event happens only 
once a year and the millions who see it at home get re- 
newed enthusiasm for pictures and for stars. Theatres 
are in a position to benefit from this enthusiasm through- 
out the entire year. 

Now—not next year—is the time for the industry to 
make definite arrangements to underwrite the staging 
of the Academy Awards and the network television 
charges. The several hundred thousand dollars involved 
would be well spent: 


The Patron and the Tax 


ECAUSE changes in the admission tax were in- 
B cluded in a general excise bill which reduced many 

taxes, a public relations situation has been created 
for some exhibitors. Each exhibitor must decide for him- 
self, situation by situation, in the light of community and 
competitive conditions, how to establish his new admis- 
sion prices. Care should be exercised to make sure that 
patrons understand the new pricing policy. Many thea- 
tres need all the tax relief granted in order to operate 
with normal profit. In some situations the tax gains will 
be split between theatres and customers. In others, prob- 
ably a small minority, the entire amount of the tax will 
be cut from the prices. Questions from patrons about ad- 
missions should be answered fully and frankly. The pub- 
lic knows the exhibitor has been needing more revenue. 


@ Among the many charitable and humanitarian causes 
actively supported by Barney Balaban, president of 
Paramount Pictures, none has been closer to his heart 
than the Joint Defense Appeal. Therefore, it is especially 
fitting that he should be honored at a dinner inaugurat- 
ing the New York campaign on April 8. Mr. Balaban is 
being saluted for “his efforts in the fight to protect 
American civil rights and liberties.” 


—Martin Quigley, Jr. 











CinemaScope—Pro and Con 


To THE EpITor: 

We were in attendance at the National 
Allied convention in Boston last fall, and 
quite frankly we were as antagonistic as the 
next exhibitor when the subject of Cinema- 

sound came up. 
business and want 


Scope and stereophonic 
However, we like show 
in it and decided to take a chance 
on CinemaScope—that it was the one chance 


for exhibition to survive—both large town 


to Stay 


and small. 

We have just completed seven days of 
“The Robe’—and as we have been told, we 
are the smallest theatre to be equipped for 
CinemaScope and four-channel stereophonic 
sound thus far—we thought you would be 
interested in the reaction of the people in 
our small community. 

Visually, CinemaScope in a small theatre 
is even more impressive than in a large one 
due to the fact that the illusion in grandeur 
and size is greater in a small building—pro- 
viding there is sufficient width. The average 
exhibitor seems to be of the opinion that 
the stereophonic sound is lost in a theatre 
our size. We found the opposite to be true. 
Not only is stereophonic sound far superior 
in quality and reproduction to any theatre 
but we found the directional 
as the CinemaScope 


sound thus far, 
effect just as apparent 
pictures we have seen in larger theatres. 
We did well with the picture and 
our public is awaiting our next 
attractions. We are stating 
these facts with the hope that if this letter 
is published, it will help to inspire con- 


fidence in the 


very 
eagerly 


CinemasScope 


theatres the size of our own 


to take the big step and install CinemaScope 
I] 


with full stereophonic sound as we did. In 
this 


town 


from producer to small 
benefit through 
better CinemaScope products.—J. O. 
GUTHRIE, owner, Karolyn Theatre, New 
London, Ohio; City Hall Theatre, Green- 


wich, ( hiro. 


way everyone 2 


exhibitor, can more 


and 


To THE EpITor: 
An open letter to Spyros P. 
Like the Washington State exhibitor who 


u his plaudits recently in these 


Skouras: 


tendered ; 
columns, I also am an agonized onlooker 
at the wide screen, stereophonic melee, and 
I do not operate a theatre in a large city. 
However. I do own a small amount of 
20th Century-Fox stock. I purchased it in 


memory of the old “State Fair” days—when 


hung on to it 
undiminished as 


in motion pictures, and | 
with faith 
“Titanic.” 

The exhibitor referred to above remarks 
that some people “feel they are being cru- 
cified” by tactics and those of the 
other producers who have followed in your 
Don’t you realize in plain sober 


recently as 


your 


footsteps. 
truth that they are being crucified? 
Hundreds of small men have 
their entire savings invested in the mechan- 
ism for exhibiting motion pictures which 


business 


they assumed to have been standardized in 
technical form. 

Every manufacturer of 
that there time 
“freeze” its design and put it on the market 


a product knows 
comes a where he must 
as is—even though it could probably be 
much further improved in time. The orig- 
inal developers of the motion picture art 
were forced to come to an early compromise 
on the shape of the picture, and to stick to 
it—otherwise the industry could never have 
gotten started. 

You are not original in the desire to go 
outside the existing form of an art for the 
sake of variety, but you do come close to 
originality in your power to force this type 
of change willy-nilly on the practitioners of 
feudal power of what 
death hold 
who you 


your art, and in the 


amounts to life or which you 


over the cxhibitors have raised 
to the position you hold. 
In this day and age lucky to 


hold this power, and it is my opinion that 


you are 


if you abuse it beyond reason it will be 
taken away from you. 

There are around 30 million television 
set owners who are looking at a picture of 
3 x 4 aspect ratio. Not 


could receive a picture of a different shape, 


one of these sets 


or altered in any one of the other 
standards 
their transmission. 


many 
which have been set for 
The O..'S: 


has frozen these standards, and rightly so, 


precise 


Government 


for the protection of both receiver owners 
and station operators all over the country. 
The producers of shows for TV have ac- 
cepted these standards and are doing quite 
well, thank you, in providing a variety of 
entertainment of different kinds. 
Have you ever heard of a sonnet by Keats, 
a concerto by All of the arts 
are characterized by self-imposed forms, 
and the true artist works as willingly within 
this framework as the football player who 


many 


3eethoven ? 


the name Fox was synonymous with quality plays his game by the rules. 


Only the motion picture, which was al- 
most ready to be accepted as an art, has 
seen fit to break the rules, and panicky 
because of a depression in attendance has 
sought by a wholly unwarranted disruption 
of its framework the solution to 
its troubles. 

You cannot fool the public. They know 
that CinemaScope is just a long, thin movie. 
So do all the honest reviewers who have no 


technical 


axe to grind in giving the flagging movie 
industry an undeserved shot in the arm. 

So “The Robe” has out-grossed any movie 
in history. If you count in the old-fashioned 
way by heads of disappointed viewers in- 
stead of inflated 1954 dollars, how has it 
done ? 

Be honest with yourself, Mr. Skouras, 
before it is too late. 

The people still like to go outside their 
home for an evening of community enjoy- 
ment. They will still laugh and cry together 
over a “Lilli” filmed almost entirely on one 
set, or a “Stalag 17” which costs practically 
nothing but abides by tried and true drama- 
tic rules of hundreds of years standing. 

Above ail, the public is intelligent. Do not 
Ask yourself, “Would 
this picture 
myself?” If the answer is not a truly honest 
think twice, Mr. Skouras, before you 


underestimate them. 
I go across the street to see 
“yes,” 
pour any more money into the campaign to 
bulldoze audiences into the theatre by sheer 
weight of size and sound. 

There is still no thrill on television which 
can compete with the way theatre audiences 
cheered Elizabeth Taylor home in “National 
Velvet,” or any commerical-riddled so-called 
strikes 


“Going 


drama in this medium that really 
home like “Bells of St. Mary’s” or 
My Way.” 

You must still 
in Hollywood. 


there 


great 


talent out 
your 


have the 
Give some of 
directors and writers free rein again, be- 
fore they too desert you forever. 

We small exhibitors are still waiting. We 
refuse to dig into our hard-earned savings 
speakers and 


lenses for only one reason: we feel instinc- 


for wide screens and fancy 


tively that they will solve nothing. 

We are waiting, but we can’t wait long. 
You have only a few months to start maki1g 
plain, good movies for us, and releasing 
them without gimmicks, to play on standard 
equipment. 

Otherwise, when the ruins of Cinema- 
Scope lie at your feet, amd you finally look 
around for us, we won’t be there.—J. R. 
COONEY, president, Waldo Theatre Cor- 
poration, Waldoboro, Maine. 
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OTION pictures are among 
M 12 lines of business which 

Standard and Poor’s Invest- 
ment Advisory Survey believes will 
earn 10 per cent or more this year 
than during 1953. Some others are 
aircraft, food chains, chemicals, 
dairy products, tires and rubber 
goods. The survey also predicts 
that among the lines which will de- 
cline in earnings by 10 per cent or 
more is radio-television. 


> Motion Picture Association offi- 
cials say they still have not received 
any appeal from Howard Hughes 
on the board’s fine against RKO 
“French 
Line,” nor have they received pay- 
ment of the fine. They would not 
say how long they’ll wait before do- 
ing something. 


> MGM's “Julius Caesar” has pulled 
in more than $1,500,000. This is from 
38 runs. The New York City run, 
incidentally, now in its tenth month, 
accounts for $500,000. The film will 
have 75 more openings during April. 
It still has no general release. 


> The official Government film of 
the first H-bomb explosion in 
November, 1952, is finally being re- 
leased for theatre and television 
showing, starting April 7. 


> It is apparent despite lack of offi- 
cial confirmation at midweek, that 
Walt Disney Productions is flirting 
with big-time television production. 
The board of directors at press time 
was reported to have put aside ap- 
proval of a deal with the American 
Broadcasting Company, pending 
further negotiation. The board met 
at Burbank, Cal. Earlier, ABC di- 
rectors were said to have approved 
the proposals which were by Roy 
Disney, president of the film com- 
pany, and Robert E. Kintner, net- 
work president. They are reported 


“Jor ves D. Ivers, News Editor: 


to be for a one hour weekly show on 
film; and also for operation of a 
southern California amusement park 
to be known as Disneyland. This 
latter would apparently be a locale 
for film production and a tourist at- 
traction. 


» Says the Polaroid Corporation: 
public acceptance of 3-D has grown. 
Its 1953 report also points to su- 
perior draw against “flat” versions. 
Polaroid covering all its enterprises, 
reports a net profit of $1,415,021. Its 
1952 profit was $597,210. 


> Paradox in Italy: The HERALD 
correspondent in Rome reports that 
Piero Piccioni, whose involvement in 
a recent murder scandal threatened 
to topple the middle-of-the-road 
government in which his father is 
Foreign Minister, also contributed 
the musical score to a film called 
“La Spiaggia,” described as “open 
Communist propaganda.” 


> The editor of the West Virginia 
“News,” Ronceverte, W. Va., has 
his own theory of what happened 
to the motion pictures and what 
now will happen. Exhibitor J. C. 
Shanklin, a close friend of the edi- 
tor, forwards an article in which he 
says: “The more we see of tele- 
vision the more convinced we be- 
come that we have been wasting a 
lot of sympathy for the future of the 
movies. They have nothing to fear 
if they stick to entertainment. Let 
the movies forsake all forms of 
propaganda, political and otherwise, 
and that includes racial relations 
propaganda, and they will recover 
and enlarge a healthy clientele.” 


> The Senate Small Business Com- 
mittee’s new criticism of Allied 
States Association for insisting on 
arbitration of film rentals will not 
alter Allied’s stand, Allied officials 
insist. 
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ENLISTING THE INDUSTRY for the Red 
Cross drive in New York, which must raise 
$5,900,000. The scene at the Metropolitan 
Club, in that city, Tuesday, as Spyros 
Skouras, 20th-Fox president, and chairman 
of the industry committee, convened its 
members at luncheon. The speaker is Mr. 
Skouras. With him are George H. Coppers, 
National Biscuit Company president and 
general chairman of the Red Cross cam- 
paign; actress Vanessa Brown; actress 
Phyllis Hill; LeRoy A. Lincoln, Metropolitan 
Life Insurance board chairman and national 
campaign vice-chairman; and William J. 
German. The local industry goal is $44,600. 


by the Herald 


SIGNING GREER 
GARSON for 
"Strange Lady in 
Town". With Miss 
Garson are Jack L. 
Warner, right, exec- 
utive producer, and 


Mervyn LeRoy, who IN ATHENS, posing at the home of West- 


will direct. Mr. Le- ern New York State circuit owner Nikitas 
Roy previously di- D. Dipson: Mr. and Mrs. James Coston, 
rected Miss Garson of Standard Theatres, Chicago: and Mr. 


in starring roles for and Mrs. Dipson. 


MGM. 


AT THE RECEP- 
TION following the 
wedding in London 
of Arthur S. Abeles, 
Warners’ director 
for Great Britain. 
At left, Dr. Eric 
Fletcher; Mrs. 
Abeles, the former 
Mrs. Audrey. Han- AMERICO ABOAF, foreign sales manager 
son-Lawson; Wolfe for Universal International, as he spoke to 
Cohen, Warner trade reporters last week in the New York 
International _ presi- home office after his return from the Film 
dent: and Mr. Festival in Brazil and visits to other countries. 
Abeles. See page 34. 


by the Herald 
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INTRODUCING THE 
SUPER-PANATAR 


THE DEVICE, above. At the right, Dr. Robert Gottschalk displays 
his creation to the press. Below, some who attended the New York 
demonstration: left, Arthur Steele, Al Suchman, Louis Golding; 
center, Eugene Pleshette, Bob Shapiro; right, SuperScope inventors 
Joseph and Irving Tushinsky and producer Sam Spiegel, center. 


MAKING HIS FIRST VISIT. 
Eugene P. Walsh, center, recently 
elected vice-president and treas- 
urer of Universal International, is 
guest at a studio reception. With 
him are James Pratt, executive 
manager; Edward Muh, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of production; Gil- 
bert Kurland, production manager; 
and Morris Weiner, studio man- 
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IN HOLLYWOOD, 
as the Motion Pic- 
ture Sound Editors 
presented their first 
annual award to 
producer George 
Pal and Paramount 
Pictures, for ‘War 
of the Worlds". At 
the right, Mr. Pal; 
actress Pat Crow- 
ley, who presented 
the citation: and as- 
sociate producer 
Frank Freeman, Jr. 


SPEAKER, at the or- 
ganizational meeting 
last week in New York 
of the Federation of 
Motion Picture Coun- 
cils: Marjorie G. Daw- 
son, associate director 
of the Motion Picture 
Association of Amer- 
ica community rela- 
tions department. 





TAX VICTORY: 10%. 
20 CENTS EXEMPT 


by J. A. OTTEN 


WASHINGTON: Emerging from a long, hard, two-year 
battle of the Congress over admission taxes, led vigorously 
by COMPO, the motion picture industry this week yelled 


“Victory !” 








Total 
Price 


15¢ 


As President Eisenhower here Wednesday affixed his 20 16 


signature to the excise tax measure immediately before 


25 . 


the April 1 deadline, the industry counted its blessings, 30 
and they were more than had been expected earlier. 35 

From a compromise committee of House and Senate 40 
conferees had.come Monday night an exemption from all 45 
tax on tickets costing up to and inclusive of 50 cents, as 50 
well as the reduction of the tax itself from 20 per cent to 55 
10 per cent. The reduction was basically agreed to by 60 
each house separately, while the 50-cent exemption was 65 
a compromise from the Senate’s unexpected—and very 70 
welcome—action of last week in calling for an exemption 75 


of tickets inclusive of 60 cents. 


80 


COMPO officials estimate that 9,000 theatres in the 85 


U. S. will now be tax exempt. 


Committee officials estimated that the admissions tax 
provision as finally approved would cost the United States 
Treasury about $190,000,000 a year in admissions tax 


revenue. 


The conferees went along with COMPO 
important aspect: The tax rate on 
the higher-priced tickets would be 
each 10 major 
thereof, as provided in the Senate bill. The 
House bill had made the rate one cent for 
each 10 cents or fraction even if the frac- 
minor COMPO had 
argued this would be especially important 
with respect to children’s and 
tickets for smaller theatres. 


in an 
one per 


cent for cents or fraction 


tion were a fraction. 


admissions 


A major fraction, Congressional tax ex- 
Thus a 
54-cent ticket would be taxed five cents, a 
55-cent ticket would be taxed five cents, but 
a 56-cent ticket six cents. 

Col. H. A. Cole and Pat McGee, co-chair- 
men of COMPO’s tax committee, in a state- 
after the President signed the 
bill, said the 50-cent exemption in addition 
to benefiting 9,000 theatres, 


perts ruled, is six cents or more. 


would be taxed 


ment issued 


would remove 
than 
put on a 
sounder footing another 1,300 now in 


the threat of bankruptcy from more 


4800 small town houses and 


a mar- 
ginal position. He also predicted that as 
1,000 theatres, 


cause of the 20 per cent tax, would be able 


many as forced to close be- 
to reopen, 

statement, Sam Pinanski, 
co-chairman of COMPO, cautioned that 
despite the help the industry -will get from 
tax relief many problems still remain to 
be solved. Praising the work of Col. Cole, 
Mr. McGee and Robert Coyne for their 
leadership, he said, “the potency of intra- 


In a separate 


industry cooperation has been amply demon- 


strated. It must continue. We must plan 


12 


90 
95 
$1.00 


Admission 


12¢ 


THE OLD AND NEW SCALES 


Old Tax——__ —New Tax———_ 
Tax Admission Tax 


3¢ I5¢ 
4 20 
Zo 
30 | Exempt 
35 | from tax 
40 
45 
50 
*x 
55 
59 
64 
68 
73 
77 
82 
16 86 
17 9I 


oO MWOOnNnnN oOo UI 


* Tax not breakable for this total admission price. 





the establishment of a strong, solidly based 
permanent intra-industry organization.” 

In another aftermath, a “solemn warning” 
to exhibition that it guard the 


tax cut from being exploited by local govern- 


admission 


ment agencies was sounded by Alfred Starr, 
former president of the Theatre Owners of 
America. He coupled the warning with a 
second admonition which he called a “worse 
threat.” Distribution, he charged, will accept 
the cut as a “signal to increase rentals.” 


COMPO Cites 
Tax Status 


The Council of Motion Picture Organiza- 
tions in the fifth ad in “Editor and Pub- 
lisher” March 27 made it clear to newspaper 
the industry 
to Congress, what would happen when the 
expected tax cut went into effect. 

“Many theatres will be able to pass the 
tax saving to the public in the form of low- 
ered admission prices,” the ad said. “But, 
have tried to make clear in these 
advertisements, others that will 
find such a reduction in price impossible. 

“The reason this is under- 
stand,” it points out. “Prevented from 
adequately raising their prices during in- 
flation by the 20 per cent Federal admission 


editors, as spokesmen have 


as we 
there are 


for easy to 


tax, which acted as a ceiling, these theatres 
have been operating at a loss for years, If 
they don’t keep for themselves the slight 





Old and new style tickets for New York's 


Radio City Music Hall. The ticket at top 
shows the admission total before tax reduc- 
tion, and below is the new look. 


saving represented in the admission tax cut 
they will have gone out of business.” 

All this was made clear in the testimony 
of industry representatives before the House 
Ways and Means Committee last April. The 
ad cites the testimony of Pat [ 
Denver, one of the industry representatives, 
who 


McGee of 


“Maybe one man (meaning an 
exhibitor) will give it all back, maybe his 
neighbor, the man across the street, 
and perhaps 
some who are in a desperate state will retain 
it all and still struggle.” 


said: 


will 
try to give back part of it, 
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CINEMASCOPE PROMISE 
REAFFIRMED BY SKOURAS 


Fox Heads Cite Advances, 
Advantages in System 
for All Exhibitors 


by VINCENT CANBY 

This week once again it was Cinema- 
Scope, the first and foremost of all the 
scopes, which dominated the news. The oc- 
casion was a luncheon at New York’s Plaza 
Hotel with Spyros Skouras, 20th-Fox presi- 
dent, as host to 75 members of the industry 
and lay press. Led by Mr. Skouras, 20th- 
Fox’s first team of executives presented the 
latest in the CinemaScope story, four high- 
lights of which were: 


@ A reaffirmation that 20th-Fox 
will guarantee profit to every ex- 
hibitor who plays a 20th-Fox 
CinemaScope production. 


q A promise that within the next 
30 to 40 days the company will 
hold both here and abroad tests of 
four-track, magnetic stereophonic 
sound versus single track sound, 
to be in conjunction with demon- 
strations to exhibit technical ad- 
vances in CinemaScope photog- 
raphy. 


@ Announcement of reduction by 
Bausch & Lomb of the price of 
CinemaScope projection attach- 
ments to $547.50 for a small size 
unit and $597.50 for a large size 
unit, or $1,095 per small pair and 
$1,195 per large pair. 


@ Announcement of completion 
of seven new CinemaScope cam- 
era lenses of increased focal 
lengths which provide greater 
flexibility, range and depth. 


The Monday presentation was a carefully 
staged affair, designed to present the latest 
CinemaScope developments, in relation to 
all that has gone before in its evolution, 
while at the same time presenting cogent 
answers to questions raised recently by pro- 
moters of other ’scope systems. 


by the Herald 


A MOMENT for tribute. Spyros Skouras, left, 20th-Fox president, presiding at the press 
conference Monday in New York, pauses as Charles Einfeld, vice-president, reads a 
telegram from a prominent producer, asking for permission to use the new CinemaScope 
photographing lenses. Center, W. C. Michel, executive vice-president. 


Mr. Skouras presided, introducing key 
men of the 20th-Fox staff to discuss in de- 
tail the various phases of the CinemaScope 
story. Sharing the speaking chore were Al 
Lichtman, director of distribution; Maurice 
Silverstone, president of 20th Century-Fox 
International; Earl Sponable, head of the 
company’s research department; Herbert 
Bragg, assistant to Mr. Sponable, and Wil- 
liam C. Michel, executive vice-president. 

Mr. Skouras and the other company offi- 
cials emphasized repeatedly that 20th-Fox 
“welcomes” the introduction of new proc- 
esses and techniques which will help win 
and hold public interest for motion pictures 
in the competitive battle with television. At 
the same time, they left no doubt that in their 
minds CinemaScope has no rival on the 
scene yet. 

“In developing CinemaScope,” 
Skouras, 
bring back the large masses of people to 
the motion picture box office. Our aim at all 


Mr. 


“we have had only one goal: to 


said 


times has been to keep the theatres of the 


world and because we 


know that their welfare and their success is 


prosperous open, 


our own success. .. . CinemaScope has made 
this not just a hope but a reality 
atre in the United States which has 
a CinemaScope picture has made a _ profit 

“We have said before and we now re-state 
that 20th Century-Fox guarantees a_ profit 
exhibitor on inemaScope 
This, 


would consist of a review of thi 


Every the 


pl ived 


to every every ( 


picture.” officials explained earlier, 
rental terms 
of a CinemaScope picture if the exhibitor 
finds he has not made a profit. 

Mr. Skouras that the c 


has invested $15,900,000 in the 


revealed ompany 


process. This 


includes guaranteed minimum number of 


sales of lenses, stereophonic sound equip 


ment and screens, research and promotion, 
among other things. It does not include any 
film production costs. Despite the fact that 
20th-Fox had not yet recouped all of 


(¢ ontinued on page 16) 


its 1n- 





CINEMASCOPE vs. ITS PREDECESSORS 


A comparison of the grosses on the first five CinemaScope 
features with previous regular features is shown below. 
the exception of "Gone with the Wind," used as a base for 


Weeks in 
Production Release 


The Robe . 25 
Millionaire ... Ms 18 
12-Mile Reef eee 13 
Khyber Rifles 12 
Hell & High Water..... 4 


Theatre 
Gross 


$24,600,000 
8,500,000 
3,872,000 
2,653,000 
1,473,600 


Bookings 


With 


Production 
Gone with the Wind 


Film Rental 


1,370 $13,263,238 
813 3,728,001 
454 1,558,006 
473 1,306,346 

99 518,739 


Anne of Indies 
Pony Soldier 
Destination Gobi 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondes 34 


"The Robe," the pictures were chosen because they had approxi- 
mately the same stars or production values as the CinemaScope 
features. 


Weeks in 
Release Bookings 


52 5,450 
10,418 
123 14,117 
69 14,703 
52 12,004 


Film Rental 


$13,500,000 
4,433,981 
1,271,400 
1,622,000 
1,048,124 
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The hate-Beast _ 
who lives to Kill 6 
isloose in =m 


LEONARD GOLDSTEIN 


presents 


“ Color by TECHNICOLOR 


cameron MITCHELL: anne BANCROFT 


Raymond Burr - Charlotte Austin - Peter Whitney - Lee Marvin - Warren Stevens - 


Produced by ROBERT L. JACKS - Directed by HARMON JONES - written by LEONARD PRAS 


A Panoramic Production 
Released by 20th Century-Fox 


a -- 





He’sinthe aisles! 
‘ He’s in the balcony! 
\\ He's everywhere 


John G. Kellogg j ; : . Oe 2 
KINS and BARNEY SLATER gt It’s a onowme Natural % 
eT from the! word Seadtasoomemataes: ber 
book, start planning your campaign now! Sure-fire ads! 
Pages of ticket-selling exploitation ideas . . . ballyhoo, 
special fronts, novel lobby displays, contests for fans 
of all ages! Get behind this great attraction . 
there’s real money in it! 
AVAILABLE IN MAY! DATE IT NOW! 





CINEMASCOPE 





(Continued from page 13) 


vestment in equipment, Mr. Skouras said, it 
had recommended to Bausch 
& Lomb that it reduce the price of the lenses 
April 1. 


Refer 


nevertheless 


as of 
the insistence 


reophonic sound, the 20th-Fox chief 


ing to company’s 
upon st 
said, ‘‘We can easily abandon our policy. We 
and 
their 


heroes—but 
theatres 


would then be thousands 


thousands of would close 
doors.” 
The con 
once again 
\llied States 


sing ] 


ipany, he continued, will approach 


Theatre Owners of America and 


Association for a series of 


track versus stereophonic sound tests, 
expre ssed hope that 
1 in each exchange area “to 
Should the 
overwhelmingly reject stereophonic 


and | committees 


would be selecte: 
bring their own findings.” 
industry 
sound, he said, 20th-Fox would “give every 
ition” to the possibility of giving up 
li 


} 
considet 


its pre S¢ lat score. 


Mr. Licl 


“bastardize 


policy on tl 


itman, hitting at those who would 


the medium,” outlined his senti- 
the company’s conviction of the 


ents and 


for stereophonic sound. 


Repeats Fox Policy on 
Exhibitor Credit Aid 


He 


aiding small] 


also reiterated 


20th-Fox’s policy ot 


exhibitors who wish to equip 
In no 
instance, he 20th-Fox 
| been asked to help the exhibitor gain 


Nas 
long-term credit, has the company failed the 


but who do not have the ready cash. 


declared, where has 


exhibitor. 
On the question of product, Mr. 


Cinema Sci 


Lichtman 
ype productions now in 
re the cameras or planned, num- 
us figure includes 30 from 20th- 


from Warner 15 


vo from Universal, eight from Col 


Brothers, from 


e trom Walt Disney, two trom 
Allied Artists. 
the 20th 


rtists and one from 
enunciated 


L1SO 


double feature programs. 


7 a | 4 se ’ - 
pe,’ he said, ““we’re trying 
uintaining that the 


been liked by the 


ing the press on the foreign field, 
rstone that “The Robe” 
running 400 per cent greater than 


y’s previous record grTosser, “The 


deciared 


Kilimanjaro.” 
"4 


nas 


In 79 engagements 
grossed more than the 
picture 


av- 


Fox does in 18,000, he 


1,000 theatres abroad, he reported, 


‘> (am ‘ 
We ate » - 
EARL |. SPONABLE, 20th-Fox research di- 
rector, as he displayed, explained and lauded 
the new series of Bausch and Lomb lenses 
at the Monday luncheon in New York. 


now are equipped or are in process of being 
equipped for CinemaScope, and he added the 
prediction that by the end of the year 5,000 
or more theatres will be able to handle the 
medium. 

CinemaScope’s technical advances and the 
reasons for its superiority were the subjects 
handled by Mr. Sponable and Mr. Bragg. 

Describing the seven new Bauch & Lomb 
CinemaScope camera lenses, Mr. Sponable 
said that 
13mm to 
field angles, from 122 degrees to 18 degrees, 


their focal lengths from 


152mm, or in terms of horizontal 


range 


inclusive. These, he said, will improve the 
definition of CinemaScope pictures, in addi- 
tion to giving the director greater flexibility. 
The superior quality of these “taking lenses,” 
he said, would be demonstrated in conjunc- 
tion with the forthcoming sound tests. 
Commenting on prismatic or variable ana- 
morphic lenses—two of which were demon 
strated recently in New York, the 20th-Fox 
research chief said the company had tested 
found them 


England and 


fuzzy around the edges in short throws and 


such devices in 
is expensive as cylindrical lenses for very 
long throws in large theatres or drive-ins. 
It is “unlikely,” he said, that as good results 
can be obtained with a variable lens as “one 
designed to do a specific job.” 

\t the same time he affirmed his faith in 
photographing “‘anamor- 


the principle of 


phicly” (with an anamorphic camera lens) 
rather than shooting with a conventional 
lens and making anamorphic prints in the 
laboratory. “There is a better quality in 
blowup work,” he said. If producers gener- 
ally should take up the recommendation of 
the Tushinsky brothers and make anamor- 





FOX MORE THAN DOUBLES EARNINGS 


Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corporation and wholly-owned subsidiaries Tuesday 
reported consolidated net earnings of $4,560,887 for the year ended December 26, 
1953. This amounted to $1.65 per share on the 2,769,486 shares of common stock 
outstanding. Comparable operations for the year 1952 showed net earnings of 
$2,178,117 which amounted to $.78 per share. The net earnings for the fourth 
quarter ended December 26, 1953, amounted to $3,127,850 as compared with 


$900,849 for the fourth quarter of 1952. 





Photos by the Herald 
HERBERT BRAGG, 20th-Fox research author- 
ity, as he told of trial-and-error, evolved 
improvements, and advantages of magnetic 
sound used in CinemaScope. With him is dis- 
tribution director Al Lichtman. 


phic prints available in ratios of 1:85-to-1 
and 2-to-1, rather than CinmeScope’s 2:55- 
to-1 ratio, Mr. Sponable said an adopter 
would be available from Bausch & Lomb for 
ittachment to the CinemaScope projector 
device, thus making unnecessary the pur- 
chase of an entire new lens. 

Mr. Bragg defended 20th-Fox’s magnetic 
stereophonic sound policy on both the price 
and technical levels. At least three tracks are 
required, he said, for the best stereophonic 
effects. Single track 
sound, he said, is limited in frequency re- 
sponse, volume and range. 


directional optical 


Savings Are for Producers, 
Labs, Not for Exhibitors 


The single optical track directional sys- 
tem he described as a saving principally for 
played 

man- 


the producer (whose prints can be 
either in the 
ner) and the laboratory, and practically none 
at all for the exhibitor who still must pur- 


conventional or stereo 


chase the horns, amplifiers, wiring, etc., as 
with magnetic stereo sound. He also ven- 
tured the opinion that stereo sound is just 
as important to the theatre as the 
large, adding that some theatre managers 
better in the small theatres 


where there are frequently fewer acoustical 


small 
believe it is 


problems. 

The 
drive-ins was touched upon earlier by Mr. 
Lichtman, pro predicted that drive-in oper- 
ators will get on the bandwagon and install 


subject of stereophonic sound at 


the necessary equipment. He said that since 
the first drive-in CinemaScope showing, at 
the Motor-Vu, Salt Lake City, he had re- 
ceived many enquiries on how to get ready 
for CinemaScope. He also read a telegram 
from Claude Ezell, of Texas, telling of the 
enthusiastic reception in Dallas last week to 
the drive-in showing of “Prince Valiant” at 
the Buckner Boulevard drive-in. 


Editor Talks to NYU Group 

Martin Quigley, Jr., editor of The 
HERALD, addressed the Pre-Bar Associa- 
tion of the law school of New York Univer- 
sity, Wednesday, March 31, on the subject 
“Movies, Morals and the Law.” 
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Court Clears 


Way for RKO 
Hughes Deal 


The way wa cleared for the carrying 
through of the Howard Hughes-RKO Pic- 
tures deal last Friday when Chancellor Col- 
lins Seitz, in Wilmington, Del., ruied against 
two minority stockholders seeking to enjoin 
the sale of the company to Mr. Hughes. 

Chancellor Seitz, 
brought by Louis Schiff and Jacob Sacks, 


in dismissing the suit 


wrote a 34-page opinion. 

Under the deal, which according to the 
Hughes offer, had to be consummated not 
later than 10 A.M, Friday, April 2, stock- 
holders were to receive their pro-rata share 
of the purchase price, consisting of $6 for 
each share tendered for redemption. The 
Hughes $23,489,478 offer set the Friday 
deadline for the transfer of the company’s 
assets to Mr. Hughes. 

Chancellor Seitz found that the plaintiffs 
had failed to sustain the burden of proof 
of showing fraud or bad faith and that they 
were not entitled to an injunction. The 
chancellor also noted that the plaintiffs have 
not pressed for a receiver, and assumed that 
this action 

The chancellor’s 
judgment on the merits in favor of the 
defendant RKO. 
ing a four-day hearing early in March and 
the vote of the RKO stockholders in Dover, 
Del., last week which approved the offer. 

Meanwhile in Las Vegas, Nev., the RKO 
Pictures minority stockholders suit pending 
against Mr. Hughes was dismissed Tuesday 
by the District Court of Nevada. Plaintiffs 
were Eli and Marion Castleman and Louis 
Feurerman. 


MGM Plans 
il. 3 Months 


MGM has revised its tentative schedule 
of releases and will make available to ex- 
hibitors 11 pictures from April to August. 
In the new program announced for the 
coming months, “Gone With the Wind” is 
definitely set for release in July on wide 
screen. It will be continued in its original 
220-minute length. Nine of the 11 pictures 
are in color, the two exceptions being 
“Executive Suite” and “Prisoner of War.” 

“Julius Caesar” will make a 12th picture 
and will be continued to be handled with an 
eye toward special bookings. 

For April the schedule provides for 
“Gypsy Colt,” with Donna Corcoran, Frances 
Dee; “Rhapsody,” Elizabeth Taylor, Vit- 
torio Gassman; “Executive Suite,” William 
Holden, June Allyson and Fredric March. 

Set for May is “Prisoner of War,” Ron- 
ald Reagan, Dewey Martin and “Flame of 
the Flesh,” Lana Turner, Pier Angeli. 

In June there are two releases: ‘Men of 


abandoned. 
decision 


was 
concluded a 


The decision came follow- 
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PROMISE TOP PRODUCT ONLY 
AT PARAMOUNT'S PAGEANT 


Irving Kaplan, Sam Rinzler, Norman Elson. 


Richard Brandt, Tom Rodgers. 


Exhibition was informed by Paramount 
Monday that the company henceforth will 
deliver top product exclusively "because 
theatre men want and need such pictures 
to make money." 

A. W. Schwalberg, president of Para- 
mount Film Distributing Corp., and Don 
Hartman, Paramount Pictures executive 
producer, outlined this policy from the 
screen of 26 theatres in as many key cities 
to audiences of exhibitors, bookers and 
critics, who attended the initial presenta- 
tion of the week's Paramount Pictures 
Pageant. 


Walter Brecher 


by the Herald 


Edward Bell, Leon Rosenblatt, Sam Einhorn. 


Harold Klein, Julius Joelson. 


The two Paramount executives spoke to 
the audiences in specially made short sub- 
jects that were included in the program 
presenting “Elephant Walk," “About Mrs. 
Leslie" and "Knock on Wood." By the end 
of the week the Pageant program was to 
have been presented in 34 key cities. 

Mr. Schwalberg and other Paramount 
sales executives Monday attended the 
home office preview showings in New York 
for metropolitan area exhibitors. Divisior. 
and branch managers were hosts at the 
pageant screenings in their respective terri- 
tories. 





the Fighting Lady,” Van Johnson, Walter 
Pidgeon, “The Student Prince,” in 
CinemaScope with Ann Blyth, Edmund 
Purdom. 

July will have the new release of 
With the Wind,” 
Gable, Lana Turner. 

In August there are “Seven Brides for 
Seven Brothers,” CinemaScope, Howard 
Keel and Jane Powell; “Her Twelve Men,” 
Greer Garson, Robert Ryan. 

Completed and still in the final stages of 
3eau Brummel,” Elizabeth 


“Brigadoon,” 


and 


“Gone 


and “Betrayed,” Clark 


editing are five: “ 
Taylor, Stewart Granger; 

CinemaScope, Gene Kelly, Van Johnson; 
“Crest of the Wave,” Gene Keily; “Valley 
of the Kings,” Robert Eleanor 
Parker. In addition to these there are five 
productions in preparation, namely “Athena,” 
“The Last Time I Saw Paris,” “The Glass 
Slipper,” Fire” and ‘“Jupiter’s 
Darling.” 


Taylor, 


“Green 


Affirm Dismissal of 


National Screen Suit 
PHILADELPHIA: The _ United 
\ppeals here Wedne sday 


Lawlot 


tates 
affirmed 
Pantzer 


Court of 
the dismissal of the 
suit against National 
poration and all motion picture distributors 


and 
Screen Service Cor- 
The decision was unanimous. 

Mr. Mr. Lawlor, as the Jn 
dependent Poster Exchange, filed the suit in 
1949, claiming monopoly and viclation of 
the anti-trust laws. In November, 1953, 
Chief Judge Kirkpatrick of the U. S. Dis 


trict Court granted a motion to dismiss thi 


Pantzer and 


action. The Poster Exchange appealed, r« 
sulting in Wednesday’s decision. 

Praising the “oratifying,” 
Herman Robbins, National 
Screen, said “National Screen will continue 


dismissal as 
president ot 
its efforts to render useful services at modest 
prices to exhibitors.” 





Cash In On The Biggest Movie News 


PARAMOUNT S CROWD-PULLING 


ROMAN HOLIDAY 


with the Academy Award performance for 


BEST ACTRESS OF THE YEAR 


AUDREY HEPBURN 


GREGORY AUDREY 


PECK ... HEPBURN 
in William Wyler’s 


production o 


ROMAN HOLIDAY 
with EDDIE ALBERT 


Produced and Directed by William Wyler 
Screenplay by lan McLellan Hunter and John Dighton 
Story by lan McLellan Hunter oO 


MORE ACADEMY AWARDS-—to Edith Head for its 
costumes — and to lan McLellan Hunter for its story. 


STALAG 17 


with the Academy Award performance for 


BEST ACTOR OF THE YEAR 


STALAG 17 


WILLIAM DON OTTO } 
_ HOLDEN- TAYLOR- PREMINGER 


Produced and Directed by Billy Wilder 
Written for the screen by Billy Wilder and Edwin Blum — 
ee 


ces 





Of The Year By Dating Immediately 


ACADEMY AWARD ATTRACTIONS! 


Never before has the awarding of the Oscars 
aroused such widespread interest. The TV and radio 
audience totaled over 60 million theatregoers in every 
city, village and hamlet in America—with headlines 
in every newspaper from coast to coast! We’re 
ready to give extra fast service, plus special 
Academy Award campaign material, to all the alert 
showmen who are rushing to book Paramount's 
winners. The quicker you act, the bigger the profits! 


l 


SHANE is hotter than a smoking gun too because 
the Irving Thalberg Award for Distinguished Achievement 























went to its producer-director, George Stevens, and it won 
the color cinematography Oscar for Loyal Griggs. 


THE WAR OF THE WORLDS has new sensation-value 
because millions have just heard that it grabbed the Oscar 





for special effects, devised by its producer, George Pal. 


SENATE GROUP REPEATS: 





RENTALS NOT 


ARBITRATABLE 


Smali Business Unit Backs 
Industry Attempts for 
System Without Allied 


WASHINGTON 
_ommiuttee 

statement that filn 
subject of 


The Senate Small Busi- 
last 


rentals are not the propet 


ness reiterated its year’s 
irbitration, and endorsed the in- 
dustry’s decision to go and try to 
work out an arbitration system despite Al- 
lied States Association’s refusal to take part 

This was contained in the official version 


ahead 


of the Committee’s 1953 annual report, filed 
in the Senate last week. It was omitted from 
an earlier version which had been released 
as the official committee 


report, but which turned out to have been 


by the committee 
a Staff report, not fully concurred in by Sen. 
Schoeppel (R., Kans.). He was chairman of 
the subcommittee last 

gated film industry trade practices. 


which year investi- 


Cuts Justice Criticism 


version also toned 


The new down some- 
what the earlier version’s criticisms of the 
Justice still 
strong disapproval of the pre-release prac- 
and other distributor trade practices, 
still indicated about the 
Justice Department’s activities in this field. 

Senator Schoeppei later took the Senate 
floor to Say that he still had not had time to 
go over the earlier version as carefully as 
he would have liked, but that he had man- 
ized to make certain 
He said he had been 
release to the press of the earlier report on 
March 16, and that he 
sion “contained inconsistencies and substan- 
from the film subcommit- 
last August. He had 
fore insisted on certain changes, he said. 


Department, but indicated 
tice 


and misgivings 


“minimum changes.” 
“amazed” to learn of the 


felt the earlier ver- 


tial differences” 


tees report ot there- 

The earlier version, on the subject of ar- 
bitration, 
ment over arbitrating film rentals, and ex- 


erely said there was disagree- 
pressed the hope that this would not be al- 
lowed to break up the efforts for an arbitra- 


tion system. 
See No Bar to Arbitration 


The official version filed last week pointed 
out that the film last 
August had stated unequivocally that it does 


committee’s report 
not believe film rentals should be the subject 
and that a distributor is en 
titled to the best possible price for product. 


ot arbitration 


“That position, in the committee’s opinion, 
is a sound one and it reiterates it here,” the 
final report said. “There is no reason to be- 
lieve that the non-inclusion of film rentals 
arbitrable matter prevent the 
working out of a successful arbitration sys- 


as an will 
tem. The committee has noted with approval 


20 





MYERS ATTACKS 
"DOGMATICISM" 


WASHINGTON: Commenting on the 
Senate Small Business Committee's 
reaffirmation of its belief that film 
rentals should not be arbitrated, 
Abram F. Myers, Allied States Asso- 
ciation general counsel, said he found 
it “rather astonishing that the Com- 
mittee should be so dogmatic about 
an issue that was not developed be- 
fore it by oral testimony in the hear- 
ings." 





the formal invitation extended by the dis- 
tributor groups to exhibitors to again sit 
down for the purpose of reaching agreement 

“It also notes with approval that despite 
the fact that one exhibitor organization re- 
fuses to confer, a number of other exhibitor 
organizations have agreed to go ahead in an 
effort to gradually overcome many of the 
industry’s problems. The committee cannot 
too strongly emphasize its belief that a vol- 
untary arbitration system will do much to 
get the motion picture exhibitors and dis- 
tributors out of constantly publicly airing 
their differences.” 

The other 
Schoeppel from the earliet 
committee report 
out certain slaps at the Justice Department’s 
anti-trust 
committee’s basic criticisms of the depart- 


changes made by Senator 
version of the 
seemed aimed at taking 

without 


division, removing the 


ment’s policy. 
Still Critical, However 


still 
the committee cannot understand why the 
division approved the “flat sum” method of 
pricing before it determined whether the 
pre-release practice involved illegal clear- 


For example, the new version Says 


ances and price fixing. However, the report 
eliminates a sentence in the earlier report 
that this decision will “provoke consterna- 
tion in the ranks of the independent exhibi- 
en 

The new report still says that if the spirit 
of the law is to be observed, the limitations 
placed upon clearance itself should be ap- 
plied to the pre-release period, but deletes 
an earlier sentence that “the main issue en- 
compasses the spirit as well as the letter of 
the injunctions in the Paramount case.” 

The final report still criticizes RKO for 
its handling of the Reuben Shor case, but 
eliminates a sentence in the earlier report 
that “ a matter of conjecture 
why the Anti-Trust Division failed to issue 
Other 


it is even now 


even a reprimand in this case.’ 


changes were in keeping with these. 


Installation 
Of Perspecta 
Is Urged 


All theatre 
housekeepers” 


also are “good 
were advised last week by 


Paramount president, to 


owners who 


Barney Balaban, 
install Perspecta Stereophonic sound. 

New York following 
the announcement that had 
joined MGM in the adoption of Perspecta 
Sound, Mr. said that 

not the exhibitor installs the 
Sound reproducer, he will be furnished with 


In an interview in 


Paramount 
Balaban whether or 

Perspecta 
prints. However, he added, “if I were an 
exhibitor and wanted to do a good house- 
keeping job, I would install the system with 
my large screen.” Perspecta Sound is a 
single optical track so equipped with a con- 
trol that it can be played directionally over 
speakers, or in the conventional 
manner through one speaker. 

Paramount, said Mr. Balaban, had adopted 


several 


Perspecta Sound in an effort to move to- 
ward standardization. He Paramount 
made its decision on the basis of the MGM 


said 


study of the system which he described as 
simple and cheap. 

In Hollywood, Y. Frank Freeman, Para- 
mount vice-president in charge of the studio, 
was host Thursday at a special demonstra- 
tion at the studio of the company’s Vista- 
Vision On hand 
from the six western branch territories, as 


process. were exhibitors 
well as theatre men from the Los Angeles 
had attend the 
earlier showings. The time and the theatre 
for the New York VistaVision 


will be set in the near future. 


All Loew fhisateos Plan 
Perspecta Sound Units 


All Loew’s theatres in the United States 
and Canada soon will begin installation of 


area who been unable to 


showings 


Perspecta Sound integrators, reproducers to 
be used with the new Perspecta Stereophonic 
optical sound system which Paramount and 
MGM recently announced they would use in 
recording all forthcoming films. Target date 
for public introduction of the new equipment 
is about June 1, 
Vogel, vice-president in charge of Loew the- 
atre operations. Since all theatres al- 
ready have installed equipment for use with 
sound, the 


according to Joseph R. 


Loew 


magnetic stereophonic 
scheme requires only the installation of the 


Perspecta integrator unit. The same horns 


new 


and wiring system are used for both. 


Loew Theatres Honor 


Veteran Film Critics 

The “Movie Memo,” 
Loew’s Theatres’ house organ, is a salute 
to the “Motion Picture Critics’ 30-Year 
Club,” honoring MGM’s 30th anniversary 
jubilee. Included are pictures and brief biog- 


current issue of 


raphies of 19 veteran motion picture critics, 
led by Terry Ramsaye, “Class of 1905,” who 
is consulting editor of Quigley Publications. 
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“THE NAKED JUNGLE 


IN TECHNICOLOR IS RUNAWAY 
BOXOFFICE SENSATION! AWE- 


INSPIRING GROSSES FIRST 
IN MICHIGAN, NOW COAST TC 


| COAST. PARAMOUNT'’S HARD- 
HITTING CAMPAIGN, WITH BIG 
TV SUPPORT, BRINGS YOU THE 


CHANCE TO CASH IN ON THE 
TOP PROFIT HIT OF THE SEASON! 


OP — 
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WARMTH OF VARIETY PARTY 
IS MATCHED BY ITS HEART 


NEW and reelected officers of International Variety at 
the Convention in Dallas last week: Seated, Marc 
Wolf, International Main Guy; John H. Rowley, first 
assistant chief barker; George Hoover, new Inter- 
national chief barker; George Eby, second assistant 
chief barker; Jack Beresin, retiring chief barker; 
standing, William McCraw, executive director; Ed- 
ward Shafton and Ezra Stern, International fixers; 
Benny Goffstein, new International press guy; Nathan 
Golden, chairman Heart Committee; Rotus Harvey, 
International representative at large; and Ed Emanuel, 
new property master. 


Dr. Karl Friedrich Meyer, right, receives 
the Humanitarian Award from Jack Bere- 
sin. It was awarded for his development 
of a polio vaccine. 


George Hoover of Miami, new International chief 
barker, with Supreme Court Justice Tom C. Clark, 
guest of the convention on its final day. 


Clive Waxman, right, receives 
the Heart Citation from Bar- 
bara Stanwyck at the banquet 
concluding the convention. The 
Citation, awarded to the Tent 
doing the best “Heart of Vari- 
ety" charity work was won 
by Grand Rapids, Tent 27, 
with Omaha, Tent 16, getting 
Honorable Mention. 


Robert Stack and Barbara Stanwyck 
watch an operation on a baby at Dallas’ 
Freeman Memorial Clinic. Miss Stanwyck, 
soon to star in UA's "Witness to Murder", 
and Stack, new 20th-Fox star, presided at 
several of the convention functions. 
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best attended conventions in its history last week 

in Dallas with a banquet attended by 1,000 canvas- 
men, delegates and guests. Wednesday, the day preced- 
ing the closing, the delegates in an all day session listened 
in close and heart-warming attention to the tent-by-tent 
reports on the “Heart of Variety,” the details of the 
expenditures for charity by each tent. These, summarized 
in the chart below, ranged from cancer, cerebral palsy. 
polio and heart clinics and research, to important and 
valuable work done through boys clubs and camps in 
preventing juvenile delinquency and caring for handi- 
capped children. 
Winner of the annual Heart Citation, presented by 


V test ate Clubs International concluded one of its 





Barbara Stanwyck at the concluding banquet, was Grand 
Rapids Tent 27, for its sponsorship of Youth Common- 


wealth, Inc., a boys club on a grand scale. Omaha's 
Tent 16 was a close second in the judging for its building 
and entire operation of a school for handicapped children. 

Guests of honor at the concluding Humanitarian Award 
banquet, held in the huge Automobile Hall of the Dallas 
Fair Grounds, included Supreme Court Justice Tom C. 
Clark, Judge Sarah Hughes, Jeffrey Hunter and Debra 
Paget, 20th-Fox stars, and Dallas civic and social leaders. 
Robert Stack, introduced by John H. Rowley, the con- 
vention chairman, was master of ceremonies. The Hu- 
manitarian Award was presented to Dr. Karl Meyer by 
Jack Beresin, retiring chief barker. 





Expenditures 
Me ee Number of 
Tent Main Additional Total Pledge People 
No. City Membership Name of Main Charity Charity Charities Expenditures 1954-55 Benefiting 
| Pittsburgh .. 684 — Roselia Foundling Home & — 
O'Connell j : $71,383.00 $2,854.00 $74,237.00 $400,000.00 3,000 
3. Cincinnati 215 Foundation for Retarded Children 25,000.00 8,175.00 39,175.00 50,000.00 990 
4 St.Louis .. 175 Day Nursery Care Program. . 40,000.00 22,200.00 62,200.00 40,000.00 11,67! 
5  Betret..... 74 Cerebral Palsy 5,000.00 5,000.00 20,000.00 1,000 
6 Cleveland 124 Cerebral Palsy fenndetion Sdinel: 80,000.00 2,500.00 82,500.00 50,000.00 2,050 
7 Buffalo . 192 Cerebral Palsy Clinic.......... 19,996.00 2,500.00 22,496.00 20,000.00 200 
9 Albany . 91 Albany Boys' Club Camp Thais 13,500.00 700.00 14,200.00 25,000.00 15,500 
10 Indianapolis ....... 147 Cerebral Palsy Association and Boy 
Scouts & Boys’ Clubs ; 259,900.00 500.00 260,400.00 250,000.00 N.R. 
11 Washington, D.C... 465 Children's Hospital ...... 22,533.34 22,488.50 45,021.84 50,000.00 99,500 
12 Minneapolis .... 292 = Variety Club Heart Hospital. . 32,000.00 17,000.00 49,000.00 75,000.00 9,000 
13. Philadelphia .. . 380 Variety Club Camp & Infantile Paid 235,000.00 1,000.00 236,000.00 250,000.00 5,828 
14 Milwaukee .. 138 Variety Club Heert Clinic. . 25,000.09 25,000.00 25,000.00 200 
15 Des Moines .. 115 Des Moines Health Sete + 8,000.00 6,250.00 14,250.00 15,000.00 9,700 
16 Omaha .... 86 Omaha Opportunity Center.. 32,500.00 1,000.00 33,500.00 36,000.00 131 
17 Dallas ... 796 Variety Club Boys' Ranch...... 122,310.91 8,505.94 130,816.85 110,000.00 6,320 
18 Dayton ... 103 Variety Manor for Children... 80,000.00 2,200.00 82,200.00 90,000.00 3,300 
19 Baltimore . 305 = Boys’ Club & Summer Camp.... 18,100.00 10,000.00 43,000.00 35,000.00 4,800 
20 Memphis ...... 215 Home for Convalescent Children 8,000.00 2,000.00 10,000.00 35,000.00 1,025 
2b a Ss 5 468 Cerebral Palsy Home............ 79,786.00 16,819.60 96,605.60 90,000.00 42,166 
22 Oklahoma City .... 291 Variety Club Health Centers...... 12,645.00 6,500.00 19,145.00 25,000.00 71,247 
Oo: RMOW 5k cs Ss ea 220 Children's Cancer Research Foundation 453,682.00 453,682.00 200,000.00 214 
24 Charlotte ... 202 Variety Children's Clinic and weit & Ear 
COUMNG... ..s «c.g neeae tanks 29,160.76 1,315.69 30,476.45 30,000.00 11,300 
25 Los Angeles ... 322 ~—- Variety International Boys’ Club.... 50,000.00 12,000.00 62,000.00 132,000.00 86,292 
26 Chicago ..... 202 LaRabida Jackson Park Sanitarium. . . 98,145.77 ae oe 98,145.77 75,000.00 1,000 
27. Grand Rapids .... 47 Youth Commonwealth ......... 33,018.79 2,115.00 35,133.79 35,000.00 82,000 
28 Toronto, Canada... 354 Variety Village for Handicapped Beni 67,501.00 4,115.00 71,616.00 75,000.00 3,530 
29° Mexico City, Mexico. 123 Boys’ Clubs & Orphan Home. . 12,000.00 6,000.00 18,000.00 24,000.00 8,150 
31 New Haven ...... 58 Jimmy Fund & Fresh Air Fund. . 39,300.00 75.00 39,375.00 40,000.00 350 
32 San Francisco ..... 267 Blind Babies Foundation........ 45,698.90 750.00 46,448.90 50,000.00 1,275 
oe Meee... os : 377 Variety Children's Hospital... . 309,126.25 309,126.25 250,000.00 5,752 
34 Houston. ...2.: ay 314 Variety Boys' Club............ : 75,000.00 1,993.80 95,262.00 100,000.00 3,085 
35. New York ..... ... 562 Foundation to Combat Epilepsy. . 47,965.00 3,000.00 50,965.00 50,000.00 665 
36 London, England ... 309 The Heart of Variety, Ltd... : 42,628.93 5,661.62 48,290.55 50,000.00 N.R. 
37. Denver ..... 70 Denver University Speech Clinic... . 2,000.00 2,000.00 N.R. N.R. 
38 = Salt Lake City. . 354 State Children's Hospital......... 4,000.00 1,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 550 
ay tae Vege S... 4... 168 School for Handicapped Children. ... 68,200.00 4,500.00 75,000.00 50,000.00 2,100 
40 Tokyo, Japan...... 60 N.R. 
41 Dublin, Ireland .... 123 lrish Blind Children's Institutions 8,400.00 700.00 9,100.00 8,400.00 100 
42 Hamburg, Germany. 49 Sponsorship for Orphans 571.20 100.00 671.20 N.R. 733 


TOTAIS is... . 2 8587 


a 


N.R.—Not reported. 








$2,577,052.85 $176,519.15 $2,795,040.20 $2,865,400.00 494,724 
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Seal Island 195] ‘= ie Beaver Valley 


Nature’s ) Water 
Half Acre Birds 


The First True-Life Adventure Feature 
The Living Desert 
Thanks to the Academy members, my staff, and 
our patient cameramen. O ab. LG 





THE MOST HONORED MOTION PICTURE SERIES 








IT’S BREAKING RECORD 
ACROSS THE roneS 


a opens up a whole new 
Walt Disney world of entertainment 


Z/vINg Deser\ 


First Feature-Length True-Life Adventure 
Print by TECHNICOLOR 


Buena Vista Film Distribution Co., Inc. 


yi 1270 Sixth Avenue, New York, New York 











MYERS CALLS SUPERSCOPE 
LENS TODAY'S BEST BUY 


WASHINGTON: "As of today,” the Tush- 
insky SuperScope lens represents the best 
buy for exhibitors desiring wide screen 
film projection in either indoor or drive-in 
theatres, according to the “watchdog 
committee" of Allied States Association. 

This decision was announced this week 
in a bulletin to Allied members from 
Abram F. Myers, general counsel. The 
watchdog committee was appointed to 
keep an eye on new projection and sound 
processes. It consists of Wilbur Snaper, 
Sidney E. Samuelson, Irving Dollinger and 
Mr. Myers, and recently it witnessed the 
New York SuperScope demonstration. 

Mr. Myers said the words "as of today” 
were included in the watchdog committee's 
conclusion because "this is a fast-develop- 
ing art and one never knows when some- 
thing new will be announced that will excel 
all that has gone before." In the same 
bulletin, Mr. Myers criticized Loew's for 
permitting foreign exhibitors to play Cine- 
maScope pictures with Perspecta Sound 
while requiring U. S. exhibitors to install 
the more expensive stereophonic sound in 
order to get MGM CinemaScope films 
for their theatres. 


"This, it seems to me, has the effect to 
make second class citizens of the American 
independent exhibitors," Mr. Myers stated. 
"| do not see how this can be explained 
on any theory except that there is a com- 
pact between Fox and Metro, or between 
either or both of them and the major cir- 
cuits that have installed stereophonic 
sound, to the effect that the domestic com- 
merce in CinemaScope pictures shall be 
burdened with costly stereophonic sound 
as a means of crippling the small inde- 
pendent theatres in their efforts to com- 
pete with the circuits. We sincerely hope 
there is some other explanation of Metro's 
queer attitude and that it will be forth- 
coming soon." 

Mr. Myers, however, praised Loew's and 
Paramount for giving exhibitors the option 
of converting to Perspecta Sound with re- 
spect to all Paramount films and to Loew's 
non-CinemaScope films. "The unholy plan 
to force all exhibitors to convert to Cine- 
maScope with its trimmings of stereophonic 
sound and Miracle Mirror screens has been 
given the Humpty Dumpty treatment and 
can never be put together again," he de- 
clared. 





ites Cost of 


New Systems 


\merican Broadcasting-Paramount Thea- 
will have spent approximately 
$6,000,000 by the end of this year in equip- 
260 for 3-D, Cinema- 
scope ind sound, 
Goldenson, president, announced last week in 


tres Inc., 


about theatres 


ping 
1 stereophonic Leonard 
the company’s annual report to stockholders. 
Of the $6,000,000 total, Mr. Goldenson 
said that $3,621,000 had been spent in 1953. 
He also reported that during the year the 
company disposed of its interests in 39 thea- 
tres, leaving it with a whole or partial in- 
terest in 669 theatres at the year end. The 
company 1s required to divest itself of 65 
September 3, 1954, to 
the consent 


more theatres by 


complete the requirements of 
decree. 

Mr. Goldenson told the stockholders the 
new screen techniques had been a great 
stimulant tc the industry and “movie-goers 
” and that further improvements 
could be expected. “Public and 
taste,” he added, “will dictate the standards 


which will ultimately be used and accepted 


everywhere 
response 


During the year the company paid divi- 
dends amounting to $4,445,000 or 891% cents 
per share on the 5% par preferred and $1 
per share on the common. At the same time 
it collected and turned over to the Govern- 
ment $21,450,000 in admission taxes. 


26 


Commons Gives 2nd Reading 
To Commercial TV Bill 


LONDON: The Government’s Television 
Bill—establishing a commercial television 
service—was accorded a second reading in 
the House of Commons by 296 votes to 269. 
The future of commercial TV this side still 
uncertain, however. Herbert Mor- 
rison, deputy leader of the Labour Party 
opposition, warned the House that if and 
when his party is returned to power it would 
scrap the entire plan if it were not then in 
operation. On the other hand he reserved 
the right to modify it if it were working. 
Certainly, Mr. Morrison said, a Socialist 
Government would eliminate advertising 
from TV programs. 


Allied Appoints Five 
Regional Vice-Presidents 


Five regional vice-presidents for Allied 
States Association were appointed last week 
by Ben Marcus, president. The men and 
their territories are: Irving Dollinger, New 
England, Connecticut, New Jersey, eastern 
Pennsylvania and Maryland; Jack Kirsch, 
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin; 
Horace Adams, West Virginia, western 
Pennsylvania and Ohio; Benjamin Berger, 
Iowa-Nebraska, North Central states, Kan- 
Mid-Central states, Rocky 
Mountain states: Abe Berenson, Mid-South 
states, Oklahoma, Gulf states and the Texas 
territory. 


seems 


sas-Missouri, 


British Labs 
Resume as 


Talks Go on 


by PETER BURNUP 

LONDON: Following the intervention of 
the Labour Minister and his appointment 
of a committee to investigate the dispute 
between the Film Laboratories Association 
and the Association of Theatrical and Cine 
Technicians, temporary agreement was 
reached and the laboratories were scheduled 
to resume work Thursday. The threat of 
a complete shutdown of all laboratory work 
here thus is held in abeyance—for the time 
being. 

After talks with the Labour Minister, in 
which the latter asked both parties “to 
take immediate steps to enable normal work- 
ing to be resumed in the film laboratories,” 
the Laboratory Association announced that 
it would withdraw its dismissal notices and 
reopen its plants on an assurance from the 
union that for its part it would abandon 
restrictive practices (overtime ban and 
“work-to-rule” ). 

The union announced, consequently, that 
it had agreed “without prejudice” to lift 
its work-to-rule and overtime ban but that, 
at the same time, the Minister should “ex- 
tract” undertakings from employers’ associa- 
tions other than F. L. A. with regard to 
“hostile action” and that their dismissal 
notices be withdrawn at once. The latter 
reference is to the Producers’ Association 
and the Newsreel Association which had 
announced their intention to close down 
activity as a result of the labor dispute. 

Both associations have promised to with- 
draw the notices when normal working is 
resumed at the laboratories. 

V 

Sixty-eight theatres had opened here 
with CinemaScope as of this Monday. “The 
Robe,” 20th-Fox’s spokesmen claim, con- 
tinues to big business everywhere. Already 
the company’s share of the take is more 
than that from the complete release of an 
average picture. “Reef” continues for a 
fifth week at the Carlton, with “The Robe” 
returning there April 2. 

The Rank Organization has booked no 
other CinemaScope picture since “The 
Robe” and “Millionaire,” so 20th-Fox con- 
tinue to book the indepedents. “Reef” will 
be on release April 4 and “Khyber Rifles” 
by about mid-April. 


Benjamin Aids Fund for 
Westminster Abbey 

Robert S. Benjamin, chairman of the 
board of United Artists, is chairman of an 
appeal for the American Fund for West- 
minster Abbey, among firms and executives 
in the motion picture industry. Greer Gar- 
son, Danny Kaye and Radie Harris are 
soliciting stage and screen performers. The 
Fund’s co-chairmen are Morris L. Ernst, 
William V. Griffin and Langdon P. Marvin. 
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MILLIONS SEE AWARDS. 
VAST SCREEN PROMOTION 


Glamor, Excitement Mark 
Annual Affair with Full 
Coverage Over World 


HOLLYWOOD: The 26th annual Acad- 
emy Awards presentation took place at the 
RKO Pantages theatre in Hollywood, 
Thursday, March 26, conferring upon Wil- 
liam Holden and Audrey Hepburn the desig- 
nation of best actor and actress, respectively, 





The Production Code and its 
Administrator, Joseph I. Breen, 
received a special nod from the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences last week at the 
Awards presentation. Mr. Breen 
was honored with a special Oscar 
for “his able and dignified han- 
dling of the Production Code, 
which has served as a bulwark 
against self-appointed wildcat 
censorship groups.” Charles 


Brackett, president of the Acad- 
emy, presented the Award. 





and honoring Columbia’s much-cited “From 
Here to Eternity” as the year’s best picture. 


The traditional ceremonies 
were marked with the accus- 
tomed fanfare and glamor. Inter- 
est was aroused throughout the 
world. In this country millions of 
people witnessed the presenta- 
tions over television. The show 
was carried over the NBC-TV 
network nationwide under the 
commercial sponsorship of Olds- 
mobile. In addition, the show was 
covered by radio, press, shortwave 
and transcriptions. 


Detailed listing of the awards follows: 


Best Picture 
“From Here to Eternity,” Columbia, Buddy 
Adler, producer. 


Best Performances 

Actor—William Holden in 
Paramount. 

Actress—Audrey Hepburn in “Roman Holi- 
day,” Paramount. 

Supporting Actor—Frank Sinatra in “From 
Here to Eternity,” Columbia. 

Supporting Actress—Donna Reed in “From 
Here to Eternity,’’ Columbia. 


“Stalag: 17,” 


Best Direction 
Fred Zinnemann, “From Here to Eternity,” 
Columbia. 


Best Writing 
Story—“Roman Holiday,” 
McLellan Hunter. 


Paramount. Ian 
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Above, Burnett Guffey, photography; Daniel 
Taradash, screenplay; Donna Reed, support- 
ing performance; Fred Zinnemann, direction; 
Buddy Adler, production. Right, Walt Disney, 
shorts, documentaries. Below, Edith Head, 
costumes. 


Screenplay—“From Here to Eternity,” Col- 
umbia. Daniel Taradash. 

Story and Screenplay—“Titanic,” 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox. Charles Brackett, Walter Reisch 
and Richard Breen. 

Best Art Direction 


Black-and-W hite—“Julius Caesar,’”’ M-G-M. 
Cedric Gibbons and Edward Carfagno. 














Joseph Breen, above, Code administration. 
Left, George Stevens, Irving G. Thalberg 
Memorial Award. 


Color—‘The Robe,” 20th Century-Fox. 


Lyle Wheeler and Georg W. Davis 


Best Cinematography 

Black-and-W hite—‘From Here to 
nity,” Columbia. Burnett Guffey 

Color—‘Shane,” Paramount. Lloyd Gt 


(Continued on page 30) 





Now all seats are 


Watch an audience, as one of today’s wide-screen 
romances unfolds. There’s a new feeling of reality—a 
new sense of being right in the midst of things. And 
everyone in the house shares it. All of this comes from 
combined new technics in picture-taking,; processing and 
projection—problems which the Eastman Technical Serv- 
ice for Motion Picture Film is helping the industry solve. 
Branches at strategic centers. Inquiries invited. 














mae 









down front! 





Address: Motion Picture Film: Department ¥ 
EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY, ROCHESTER 4, N. Y. 


East Coast Division Midwest Division West Coast Division 
342 Madison Avenue 137 North Wabash Avenue 6706 Santa Monica Blvd. 
New York 17, N. Y. Chicago 2, Illinois Hollywood 38, California 









THE AWARDS 





(Continued from page 27) 


Best Costume Design 

Black-and-W hite—“Roman Holiday,” Para- 
mount. Edith Head. 

Color—“The 20th Century-Fox. 
Charles LeMaire and Emile Santiago. 


Robe,” 


Best Film Editing 
“From Here to Eternity,” 
liam Lyon. 


Columbia. Wil- 


Best Sound 
“From Here to Eternity,” Columbia. John 
R. Livadary. 


Best Musical Achievements 

“Call Me Madam,” 
20th Century-Fox. Alfred Newman. 

Dramatic or Comedy Film Score—*“Lili,” 
M-G-M. Bronislau Kaper. 

Song — “Secret 
Jane,” 
Fain. Lyrics by Paul Francis Webster. 


Scoring of a Musical 


Love,” from “Calamity 


Warner Bros. Music by Sammy 


Best Short Subjects 

Cartoon—*Toot, Whistle, Plunk and Boom,’ 
Walt Disney Productions. Buena Vista. 

One-Reel—"The Merry Wives of Windsor 
Overture,” M-G-M. Johnny Green, pro- 
ducer. 

Two-Reel— ‘Bear Country,” Walt 

Productions, RKO Radio. 


Disney 


Best Documentaries 

Short Subjects—‘The Alaskan Eskimo,” 
Walt Disney Productions, RKO Radio. 

Feature—‘The Living Desert,” Walt Disney 
Productions. Buena Vista Distribution Co. 
Walt Disney, producer. 


Special Awards 
Irving G. Thalberg Memorial 
George Stevens. 


Award: To 


Special Honorary Awards 

To Joseph I. Breen for his administration of 
the Production Code. 

To 20th Century-Fox for CinemaScope. 

To Pete Smith. 

To Bell & Howell Co. for its years of serv- 


ice to the industry. 

In addition to the awards listed above the 
Academy made the following awards for 
scientific and technical achievements : 

Special Effects: “War of the Worlds,” 
Paramount. 

Class I Award: “To Fred Waller, for de- 
signing and developing the multiple photo- 
graphic and projection systems which culmi- 
nated in Cinerama.” 

Class I Award: “To Henry 
Chretien and Earl Sponable, Sol Halprin, 
Herbert and Carl 
Faulkner of 20th Century-Fox Studios for 


Professor 


Lorin Grignon, srageg 
and the 
processes and technique known as Cinema- 
Scope.” 

Class II Award: “‘To the Reeves Sound- 
craft Corporation (Hazard Reeves accepting 
in New York) for the development of a 
process of applying stripes of magnetic oxide 


creating, developing engineering 


to motion picture film for sound recording 
and reproduction.” 
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Lippert Will 
Have 186 to 
End of Year 


CHICAGO: Eighteen features for release 
during the balance of 1954 were announced 
here this week by Robert L. Lippert at the 
annual Lippert Pictures sales convention at 
the Blackstone Hotel. 

Included in the 18 are five by William 
F. Broidy, who attended the sessions for 
his first meeting with the 28 Lippert dis- 
tributors. Arthur Greenblatt, general sales 
manager, presided. 

Nine releases for April, May and June 
are “The Cowboy,” “Fangs of the Wild,” 
“Blackout,” “Heat Wave,” “Devil Ship,” 
“Paid to Kill,’ “The Big Chase,” “Mon- 
ster from Beneath the Sea” and “The 
Siege.” 

Mr. Lippert also disclosed that beginning 
in July, the company’s fedtures will go out 
under the new releasing label of Screen 
Art. These will include Mr. Broidy’s 
“Thunder Pass,” “Dynamite Anchorage,” 
“Fugitive Valley,” “The Gunslinger” and 
“Cry Vengeance.” 

Also set for latter half of 1954 are Paul- 
ette Goddard in “The Unholy Four”; Lloyd 
Bridges and Finlay Currie in “The Deadly 
Game”; Richard Conte and Mari Aldon in 
“A Race for Life”; and “The Black Pirates.” 


Fox to Open $1,000,000 


° 
Theatre in Denver 

DENVER: The opening of Fox Intermoun- 
tain Amusement Corporation’s new $1,000,- 
000 deluxe Fox Centre theatre here has 
been set for April 29 by F. H. Ricketson, 
Jr., president. Industry leaders from all 
parts of the country have been invited to 
attend the opening. ‘This theatre will stand 
as a symbol of the motion picture exhibitors’ 
renewed faith in the future of the motion 
picture industry,” Mr. Ricketson said in an- 
nouncing the opening. The new Fox Centre 
will be a part of the operation of Ray W. 
Davis, Intermountain’s metropolitan district 
manager here. 


"Safari" to FWC ‘Howe 


“Champagne Safari,’ a color film record 
of the Rita Hayworth-Prince Aly Khan 
honeymoon through Europe and Africa, will 
have its premiere this month at the Fox 
West Coast Cinema theatre, San Francisco, 
it was announced in New York last week 
by Herbert Bregstein, president of Defense 
Film Corp., which owns the world rights 
to the feature. 


’ 
’ 


Class III Award: “To the Westrex Cor- 
poration for the design and construction of 
a new film editing machine—a platoon in the 
vast army of scientists and technicians 
patience and unique talents have 
helped to brighten the f the 
world.” 


whose 


screens of 


LATE REVIEW 


Prince Valiant 


20th-Fox—For Young and Old 
(Color by Technicolor) 

Once upon a time, before Gene Autry and 
even before Bronco Billy, the youngsters of an- 
other generation were properly thrilled with the 
exploits of King Arthur and His Knights. 
These legends contained all the basic plot mate- 
rial that has been retold in cowboy Westerns, 
ever since. “Prince Valiant” is juvenile fare, 
for the same reason, but it will command a new 
audience today. 

Told in settings that are convincing, with im- 
pressive backgrounds for CinemaScope, the cur- 
rent attraction will be found exciting and en- 
tertaining by all ages, including those who have 
never grown up. It has new dimensions, so even 
the same stories of gallant heroes and dastardly 
villains look different on the screen. But with 
lance instead of lasso, and shining sword instead 
of six-gun, it’s still a Western in the tried and 
true formula of 50 years of movie experience, 
which has never failed. 

The picture is based on King Features Syn- 
dicate’s successful cartoon strip of the same 
name, and while liberties have been taken with 
the ancient folk tales, it is hard to tell where 
legend leaves off and license begins. Perhaps, in 
the dialogue, which is right out of the cartoon 
strip—much of the time—you are most forcibly 
reminded of the adaptation of today. And there 
is much of Disney in the production values, for 
only a cartoon character, with Disney inspira- 
tion, could fight such battles, and win, against 
such odds. 

Robert Wagner, in the role of “Prince Val- 
iant” manages to give us a generous measure of 
Douglas Fairbanks, Sr., just to mix up all the 
periods in motion picture history. He certainly 
deserved his knighthood, and to win his girl, 
after all the spectacular fighting he did. Whether 
the lad will ever be recognized again without 
his Viking hairdo is a question. 

It’s the settings and the production values that 
will entrance the adult audience. The final, furi- 
ous fight with fire in the ancient castle is as 
thrilling as you've ever seen, in all the swash- 
buckling films of every era. They really do a 
job of wiping up the villains, who in this period, 
actually wore horns, but that doesn’t keep you 
straight, for even our hero was himself a Vik- 
ing, and had family and a number of friends 
among them. 

James Mason, Victor McLaglen, Sterling 
Hayden, Brian Aherne, Donald Crisp and many 
other of the knights and kingly characters, are 
in keeping with their costumes, but Janet Leigh 
and Debra Paget are straight out of Holly- 
wood, and you can almost see where they got 
off the bus, just outside the CinemaScope sight 
lines. The scene where the girls are first intro- 
duced shows great restraint. 

Major credit must go to Henry Hathaway, 
director, and Robert L. Jacks, producer, for 
making this as convincing and really entertain- 
ing as it is, obviously with tongue in cheek, 
but with a sincere desire to create top bracket 
entertainment. Technicolor is given a field day, 
with all praise for outdoor scenes, and only a 
few garish interiors that could hardly be helped 
in an assortment of costumes such as you’d ex- 
pect in King Arthur’s Court. They didn’t try 
hard to keep the color in low key, in those days, 
so it’s realistic, as is most of this entertaining 
film. 

Seen at the 20th Century-Fox Little theatre. 
Reviewer's Rating: Excellent—W ALTER BRooKs. 

Release date, April, 1954 Running time, 100 min- 
utes. PCA No. 16695. General audience classification. 
Sir Brack Mason 
POR acusben ba Sea cdcedsss sen nubanedbaweteeeen Janet Leigh 
Prince Valiant 
Tlene Debra Paget 
SS EE mn eae te Sterling Hayden 
Victor McLaglen, Donald Crisp, Brian Aherne, Barry 
Jones, Mary Philips, Howard Wendell, Tom Conway, 
Sammy Ogg, Neville Brand, Ben Wright, Jarma 
Lewis, Robert Adler, Ray Spiker, Primo Carnera, 
Basil Ruysdale, Fortune Gordian, Percival Vivian, 
Don Megowan, Richard Webb, John Dierkes, Carle- 
= Young, Otto Waldis, John Davidson, Lloyd Ahern, 


Jr., Lou Nova, Hal Baylor, Mickey Simpson, Eugene 
Roth 
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by WILLIAM R. WEAVER 
Hollywood Editor 

The 26th annual Awards function of the 
Academy of Motion Arts 
Sciences taught Hollywood a good deal. Pre- 
it taught the professional town 
that it has no business being smug, a lesson 


Picture and 


eminently 
the collective arts and sciences of the cinema 


had been hopeful of skipping 
lightly over, although unhappily aware that 


community 


it was lurking there to be learned one dark 
day—which turned out to be a bright night 
instead. The learning was less painful than 
anticipated, being cushioned with pomp and 
circumstance, but it was inescapable. 


A Program Full of 
Top Bracket Talent 


The artists and the 
motion picture, long and undisputedly 


the 
the 
world’s greatest in their respective lines of 


craftsmen of 


endeavor, were shown that it is possible now 
for a firm like General Motors to buy for a 
little more than a quarter of 
lars a production presenting more top-tier 
personalities than any studio could procure 
that 


a million dol- 


for 50 times sum, and to convey it 


eratis to more millions 


simultaneously and 


of people than attend all the theatres in the 


United 


of contemporary 


States on a single day in the best 
conditions. 
was special, the 


To be sure, the occasion 


personalities were donating their presences, 
the motion picture was sure to be 
Oldsmobile, but the 
done, 


and 
greater than 


lesson was there, the thing had been 


gainer 


and what’s been done can be done again 


done again—better and, for such is 


be 


le course of when Big Business 


hold 


progress 
takes cheaper ! 

No time at all ago Hollywood would have 
scoffed at mention of such a possibility. Ni 
time at all ago most studios were stoutly re- 
fusing to let 


(some still are, 


their stars go on television 
with qualifications ) lest they 
dim their box office allure. Only yesterday- 

the really the 


player who condescend to do tw 
at $5,00 


big-league stars, class oj} 
used to 
or three radio appearances a year 
apiece, looked down their noses at television 
much as looked 


the flickers half a century before them. 


Broadway stars down at 


Smug Attitude Is Now 
Out of the Window 


These smug attitudes are out the window 
The biggest and the best of cinema person- 
alities are stumping the television screens ot 
the nation in behalf of the pictures they're in. 
That’s good business for everybody, natu- 
rally, but “everybody” is a completely in- 
clusive word. 

When it was proposed, two years ago, 
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that the Academy’s awards ceremony be 
telecast, in addition to being broadcast, as 
had been done for many years, the board of 
governors rejected the idea. Quite a num- 
ber of reasons for the rejection were stated, 
but the unstated reason that really made the 
difference was the belief that television had 
not attained a technical proficiency equal to 
presenting the film stars attractively. 

That and the other 
aside a year ago and the first televising of 
the event went off very well indeed. This 
year’s ceremony, undertaken more confi- 
dently in f last 
eclipsed its predecessor in so many ways 
that providing for 
continued improvement, loom almost fright- 
eningly, from the professional point of view. 

Yes, the Academy telecast taught Holly- 
wood plainly enough that it has no business 
being smug, if it ever had. But Hollywood 
learned something else, too, which ought 
to be made known. That: is to say, 
accurately, that the Hollywood which was 
present in the Pantages theatre, a group 
embracing all the leaders and the principal 
experts, learned it. The Oldsmobile 
mercials, widely reported as especially satis- 


reasons were swept 


view of year’s success, 


next year’s exercises, 


more 


com- 


factory among commercials on home re- 
but intrusive 
as experienced in the theatre. 

The conspicuous explanation of this con- 
tradiction is the fact that Man has not been 
conditioned to the interruption ot his theatre 


ceivers, were all unbearably 


entertainment, whereas the home observer of 
free viewing material has been. 


> 


THE studios started six pictures and fin- 
ished seven, for a shooting level of 22. 
MGM started “The Last Time | 
Paris,” beginning with background footage 
This 
picture is being produced by Jack Cummings 
and directed by Richard Brooks, and it has 
Elizabeth Taylor, Van Johnson, Walter 
Pidgeon, Donna Reed, the 1954 Academy 
\ward-winner, Kurt Kasnar 


Saw 


in Paris, using so-far unnamed color. 


Eva Gabor, 
and many others in the cast. 
“Athena” is another MGM project, this 
one in color by Technicolor and wide screen. 
This is being produced by Joe Pasternak 
and directed by Richard Thorpe. Jane 
Powell, Edmund Purdom, Debbie Reynolds, 
Vic Damone and Louis €alhern are in the 
principal cast. 
Universal-International 
with color by Tech- 


began shooting 
“Three Gobs in Paris,” 
nicolor and on the wide screen, which has 
Tony Curtis, Gloria DeHaven, Gene Nelson, 
Paul Gilbert, Mara Corday and Christiane 
Martel ainong its players. The producer is 
Albert J. Cohen, and the director is Richard 
Quine. 


DEUCE ETAT ee 


THIS WEEK IN 
PRODUCTION: 





STARTED (6) 


COLUMBIA 
Bat Masterson, Bad Man 
(Technicolor) 


INDEPENDENT 


MGM 

Last Time | 
(Co r) 

Athena (Technicolor) 


Saw Paris 


Bandit (Shaftel; Super- U-I 
Scope; Eastman) Three Gobs in 
Night Music (Dowling; (Technicolor) 
Eastman) 


COMPLETED (7) 


A.A. 

Bowery Boys Meet 
Monster 

COLUMBIA 

| Was a Prisoner in 
Korea 


Paris 


U.A. 

White Orchid (Cosmos; 
Eastman} 

Barefoot Contessa 
(Figaro; Technicolor) 

U-| 

Tight Squeeze 

INDEPENDENT Bonaal Rifles 

Snow Creature (W. Lee (Technicolor 
Wilder) 


SHOOTING (16) 


COLUMBIA 
Black Dakotas 


(Technicolor) 

Long Gray Line 
(CinemaScope; 
Technicolor) 

Joseph and His Brethren 

CinemaScope; 

. ) 


CinemaSco 


Technic 


20TH-FOX 
Broken Lance 
(CinemaScope; 
Techni r) 
Tachaieckan 
> f the Show 
CinemaScope; 


PARAMOUNT 

Strategic Air C 
VistaVisi 
Technicolor) 

Big Top (Wallis; 
VistaVision: 


>chn or) 


WARNER 


Battle Cry 
Ba Cry 


SinemaScope; 
Warner CG or) 


PEDEET RODE 
Katzman turned cameras on “Bat 
3ad Man,” for Columbia, with 
Color 
Montgomery, 


Sam 
Masterson, 
William 


Technics le ir. 


is by 
Nancy 


Castle as director. 
George 
Gates and James Griffith are top players. 

Allan Dowling Pictures, producing in- 
dependently, rolled “Night Music,”’ Techni- 
color, with Linda Darnell, Rick Jason, Dan 
Duryea, Faith Domergue, Hal Baylor and 
Mary Young as principals. Allan Dowling 
is executive producer, with Hugh Brooke as 
producer, and Stuart Heisler directing. 
RKO release is indicated. 

Josef Shaftel Productions, independent, 
started “The Bandit,” in SuperScope and 
Eastman color. Arthur Kennedy, Betta St. 
John and Eugene Iglesias are principals 
under direction of Edgar Ulmer. Josef 
Shaftel is producer. 
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Schimel Will 
Head UJA 


Campaign 


Adolph Schimel, vice-president, secretary 
and general counsel of Universal Pictures 
Corporation, was appointed chairman of the 
amusement division of the United Jewish 
Appeal for the 1954 campaign at the first 
planning and organization meeting held re- 
cently at the Paramount home office in New 
York. Mr. Schimel served as division chair- 
man for last year’s campaign. 

Jarney Balaban, Paramount president, 
was host at the luncheon which accompanied 
the meeting and introduced Edward M. 
Warburg, U.J.A. national chairman, who 
discussed the needs of Israel at the present 
time. 

Reporting on the amusement division’s ac- 
complishments in the 1953 campaign, Mr. 
Schimel disclosed that contributions amount- 
ed to $586,000. The total for the preceding 
vear was $516,000. He said that the vendors’ 
division, chairmaned by Charles Moss, 
accounted for $53,000, and that Mr. Bala- 
ban was instrumental in obtaining outside 
contributions amounting to about $120,000, 
with which the amusement division was‘ not 
credited because the donors were from out- 
side its ranks. 

Mr. Schimel reappointed Abe Dickstein 
chairman of the film exchange division and 
expressed hope that Mr. Moss, now in Eu- 
rope, would serve again in his previous 
capacity. Spyros Skouras, Jr., was named to 
head the corporate gifts. It was announced 
that the main campaign function will be 
held at the end of May, probably in the form 
of a luncheon, as last year. 


Legion Approves Five of 
Six New Productions 


The National Legion of Decency this 
week reviewed six new films, putting two 
in Class A, Section I, morally unobjection- 
able for general patronage; three in Class 
A, Section II, morally unobjectionable for 
adults, and one in Class C, condemned. In 
Section I are “Jungle Man-Eaters” and 
“The Seige at Red River.” In Section II 
are “The Eternal Mask,” “The Lonely 
Night” and “Rails into Laramie.” 
C is “Sensualita,” because it “dwells with- 
out variation upon suggestiveness in situa- 


In Class 


tions, costuming and dialogue and, as such, 
in the manner of treatment seriously offends 
Christian and traditional standards of moral- 
ity and decency.” The Legion also noted 
that it had placed “La Ronde” in Class C 
when it was reviewed November 8, 1951. 


Defer Virginia Unit Meet 
RICHMOND: Leonard Gordon, president 
of the Virginia Motion Picture Theatre As- 
sociation, has announced that the conven- 
tion originally planned for May 25-27 has 
been changed to June 8-10 at the Chamber- 
lin Hotel, Old Point Comfort. 
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‘SCOOPS THE 
INDUSTRY WITH THE 
TIMELIEST PICTURE 
IN YEARS! 


Pius X First Pope Canonized 
in Two Hundred Years 


EVENT 
‘HE EWS Gest 


vho have been 
r y to canon 
onized in June 


ABOVE: THE NEWS STORY WHICH 
ELECTRIFIED THE WORLD! 


RIGHT: GREAT ACTOR HENRY VIDON 
IN HIS IMMORTAL PORTRAYAL 
OF PIUS X! 











; STORY OF PIUS Xx! 
\ THE INSPIRING STORY 
HENRI VIDON as POPE PIUS X with Tullio Carminati 


Directed by Umberto Scarpelli - A Cinelia Production 
a AMERICAN LAN LANGUAGE FILM from Gre) ) 





starring 
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People in » * ews 


ArNoLtp M. Picker, United Artists vice- 
president in charge of foreign distribution, 
left New York last weekend for Paris on 
the first leg of the European phase of 
his round-the-world trip. 


Don HARTMAN, executive producer of Para- 
mount left New York by plane 
for London last weekend on an extended 


Studios, 


European tour of the company’s overseas 


offices. 


vice- 
the 


Hecut has been named 


charge of production of 


ALBERT D 
president in 
National Television Film Council. 


Roy Fyastap last week named head of the 


Paramount studio mtisic department, suc- 
ceeding Lourts R. Lipstone, who died 


last week. 


PITKIN, Connecticut exchange 
manager for RKO Radio Pictures, will 
be honored at a testimonial dinner at 
Waverly Inn, Cheshire, Conn., tentatively 
set for April 27. 


3ARNEY 


Jack Lorp, motion picture and _ television 
actor, has been signed for representation 
by Famous Artists Corp. 

DANNY KAYE has closed a deal with Para- 

mount for the release of his next 

pendent production, ‘The Court Jester.” 


inde- 





Aboat Cites 
Fine Market 


market” 
important as Euro- 
restrictions and other difficulties in- 
\boaf, Universal-Interna- 
manager, Ceclared in 


Latin America is a “wonderful 


and is becoming more 
pean 
crease, Americo 
tional foreign sales 
New York last 
from the Brazilian Film Festival and visits 

American 
despite depressed admission 


week following his return 


Latin territories. 


Even now, 


to other 


prices in some countries below the border, 


and continuing remittance delays, the mar- 
the 
The 


952 


ket accounts for 26 per cent of com- 


pany’s tf business, he said. year 


1953 brought more business than 1 


reign 
, and 
from current reports, he said he could pre- 
dict the company this year will be about 12 
I 1953. 


per cent ane ad 


One factors, he pointed out, is 


realignn ownerships and _ booking 


policie Ss ou 1 the mayor countries. 
I heatres 


there now are more 


circuits ; 
Anothe1 
Univer- 


‘oken away from 
first runs. 
Mr. Aboat, is 


butter” fare. 


factor, according to 
sal’s “bread and 


Brazil declared, has become the 


‘he Gov- 


world’s third biggest film market. 


ernment recently allowed a special admis- 


for CinemaScope, and _ this 
thinks. 


recelving 


increase 


aioe 
nay indicate a general increase, he 
Although 


more 


uropean pictures are 
bookings, they merely are replacing 
the product of countries like Mexico, whos« 
pictures have declined in quality, he said. 


Downing Announces Additions 
To Heart Dinner Committee 


Russell V. Downing, chairman of the din- 
ner committee for the New York Variety 
Club first annual heart award dinner, has 
announced the following additions to the 
sponsoring committee: Charles Alicoate, 
2obert S. Benjamin, Max A. Cohen, George 
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F. Dembow, Richard Dickson, Emanuel 
Frisch, Peter S. Harrison, Benjamin Kal- 
menson, Edward Lachman, Abraham Last- 
fogel, Jack Levin, Mrs. Charles E. Lewis, 
\l Lichtman, Sidney B. Lust, Harry Man- 
del, Carl Marks, James A. Mulvey, Louis 
Nizer, Eugene D. Picker, Martin Quigley, 
J. Robert Rubin, Montague Salmon, Abra- 
ham Schneider, Robert Shapiro, Ben Shlyen, 
John FE. Stott, Morton Sunshine, S. J. 
Switow, and Douglas Yates. The dinner 
held at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel 
May 6. William J. German, president of 
the Variety Club Foundation to Combat 
Epilepsy, will be the guest of honor. 


Cleveland Catholic Parents 
Threaten Theatre Boycott 


Cleveland theatre owners have 
notice from the Catholic Parent-Teacher 
League of its recent resolution to boycott 


will be 


received 


a picture condemned or 
Production Code seal. The 
resolution part: “We call to 
the attention of our membership all con- 
demned films the theatres presenting 
them.” It interprets the section of the an- 
nual Legion of Decency pledge asking com- 
municants not to go to places of amusement 


theatres whch play 
not bearing a 
says in will 


and 


meaning 
stay away for 
management 
with fore- 


immortal films, as 
that we 
theatre 
wilfully, 


which show 


“specifically will 


good fron any whose 


has purposely, and 


thought, shown a condemned film.” 


Arthur Silverstone Gets 
Fox Sales Promotion 


Al Lichtman, director of distribution for 
20th Century-Fox, this week announced the 
promotion of Arthur Silverstone to assistant 
general sales manager, to work with Mr. 


Lichtman and executive assistant general 
sales manager W. C. Gehring. At the same 
time, Glenn Norris, Atlantic division sales 
manager, has been promoted to eastern sales 
manager, Mr. Silverstone’s former position. 
Both appointments become effective April 5. 


Councils in 
Federation 
Mit Censor 


The newly-formed Federation of Motion 
Picture Councils, last Wednesday, the final 
day of its three-day meeting in New York, 
passed a resolution flatly opposing legal 
censorship of motion pictures as “un-Amer- 
ican in principle.” 

Winding up the meeting, delegates to the 
new Federation noted that its predecessor 
group, the Motion Picture Councils of 
America, was formed “in revolt against legal 
censorship of motion pictures administered 
by political appointees.” 

“Through the ensuing years of experience 
with state and municipal censorship,” the 
resolution said, “it has been our experience 
that legal censorship involving previous re- 
straint creates more problems than it solves 
and is un-American in principle.” 

The Federation resolution also expressed 
the group’s “intention of encouraging, sup- 
porting and cooperating with the Motion 
Picture Association of America in its pro- 
gram of voluntary-self-regulation.” Related 

interest, the 
motion picture 
voted in their opening session to federate. 

Following the adoption of a constitution 
and by-laws, the new federation elected the 
following officers: Mrs. Max M. Williams, 
Royal Oak, Mich., president ; Mrs. Arretus 
Burt, St. Louis, first vice-president; Mrs. 
Edward Hass, Springfield, Mass., 
vice-president; Mrs. W. Lashley 
Jr., Philadelphia, 
Phillip A. Ley, Youngstown, O., treasurer. 

Speakers who addresed the delegates in- 
cluded Richard Griffith, director of the 
Museum of Modern Art film library; Paul 
Terry, producer of Herbert 
Barnett, president of the Society of Motion 
Picture and Television Engineers, 


common delegates, 


councils, 


by their 
representing 85 


second 
Nelson, 


recording secretary; 


“Terry toons” ; 


and vice- 
Corp.; Sigmund 
the National 
Arthur H. De- 
exhibtor 


president of Cinerama 
Spaeth, film chairman of 
Federation of Music Clubs; 
director of community and 
Motion Picture Association of 
Mrs. M. Henry Dawson, 


director of 


bra, 
relations of 
America and 


MPAA 


relations. 


associate community 


To Honor Balaban at 
Opening JDA Dinner 


Barney Balaban, president of Paramount 
Pictures, will be honored for his “efforts in 
the fight to protect American civil rights 
and liberties” at the opening dinner of the 
1954 Joint Defense Appeal campaign, it was 
announced by Irving M. Engel and Henry 
E. Schultz, co-chairmen for JDA in Greater 
New York. The dinner will be held Thurs- 
day, April 8, at the Waldorf-Astoria. The 
dinner will open the JDA drive to raise 
$5,000,000 to finance the activities of the 
American Jewish Committee and the Anti- 
Defamation League of B’nai B’rith. 
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ALBANY 


Four Fabian and two Stanley Warner 
tri-city first-run theatres increased the week 
day matinee price for adults from 50 to 60 
cents, and the evening admission from 74 to 
85 cents. The houses (Palace and Strand in 
Albany, Proctor’s and Plaza in Schenectady, 
and Proctor’s and Troy in Troy) hiked the 
weekend scale to 85 cents top, 18 months 
ago. . . .“Julius Caesar,” which had been 
playing the smaller and art theatres, was 
booked into the 3,650-seat Palace, at $1 top, 
tor what Fabian division manager Saul J. 
Ullman called ‘‘a fine Lenten presentation.” 

. “Saskatchewan,” the second recent Uni- 
versal release to score a box office bullseye 
at the Strand, was moved to the Ritz. . 
Visitors included: Louis W. Schine, Donald 
G. Schine and Dorene Schine Higier. 
John Gardner’s Turnpike drive-in, West- 
mere, which opened at the same time as 
Alan Iselin’s Auto-Vision, East Greenbush, 
F. Chase Hathaway’s Hoosick drive-in, and 
Harry Lamont’s Riverview, Rotterdam, and 
Sunset, Kingston, is on a week-end schedule 
for early spring. 


ATLANTA 

Mrs. Ernest Schwartz, widow of the 
Cleveland, Ohio, exhibitor, died in Miami 
Beach, Fla. Her husband died six weeks 
. . Frank Benton, of Benton Bros. 

m Express, Atlanta and Jacksonville, 
‘la., expects to open offices in Miami and 
Tampa. The the series of 
spring meetings for the members of the 
Motion Picture Exhibitors of Florida will 
be held near the end of April in Miami... . 
Randolph Ellinor, manager of the State 
theatre, Cocoa, Fla., has installed Cinema- 
Scope equipment. Bernard Sammons 
has been appointed manager of the Lyric, 
Dunnellon, Fla. He replaces Gordon Cooper, 
who has been transferred to the Inverness 
theatre, Inverness, Fla. The Carolina 
theatre, Rock Hill, S. C€., has closed its 
doors. Bill Cooper, local manager for Stew- 
ard and Everett Theatres, stated that the 
closing was due to high state and Federal 
taxes. O. C. Lam, president of Lam 
Amusement Co., Rome, Ga., has appointed 
C. F. McDannel as manager of the Royal, 
Hogansville, Ga. He replaces Frank Jack- 
son, who has been transferred to La Grange, 
Ga. 


BALTIMORE 


Among the local exhibitors attending the 
SuperScope demonstration in New York 
were: Leon Back and Ed Kimpel, Rome 
Theatres; Bill Brizendine, Schwaber The- 
atres; Aaron Seidler, New Albert theatre; 
Sam Temple, Durkee Theatres; Henry Dus- 
man, Dusman Theatre Supplies. .. . Rodney 
Collier, Stanley manager and chief barker 
Tent No. 19; Lauritz Garman and his 
daughter Alice, Garman theatre, have re- 
turned from the Variety Convention in Dal- 


second otf 
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las... . Irv Grant, Northwood has returned 
from a Hawaiian vacation. .. . Earl Bishop 
is the new assistant at the Town theatre... . 
Betty 5. Sound is new at the Northwood. 

J. Lawrence Schanberger, Keith’s the- 
atre, has returned from a New York visit. 

I. M. Rappaport, Rappaport Theatres, 
back from New York. ... Bill Myers has 
reopened his Pocomoke drive-in near Poco- 
moke City, Md. Don Hoff, Schine 
Strand theatre in Cumberland, was visiting 
in town. 


BOSTON 


Myron J. Segal, son of U.A.’s branch 
manager Harry Segal, has been added to 
the booking staff at U.A. He formerly 
managed the State theatre, Lowell, and later 
did an extensive operational survey for the 
kk. M. Loew circuit. He joins Agnes Dona 
hue and Sam Levine in the booking staff 
at U.A.... Tom Dowd, well known thea- 
tre man in this area, has returned to Boston 
to handle the package deal of “Heidi” and 
“White Mane” for U.A. for the Easter open 
ing at the Majestic theatre. .. . An auto 
accident killed John Murphy, 31, manager 
of Lockwood & Gordon’s Winslow drive-in, 
Winslow, Maine. The City theatre, 
Brockton, Mass., is to be torn down to make 
room for a parking space. 





WHEN AND WHERE 


April 6-8: Annual convention, Allied Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of Wisconsin, 
Hotel Shroeder, Milwaukee. 


April 19-21: Spring convention, Allied The- 
atres of Michigan, Hotel Statler, Detroit. 


May 2-7: Semi-annual convention, Society 
of Motion Picture and Television Engi- 
neers, Statler Hotel, Washington, D. C. 


May 4-5: Annual convention, Allied Theatre 
Owners of lowa, Nebraska and Mid 
Central, Fontanelle Hotel, Omaha. 


May 4-5: Annual convention, Independent 
Theatre Owners of Arkansas, Marion 
Hotel, Little Rock, Arkansas. 


May 10-11: Annual convention, North- 
Central Allied Independent Theatres 
Owners, Nicollet Hotel, Minneapolis. 


June 8-10: Annual convention, Virginia 
Motion Picture Theatre Association, 
Chamberlin Hotel, Old Point Comfort, 
Virginia. 

June 15-16: Annual spring meeting, Allied 
Theatre Owners of Indiana, South Shore 
Hotel, Lake Wawasee, Ind. 





BUFFALO 


The Old Vienna theatre, 
weeks ago re-opened and closed the same 
evening, when word got around that bing: 
would be tried there, is now going to open 
on April 9 with a weekend vaudeville policy. 
... Frank E. Tindle, a director in Skyway 
Drive-In Theatres, Inc., and immediate past 
president of the YMCA board, will be hon 
ored April 7 at a luncheon in the Buffalo 
Statler in recognition of his “distinguished 
service to the YMCA.”. Paramount 
branch manager Ed DeBerry greatly pleased 
with the big turnout for his “Paramount 
Pictures Pageant’ last Monday in the Nia 
gara theatre. ... Tony Raguso, who oper 
ates the Transit drive-in near Lockport, is 
building a new 900-car outdoorer at Wheat 
field on the Niagara Falls boulevard neat 
the Cataract City. 


CHICAGO 


Jerry Hogan, veteran stage hand who col 
lapsed on the job a couple of months ago, 
is back at work after surgery to remove a 
needle from his spleen. Chuck Dyas’ 
new drive-in, under construction for the 
past three years on the outskirts of Earl 
ville, Ill., will open some time during April 
under the name “Dyas’ 34 drive-in.”. . . 
Jack Kirsch, president of Allied Theatres 
of Illinois, has returned I lorida 
vacation. Ted Tokarz has opened the 
rebuilt Holiday, Round Lake, Il. The old 
building was demolished by a windstorm 
last summer. . . . Ed Trinz of the Clark 
theatre is in from the West Coast on busi 
ness. Robert Ruggles has taken ove 
the Lakes, Antioch, Ill., from Ted Tokarz. 

Mort Green, veteran theatre manager 
more recently in the television sales field, 
is in Michael Reese Hospital. . . . Paul A. 
Watkins has taken over the Lux in East 
Peoria, Illinois. 


CINCINNATI 


Contrary to the general practice in prac 
tically all other parts of the country, the 
“Hamilton Journal-News” does not place a 
premium on theatre or amusement advertis 
ing, it was revealed recently. Rates are the 
same for theatres as all other types of busi 
ness. Paul Hollen, formerly associated 
with the Alpine circuit in West Virginia, has 
joined the local S. & S. chain, operating 
downtown Keith’s theatre, the Twin drive 
in and other suburban houses. ... The Fed- 
eration theatre, in Dayton, Ohio, has been 
closed for an indefinite period, it was an 
nounced by the owner, Mrs. Mary Semel 
roth, who also operates the Franklin thea- 
tre, in nearby Franklin, Ohio. The 
Roslyn theatre in Evarts, Ky. and the Bardo 
theatre, in Bardo, Ky., have been acquired 
by O. G. Roaden, who operates some 16 
other houses in the area. 


which a few 


Irom a 
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CLEVELAND 


“The Little playing simulta 
neously at the Fairmount theatre on the 
east side of town and the Detroit on the 
west side, was held over for a 10-day run. 
Only “The Robe” held 10 days in these 
houses. Harry Weiss returns here as 
Paramount exploitation representative. 
Paul Gusdanovic is first of the migratory 
exhibitors to return from Florida. . . . Rob- 
ITO made a TV ap 
of Dorothy Fuldheim’s Friday 
to discuss the evils of state 
Frank Slavik, of Mid- 
operating three indoor 
ind two theatres, acquired lease 
Garrettsville theatre, Garrettsville, 
Al Boudouris announced sale of 
Flower drive-in, Ottawa, didn’t 
.. Edward Graves, with 20th- 
ears as cashier and booker, is 
Warner booking staff 


Fugitive,” 


secretary, 


icW il 
film censorship 


Ohio 


outdoor 


dlefield, now 


of the 


COLUMBUS 


Hudson and Pythian, neigh- 
borhood theatres of the Miles circuit, 
installed CinemaScope equipment and are 
now showing “Tl ‘ Mecting oi 
tl l “t Independent 


Grandview, 
hav« 
ie Robe. 
ie board of directors o1 he 
Owners of Ohio is scheduled here 
A Cleveland hotel will be selected 
meeting for the 1°56 National Drive 
1 Convention and designated. 
ldie Force, manager of RKO Grand, Chi 
succeeded James Corriveau as 
RKO Grand here. Corriveau 
has resumed his former line of work, phys- 
education, at Roger Eells studio 
here. . . Kim Ph ] Bar- 
vara Myers on the staff of ‘“Twic,” locai 
’ Miss Mvers is now 
Dispatch 


dates 


“ago, has 


inager Ol! 


llips nas replaced 
usements magazine. 
the staft ot the 


Les Smith, assistant n 


DENVER 
I tal at the Para 
yunt, Cheyenne, Wyo., has been promoted 
Longmont, Colo., by 
Theatres, 
had been 


anagel 


manager at 
Mountain 
shki, who 
of the Centennial 
set to open this month Amel 
Mayan assist manager, father 


1-pound son, Shawn Dennis. . 


succe eding 
named as 


new drive-in, 


. Ross 
, veteran film row employee, is assist 
*. G. Diller in operation of several 
lo theatres . V. J. Dugan, 20th- 
manager, to Los \ngeles for 

. Robert Hill. operated on 

cuperating at home... . Arthu 

drive-in, Tucumeari, 
lo Slusher. .. . Tom Bailey, 


“4 : 
( hicago To! 


County 


~} 
nchise 


owner, to 
r.... Hugh Ferguson, 47-year 
Mrs. Louise Ferguson, office 
National Theatre Supply, died 


in St. Louis following heart attack. 


DETROI 
The Telenews 


T 

ws has changed to a first run 
policy again s Quick 
in getting in cn Academy Award publicity, 
United Detroit and Coop are running “Fron 
Here To Eternity,” “Roman Holiday” and 
Stalag 17” in their various houses. 
Optimism was the keynote of a column-long 
nterview with Butterfield manager, Arthur 
f Pontiac 


owing “Genevieve.”. . . 


inford, in the Press. Sanford 


36 





AN ANNIVERSARY 


"Marietta gets another first." The Mari- 
etta, O., newspaper thus headlined a local 
theatre manager's promotion, tied in with 
the first transmission by wire, 78 years ago, 
of the human voice. The promotion, by 
the Star-Lite Drive-In's manager, J. B. 
Steadman, was of an automatic telephone 
answering and message service. The pic- 
ture above, in which he is shown with the 
local commercial manager of the Ohio Bell 
Telephone Company, its installer, and the 
machine, was featured in the newspaper. It 
helped announce the 600-car drive-in's 
opening. The machine gives attractions 
data and starting times on a 24-hour basis; 
and it also takes messages while Mr. Stead- 
man is out on the lot. 





felt that the turning point had been reached 
in the industry’s downward trend with 1953 
the best year since 1947. Sanford operates 
the Oakland, first run Pontiac house. 

\ parade of ancient autos from Henry Ford 
museum took off for Ann Arbor with a 
fanfare to celebrate the opening of “Gene- 
vieve.’’. Also celebrating, the Cinerama 
Corporation partied their employees unde1 
the stage Saturday. Occasion was apprecia 
tion for the fine job all did handling the 
extra duties during the 


HARTFORD 

The Hartford territory’s first 
theatre built with CinemaScope screen and 
stereophonic sound 
about April 14. 
eral 
Theatre 
$200,000, 
(Conn. ) 


recent anniversary 


drive-in 


will have its opening 
Sperie Perakos, gen- 
seven-unit Perakos 
has disclosed that the 
capacity Plainville 
drive-in, will have a mid-April 
opening. Paul Sullivan, manager, Blue 
Hills drive-in theatre, Bloomfield, Conn., 
has been elected vice-president. Peter Le- 
Roy continues as president and treasurer, 
and his son, Milton, as secretary and film 
buyer. Morris Keppner and Lou Lip- 
man, building a 750-car capacity, $100,000 
drive-in theatre at Mansfield, Conn., plan an 
April 14 opening. . .. Mr. Keppner has left 


manager of the 
Associates, 
950 car 


Hartford Hospital following surgery. 
Sperie Perakos is publicity chairman for 
the April 9 Yale Glee Club concert in New 
Britain, Conn. 


INDIANAPOLIS 
Clifford Wallace, who opened the first 
Paramount office here and was United Art 
ists district manager in Chicago for years, 
died here March 22. He owned the Boone 
theatre at Thorntown. ... Mare Wolf, gen 
eral manager of Y & W, will be master of 
ceremonies for the Sigma Alpha Mu frater- 
nity regional dinner dance here Saturday. 
Charlton Heston spent Monday here 
making the rounds with Dave Friedman, 
Paramount field representative. The 
Allied Theatre Owners of Indiana board 
will meet at noon April 6 in the Hotel Lin- 
coln here. The Indiana Film Transit 
Co. has issued a new tariff, with the same 
rate charge but a $2 minimum... . Howard 
Rutherford, manager of Loew’s is back from 
a three week vacation in Florida. 


JACKSONVILLE 


Lee Chumley, Paramount branch manager, 
left hurriedly for his old home in Arkansas, 
where his father was seriously ill... . Mrs. 
Evelyn Hazouri, formerly a Fox booker, is 
now independently booking for the Subur- 
bia drive-in, Gainesville; the Boynton thea- 
tre, Boynton; and the Florida theatre, Day- 
tona Beach. ... In from the road for branch 
office meetings were Metro salesmen John 
\lien, of the Ft. Myers-Tampa area, and 
Bob Capps, of Northwest Florida... . Ex- 
hibitors on Film Row included Les Sipe, 
who operates drive-ins at Gainesville and 
Ft. Lauderdale, and L. V. Desquinn, New 
theatre, Punta Gorda... . Back from Wash- 
ington, where they saw Florida’s Congres 
sional delegation in connection with the tax 
cut were LaMar Sarra, Florida State Thea 
tres, and Horace Denning, Dixie Drive-Ins, 
both of this city; and Bolivar Hyde, Talgar 
Theatres, Lakeland 


KANSAS CITY 
Eleven drive-in theatres are now operat- 
ing within driving distance of Kansas City 
—three, the Heart, Riverside and Boulevard, 
at the edge of the city, and the others from 
two to 30 miles away. Most recently opened 
for the season are the New 50, the Terrace, 
the Kansas; the Lakeside and the Crest. The 
Claco, Leawood and Shawnee make up the 
eleven. Phil Blakey, many years with 
Commonwealth, in its city theatres and later 
with its drive-ins, has been appointed man- 
ager of the circuit's downtown Regent in 
Kansas City, with duties also assisting in 
the management of the other Greater thea- 
tres of the circuit in the metropolitan area. 
J. D. King, city manager at Lawrence, 
Kas., for Commonwealth, has been appointed 
western division manager, succeeding Lloyd 
Morris who moved over to film buyer. 


LOS ANGELES 


In town to buy and book was Paul Robin- 
son of the Park theatre, Tucson. Mel 
3rown, who operates the Twin Vue, Car- 
dena, returned from vacationing in Mexico. 
... Jim Schiller, exploitation man for Allied 
\rtists, was in San Francisco to set up a 

(Continued on opposite page) 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD, APRIL 3, 1954 





(Continued from opposite page) 
campaign for that company’s “Riot In Call 
Block 11.”. The Lou Lindleys of the 
Acorn Press, were off to Las Vegas for a 
short vacation. . The latest addition to 
the sales staff of National Theatre Supply 
is Cal Tyler. The long-dark Sunset 
theatre in Hollywood had a gala re-opening 
when Lou Federici who operates the Cinema 
theatre here, took over the house with a 
straight art policy. Harry Nace and 
Vice Murphy were in town on a buying and 
booking assigment for the Harry L. Nace 
Theatres. Norma Cain, Warner Bros. 
biller, was injured in an auto accident. 


MEMPHIS 

Four Oscar-winning films were in prog- 
ress in Memphis and two already booked 
when announcements were made. “From 
Here to Eternity,” was at the Ritz, “Roman 
Holiday” and “Shane” at Strand and “Sta- 
lag 17,” at Rosemary. D. C. Pratt, 
owner of New Dixie at Fulton, Miss., en- 
tered Baptist Hospital in Memphis for a 
kidney operation. Arthur and Earl 
Elkin, owners of Elkin at Aberdeen, Miss., 
left for an extended Florida holiday. 
Grover Wray, Exhibitors Services, Mem- 
phis, is off to California for a vacation with 
Mrs. Wray. ... Arkansas theatre, first run 
movie house in Little Rock, Ark., which is 
booked out of Memphis, will close because 
“of a scarcity of A pictures.” Russell 
Bovim, St. Louis, district manager of 
Loew’s Theatres, was in Memphis. — 
M. A. Lightman Sr., president of Malco 
Theatres, Inc., was a winner in the open 
bridge tournament of Mid-South Bridge 
Conference held in New Orleans. 


MIAMI 

Producer Sam Briskin and director Tony 
Mann were in Tampa working on Para- 
mount’s “Strategic Air Command” in which 
Jimmy Stewart is to be starred. . .. In 
the Sunny Isles, Miami Beach area, a 94- 
acre tract is being developed to include a 
modern shopping center complete with a 
motion picture theatre. WTVJ, Wo- 
metco’s “Theatre of the Air” and Florida’s 
first TV station, celebrated its 5th birthday 
recently. . . . Two World Premieres were 
set for the area with “Lucky Me” getting 
a tri-Florida State Theatres boost with 
Robert Cummings, Nancy Walker and Phil 
Silvers doing personal appearances and 
“The Miami Story” a Columbia picture 
produced by Sam Katzman, getting Womet 
co’s triple theatre play. Two of the 
Wometco houses, Miami and Capitol are 
getting installations of RCA equipment for 
theatre TV. 


MILWAUKEE 

Jack Frackman, branch manager here for 
the Republic exchange, announced that Wil- 
liam Young is their new salesman. Mr. 
Young was formerly manager for SRO 
here... . Mr. Bates, office manager at Re- 
public, celebrated his birthday the other 
Friday. . . . William Spooner was in town 
at the Milwaukee Film Center, Inc., to ac 
quaint exhibitors with Pola-Lite’s single 
strip 3-D process. Mrs. Helene Hanke, 
Lyric theatre here, and Mrs. Evelyn Guten 
berg, Grand theatre here have left for three 
weeks in Hawaii. .. . The Airway theatre 
here, operated by Jerry and Gene Goderski, 
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CITIZEN OF YEAR 


E. Kelley Baione is the "Citizen of 
the Year" in Tempe, Arizona. The 
manager of the College theatre was 
thus chosen by the local Veterans of 
Foreign Wars post, and will be given 
its VFW Citizen Plaque at the 
Chamber of Commerce May Meet- 
ing. The honor goes to Mr. Baione 
because he is interested in the welfare 
of local children "beyond the line of 
duty"; because he supported worth- 
while community projects; and be- 
cause he helps “without fanfare and 
expectation of thanks". The "Tempe 
Daily News" said of him: "He's a first 
name friend of most of the youngsters 
and teen-agers." 





is now featuring CinemaScope. . . . Th 
Vista theatre, Mukwonago, operated by 
Paul Nowatske, will reopen shortly. 
James Schmidt is the new assistant booket 
at the Columbia office here... . Hugo Vogel 
and Sam Kaufmann attended the Variety 
Club convention in Dallas. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Trial of a suit by the Twin City 
Co. of St. Paul against Minnesota Amuse 
ment Co. began before a jury in Ramsey 
country district court in St. Paul. The Twin 
City theatre group is asking return of 
$75,000 it claims it paid for the Strand and 
Tower theatres in St. Paul in 1950. The 
plaintiff claims the Minnesota Amusement 
Co. misrepresented the earnings of the two 
second-run theatres. Frank Hahn will 
open his new Triad drive-in at Ashland, 
Wis., May 6. Herb Greenblatt, RKO 
Central division sales manager, and his as 
sistant, Milton Platt, were in. ... Ev Seibel, 
advertising and publicity director for Min 
nesota Amusement Co., his wife and daugh- 
ter vacationed in Los Angeles. 


NEW ORLEANS 

The Carver, Lazarus-Dichary project, 
the negro patronage theatre, is now pre 
senting “The Robe.” Among the two 
week holdovers are “Rose Marie” at Loew’s, 
“Melba,” at the Civic and “The Long, Long 
Trailer” at the Joy... . “The French Line,” 
billed strictly “Adult entertainment,” is in a 
third week at the Tudor. \iken John 
son, brother of L. C. Montgomery, president 
Delta Theatres, Inc., passed away March 26 
in Ferriday, La., where he had lived in re 
tirement on his ranch the past 10 years or 
so.... The L. C. Montgomery’s will ob- 
serve their 30th wedding anniversary year 
by taking an extended trip to Europe and 
the British Isles. They plan to leave New 
Orleans April 15 The long-shuttered 
Leslie, Denham Springs, Pa., is slated for 
reopening in about 30 days. L. E. Watson, 
the new owner, is having it enlarged and 
re-equipped. 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


Debra Paget and Jeffrey Hunter, on a 
goodwill tour for the industry were in the 


Lheatre 


lobby of the Harber theatre last week to 
meet all comers and sign autographs. 
“The Command” is having a week’s run at 
two suburban theatres, the Will Rogers and 
the May. ... “Night People” is now show 
ing at both the Criterion and Plaza theatres 
... U. S. district court at Muskogee has 
been asked by six motion picture distributing 
companies to determine the amounts of the 
allegedly misrepresented receipts at Sulphu 
and Davis theatres and to fix damages. 


OMAHA 


William W. Troxel, 73, who entered 
theatre business 30 years ago 

the Dundee in Omaha, died at his hor 
atter a lingering illness \fter sellin 
Dundee he bought theatres at Newmat 
Grove and Wilber, Neb., and only 

weeks ago sold his theatre at Bancroft 

last 12 years he managed the Beacon 
Omaha. ... FEPCO employes gave genera 
manager Henry McGrath a party and watcl 
on his twenty-fifth anniversary with the 
firm. . . . Elmer Huhnke, Nebr 
\lhed treasurer, said his mother wh¢ 
in Milwaukee had been ailing : 
Cox, ex-manager’s aid at the Orpheum 
returned to Omaha after two years in 
vice, most of the time in 
F. A. Van Husan, former 
Western Theatre Supply Company and re 
cently affiliated with the Ralph 
Theatres, is recuperating aiter a 
tack. Herman Gould has opened 
S4th ind Drive In 
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PHILADELPHIA 
Stanley Warner Circuit 
ened that 
a church group relighting the former key 
neighborhood house as “‘Philadelphia’s First 
Reel Theatre” on April 10 with “The Revolt 
of Berlin.” . . An upstate group frot 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
a 700-car drive-in theatre on 
Flourtown Fait 
‘harles Cohen 
1 


} - 
became a grand 


leased it 
1 


Ogontz in section of the 


seeking a change in 
ing to create 
the site of the 
nearby Flourtown, Pa. o" 
manager of the Fairmount, 
father with the birth of a son to his daugh 
ter-in-law. April 12th has been chose 
by the local Variety Club luncheon at whicl 
honor James P. Clark, 


1 


Express, film delivery 


Grounds in 


the members will 


head of Highway 


service, and first chief barker of the 

tent No. 13, and Earl W. Sweigert, veteran 
distributor executive, who was one of the 
organizers of the Variety Club. | 
hibitors in Wilmington, Del., planning a pro 
test to the “Wilmington Sunday Star’ 

its new rate card increasing c 
for amusement advertising. 


PITTSBURGH 


Jeff Chandler spent Tuesday 
ging his new Universal-Internatior 
ture, “Yankee Pasha” at the Hari 
(Continued on following page ) 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
as his new Decca records. . . . Loew’s Penn 
“The Naked Jungle” to follow “Act of 
Love.” That house will feature “Tennessee 
Champ” as its Easter movie along with one 
of its rare stage shows... . “Turn the Key 
Softly,” which was forced out of the Squir- 
rel Hill art house after just one week be- 
cause of a locked booking for “The Living 
Desert” will return to that house, probably 
right after the Disney Oscar-winner leaves. 
Perry Como, once of nearby Canons- 
burg, will headline the Variety Club telethon 
April 24 from Syria Mosque to raise $750, 
000 for an addition to the Club’s pet project, 
the Roselia Foundling and Maternity Home. 

Dennis James will emcee the show. 
Latest doubie-bill to get a first-run in a 
score of local and district houses pairs 


“Jezebel” “White Fire.” 


PORTLAND 


Second and third run houses are scratch 
ing for product. Long holdovers have cut 
down available product making 30-day ad 
vance bookings a problem... . Jones’ 
Family drive-in was set to open March 31 
with lots of opening activities up by 
general manager Keith Petzold. . Frank 
Alexander, noted theatre organist, passed 
away this week. William Thedford, 
Evergreen vice-president, was in town to 
conduct a one-day with all Ever- 
green managers in the Oregon district. The 
part of a National Theatres 
district manager Russ 
Lou Metzlaar went to 
last week, . Guild manager Marty 
still in New York. Walter 
Paramount field man in the NW, 
became the father of a 7-pound daughter 
this week. Mother, the former Marylin 
Goldstein, was in the press department of a 
radio station in Minneanolis Minn. This is 
their third girl. 


PROVIDENCE 
The Majestic theatre was the scene of the 
New England premiere of the 3-D film 
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set 
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and booker 


“Phantom of the Rue Morgue.” “The 
Glenn Miller Story,” starring James Stew- 
art and June Allyson, held for a second 
week at the RKO Albee. ... So popular was 
Walt Disney’s “The Living Desert” that it 
held for a fourth week at the Avon Cinema. 

. The Boro drive-in, on Route 1 between 
Providence and North Attleboro, was the 
third open-airer in this territory to open for 
the new season. . . . House-trailer distribu- 
tors continued to run good-sized advertise 
ments in local newspapers, plugging ‘The 
Long, Long Trailer,’ (and their own mo- 
bile homes), as the picture held for a sec- 
ond week at Loew’s State. The Bay 
State drive-in, just over-the Massachusetts 
state line between Providence and Fall 
River, announced a twin-featured program 
would inaugurate their 1954 season. ' 
Gifts were awarded the first 100 femal 
patrons as the Route 44 drive-in ushered in 
the new season. 


SAN FRANCISCO 
William Film Booking 
Agency of Northern California has taken 
over the Sequoia and Colonial at Sacra 
mento, ... William Blair sold the Calistoga 
in that town to W. G. Wickoff. . . . Affiliated 
Theatres’ Weed, Weed, has been sold to 
Jacob A. Leech who formerly owned the 
Ocean — Crescent City. Booking will 
be done bv Dick Miller of Medford, Oregon. 
At Golden State Theatres, Chan Car 
penter, booker, resigned to work for Roy 
Cooper’s booking agency and Cooper’s for 
mer secretary resigned to work for him also. 
She is Mary Mora. Fred Dixon, former 
supervisor otf bookings, took over Cooper’s 
Golden State post as buyer and Robert 
Naify, Jr. took over Dixon’s desk... . Harry 
Sack, co-owner of the Haight theatre, died 
suddenly Mar. 21 while engaged in a game 
of golf. 


Nipiwan Theatres Ltd. of Regina, 
by Leonard Reinhorn, will erect a two-story) 
restaurant and banquet hall next to the 


Greenbaum’s 


headed 





20th-Fox Screen Room 
20th- Fox Screen Room 
M-G-M Screen Room 
20th-Fox Screen Room 
20th-Fox Screen Room 
Warner Screen Room 
RKO Palace Theatre Bidg 
20th-Fox Screen Room 
20th-Fox Screen Room 
Paramount Screen Room 
20th-Fox Screen Roém 
Max Blumenthal’s Sc. Rm. 
20th-Fox Screen Room 
Florida State Screen Room 
Paramount Screen Room 
United Artists’ Screen Rm. 
20th-Fox Screen Room 
Warner Screen Room 
20th-Fox Screen Room 
20th-Fox Screen Room 
20th-Fox Screen Room 
M-G-M Screen Room 
20th-Fox Screen Room 
20th-Fox Screen Room 
M-G-M Screen Raom 
PITTSBURGH M-G-M Screen Room 
PORTLAND B. F. Shearer Screen Rm. 
ST. LOUIS Paramount Screen Room 
SALT LAKE CITY 20th-Fox Screen Room 
SAN FRANCISCO 20th-Fox Screen Room 
SEATTLE Jewel Box Preview Thea. 
WASHINGTON RKO Screen Room 
*Except Denver which is April 6 


ALBANY 
ATLANTA 
BOSTON 
BUFFALO 
CHARLOTTE 
CHICAGO 
CINCINNATI 
CLEVELAND 


DES MOINES 
DETROIT 
INDIANAPOLIS 
JACKSONVILLE 
KANSAS CITY 
LOS ANGELES 
MEMPHIS 
MILWAUKEE 
MINNEAPOLIS 
NEW HAVEN 
NEW ORLEANS 
NEW YORK 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
OMAHA 
PHILADELPHIA 





“PRISONER OF WAR’ 


M-G-M presents “PRISONER OF WAR" starring Ronald Reagan « Steve Forrest « Dewey Martine with 
Oscar Homolka« Written by Allen Rivkin « Directed by Andrew Martone Produced by Henry Berman 


1052 Broadway 

197 Walton St., N. W. 
46 Church Street 

290 Franklin Street 
308 S. Church Street 
1307 S. Wabash Ave. 
16 East Sixth St. 

2219 Payne Avenue 
1803 Wood Street 
2100 Stout Street 
1300 High Street 

2310 Cass Avenue 

236 No. Illinois St. 
128 East Forsyth Street 
1802 Wyandotte St. 
1851 S. Westmoreland 
151 Vance Avenue 

212 W. Wisconsin Ave. 
1015 Currie Avenue 

40 Whiting Street 

200 S. Liberty St. 

630 Ninth Avenue 

10 North Lee Street 
1502 Davenport St. 
1233 Summer Street 
1623 Bivd. of Allies 
1947 N. W. Kearney St. 
2949 Olive Street 

216 E. First St., So. 
245 Hyde Street 

2318 Second Avenue 
932 N. Jersey Ave., N.W. 
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Nortown which I. Reinhorn operates. 

A motion picture on industrial design will 
be financed by the Federal Government to 
the extent of $15,000. ... Manager of Tele- 
pix Movies Ltd., TV film distributing firm 
here, is Lloyd Burns. Joseph Dunkleman, 
company founder, is president. . . . Private 
exhibition groups organized on a non-profit 
basis in Manitoba are no exception to cen- 
sorship regulations, according to Merlin 
Newton, Provincial censor. . . . Bill Lester 
arranged for a group of youngsters from St. 
Patrick’s Orphanage to attend a_ special 
vaudeville show. Winnipeg branch of 
United Artists is leading the third group 
in the 36th Anniversary sales drive, while 
Saint John is third. Winnipeg manager is 
Abe Feinstein and I. J. Davis is in charge 
at Saint John. 


VANCOUVER 

Charlie Doctor, Capitol manager, was the 
winner of $400 first prize in the LFD contest 
on “Gilbert & Sullivan.” International Film 
Distributors offered $1,000 in prizes ex- 
clusively for Famous Player managers for 
the best exploitation campaigns. Jim 
Fairley, manager-projectionist at the Park, 
Parksville, on Vancouver Island, as a result 
of a booth mishap has a badly dislocated 
back. . . . Edward Cloutier, doorman at the 
Capitol, Prince Rupert, headed the entire 
Famous Players Circuit in individual sales 
of books of theatre tickets at Christmas, ac- 
cording to a final tabulation. Beno- 
graph closed its local office Wednesday... . 
Bell & Howell of Canada have taken over 
the Benograph interests. . Vickie Allan, 
formerly at the Paramount, Chilliwack, now 
. cashier at the Capitol Vancouver, was 
married to Frank Redekop. . . . Phyl Latta, 
(former Phyl Dixon) cashier at Columbia 
Films, has joined MGM in the same ca- 
pacity, replacing Violet Bedford, who was 
with MGM for 17 years. The latter re- 
signed when she received her C-A degree. 

Barbara Gray, of Columbia, is ill. 


WASHINGTON 
Stanley Warner district manager Charles 
Grimes is recuperating from recent surgery 
at Doctors Hospital Many Washington 
exhibitors and theatre people generally were 
at the Spyros Skouras tes ange ul dinner in 
saltimore Wednesday, given by the Balti- 
more Variety Club. There will be an 
official “unveiling” of Stanley Warner’s 
Metropolitan redecorating job April 17 with 
the opening of “Lucky Me.” Glenn Nor- 
ris, 20th Century Fox district manager, had 
sales meetings with salesmen and _ bookers 
in Washington and Pittsburgh. The 
Variety Club had Open House March 27. 
Jake Flax, Republic Pictures branch 
manager, was planning to spend a little 
time in Florida after attending the Variety 
Clubs convention in Dallas. 


Forms Israel Company 

Yehoshua Brandstatter, direc- 
tor of Motion Lid., 
has announced he has completed negotiations 
the formation of Israel-America Motion 
Pictures, Inc. (ISRAM) with headquarters 
in New York. ISRAM headed by 
Samson R. Diamond, and will rep 
Israel’s the United 
Canada | South America. 


manag ring 


Israeli Picture Studios, 


tor 


will be 
president, 
resent largest studio in 
States, , Central and 
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Allied Artists 


JACK SLADE: Mark Stevens, Dorothy Malone 
With the aid of some extra advertising, especially a 
big two column mat provided by Allied Artists, this 
western did a lot of business. It’s a brutal picture 
is far as the action is concerned, since Mark Stevens 
kills about seven or eight people during the 89 min- 
utes. If your patrons like a rough, tough picture. 
then by all means play “Jack Slade.’’ Played Thurs- 
day, Friday, Saturday, February 4, 5, 6.—Mel Edel- 
stein, Lybba Theatre, Hibbing, Minn. 


RIOT IN CELL BLOCK 11: Neville Brand, Leo 
Gordon—This picture is terrific in excitement, in fact 
and at the box office. It was advertised on television 
in this section of the country, which aroused a great 
deal of enthusiasm, and the people simply wanted to 
see it. We suggest this sort of advertising for more 
pictures. Played Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, March 
14, 15, 164—Ken Gorham, Town Hall Theatre, Middle 
bury, Vt 


TORPEDO ALLEY: Mark Stevens, Dorothy Ma 
lone—Very interesting picture, full of action and well 
done. My patrons seemed to enjoy it _ thoroughly. 
Played Friday, Saturday, March 19, 20.—Ken Gorham, 
Town Hall Theatre, Middlebury, Vt 


Columbia 


PARATROOPER: Alan Ladd, Leo Genn—Alan Ladd 
plays the part cf an American who joins the para 
troopers in England prior to the United States entry 
into World War Il. There is plenty of action and 
the story is authentically filmed. In addition, the 
Technicolor photography is very good. This gave a 
good account of itself at the box office, considering 
that war pictures haven’t been too successful lately. 
Played Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Janu- 
ary 31, February 1, 2, 3.—Mel Edelstein, Lybba Thea 
tre, Hibbing, Min 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


BRIGHT ROAD: Robert Horton, Dorothy Dand 
ridge—This has an all Negro cast and I’m sure our 
house would have been full if it hadn’t been for a 
March blizzard. There were so many comments that 
people wanted to see the picture but couldn’t get in 
Play it up and give it preferred time. I think it will 
make money for you. Very small town, rural patron 
age.—J. R. Snavely, Leith Opera House, Leith, 
No. Dak 


EASY TO LOVE: Esther Williams, Van Johnson 
I played this picture starting New Year’s Day and 
it was grand entertainment for the whole family. The 
usual fine photography and settings that typify a 
Metro picture were not left out, and on a wide screen 
the picture was very good. But maybe the public i: 
getting tired of Esther Williams, as the box-office 
returns were not as good as I expected. Business was 
average, but my patrons liked what they saw, so I 
have no complaint. Played Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 
Monday, January 1, 2, 3, 4.—Mel Edelstein, Lybba 
Theatre, Hibbing, Minn. 


ESCAPE FROM FORT BRAVO: William Holden, 
Eleanor Parker—This is one of the best outdoor 
action pictures that we have played in quite some 
time. The picture was well acted and the photography 
was excellent. I played it at a ratio of 1:75-1 on the 
wide screen, and some of the shots were breathtaking. 
2usiness was very good and comments were likewise. 
Played Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, De- 
cember 27, 28, 29, 30.—Mel Edelstein, Lybba Theatre, 
Hibbing, Minn 


GIVE A GIRL A BREAK: Marge & Gower Cham 
pion, Debbie Reynolds—This is just a fair musical that 
failed to do average business. The dancing is good, 
but our patrons do not especially like the Champions 
as the leading stars. Debbie Reynolds was satisfac 
tory, but the picture lacked a story to keep the audi- 
ence interested. Played Sunday, Monday, February 
7, 8—Mel Edelstein, Lybba Theatre, Hibbing, Minn 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD, APRIL 3, 1954 


. . « the original exhibitors’ reports department, established October 14, 1916. In it 
theatremen serve one another with information about the box office performance of 
product—providing a service of the exhibitor for the exhibitor. ADDRESS REPORTS 
What the Picture Did for Me, Motion Picture Herald, Rockefeller Center, New York 20. 


SOMBRERO: Ricardo Montalban, Cyd Charisse layed Friday, Saturday, February 5,6.—James Hardy, 
This is strictly a large situation picture Even if hoals Theatre, Shoals, It 
you can buy it right, leave it alone unless your pa 
trons go for mu s in a big way. Small town and TEMBO: Howard Hill and Wild Animals—With this 
rural patronage. Played Saturday, Sunday, February one we had some of the biggest fun and games we 
1, 21.—J. S. Snavely, Leith Opera House, Leith, have had since we opened. It may seem strange 
No. Dak. fellow exhibitors that ugh we live 
Africa and are suppo o see lions ar 
WILD NORTH: Stewart Granger, Cyd Charisse day (which we don i 18 years 
| looked for some good pictures that I could buy I’ve only seen them on the screen) we 
right by playing late on account of the March to capacity each performance with ; 
weather, and this was one of them If you haven't film, especially if authentic and it 
played it, do it now, as it has everything. 30x office brought us the biggest gross for 
good. Very small town, rural patronage J R Tuesday since we opened. We wer 
Snavely, Leith Opera House, Leith, No. Dak first two nights ahead, a thing 
here Crowded houses loved this a 
cellent. Critics gave it a fair rating, 
expect good business when they 
Paramount “Tembo” any time, anywhere for good 
bouquets It was fun watching the 
: al atin elal : ic 
FLIGHT TO TANGIER: Joan Fontaine, Jack Pal-  [wned away each night. Sorry I did 
— oon is just a fair — with a mixed up pl >t. Mi a ag Wesadae ~ Benin a1. 2 23.—Dave 
_ couldnt figure out who was chasing who, and Klein, Astra Theatre, Kitwe Nkana, Northern |} 
the audience had the same trouble. They had better _ Africa 
give Jack Palance some decent roles again, as he was = tite é 
well liked in ‘Sudden Fear” (RKO) and “Shane” 
(Para.). Business was just average for the mid-week m 
change Played Wednesday, Thursday, January 13, R bl 
14.—Mel Edelstein, Lybba Theatre, Hibbing, Minn. epu ic 
HERE COME THE GIRLS: Bob Hope, Rosemary FLIGHT NURSE: Joan Leslie, Forrest 
Clooney, Arlene Dahl, Tony Martin—We had a stretch his is a good picture that portrays the fem 
of below-zero weather during the entire run of this of the Korean police action rhere is action, ron 
picture, which undoubtedly hurt the attendance. How- and humor, and all in all, it’s a pleasing picture. Busi 
ever, the comments on the picture were not very good, ness was good and everyone seemed to enjoy it—even 
which was understandable after seeing the picture the men. Played Friday, Saturday, January 29, 30 
Bob Hope had better stick to straight comedy instead Mel Edelstein, Lybba Theatre, Hibbing, Minn 
f going musical, or his following will get less and 
Plaved Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday, MISSOURIANS, THE: Monte Hale, Paul Hurst—I 
y. January 15, 16, 17, 18, 19—Mel Edelsteir used a return engagement of this good little western 
Theatre, Hibbing, Minn the same day I played the Monte Hale-Ray Whitley 
stage show These two fellows really have a good 
MONEY FROM HOME: Dean Martin, Jerry Lewis show and were very friendly and cooperative among 
One of their best to date, and Technicolor helped the patrons in and around the lobby. We need more 
considerably. The horse race is a scream Played fellows of the type of Hale and Whitley touring the 
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, March 21, 22, 23.—Ken country to create good will for the industry. Would 
Gorham, Town Hall Theatre, Middlebury, Vt. like to see a new series of westerns with these two 
stars. Played Tuesday, March 2.—S. T. Jackson, Jack- 
THOSE REDHEADS FROM SEATTLE: Rhonda son Theatre, Flomaton, Ala. 
Fleming, Gene tarry—Good little action and color 
picture, but didn’t do any good on it. Priced a little TRENT’S LAST CASE: Michael Wilding, Margaret 
too high for us, but Paramount usually kicks bacl Lockwood—Very good detective story, well acted by 
with a little. Played Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Feb- top British actors, and one an audience will enjoy, 
ruary 14, 15, le Bill Brooks, Liberty Theatre, especially in college towns. Played Wednesday, Thurs 
Hailey, Idaho. day, March 24, 25.—Ken Gorham, Town Hall Theatre, 
Middlebury, Vt 
THOSE REDHEADS FROM SEATTLE: Rhonda 
Fleming, Gene Barry—A cute little picture that is a 


small town natural No stars, but entertaining. 
J. C. Balkcom, Gray Theatre, Gray, Ga Stratford 


VANQUISHED, THE: John Payne, Jan Sterling MR. POTTS GOES TO MOSCOW: George Cole 
This is not a bad picture, but we played to a small Nadia Gray—An excellent comedy hae n art onae 
loss on Friday, Saturday.—Bill Brooks, Liberty Thea- The picture is tops with good story, but business not 
tre, Hailey, Idaho. . at all what it should have been. Played Sunday, Mon- 

day, February 28, March 1.—Ken Gorham, Town Hall 

VANQUISHED, THE: John Payne, Jan Sterling Theatre, Middlebury, Vt 
Our patrons liked it and so did our box office. Good 
color by Technicolor. Very small town, rural patron 


age. Played Saturday, Sunday, February 6, 7.—J. R ° ° 
Snavely, Leith Opera House, Leith, No. Dak United Artists 
N 99 RIVER STREET: John Payne, Evelyn Keyes 
Fellow exhibiors, here is a picture that will have your 
RKO Radio patrons on the edge of their seats It’s got action, 
suspense and some real good acting. The cast isn’t 
TARZAN AND THE SHE-DEVIL: Lex Barker, terrific and neither is the title, but once you get them 
Joyce MacKenzie—I never fail on these Tarzan pic- inside the theatre, they'll really enjoy the proceed 
tures. This one is excellent. ‘‘Cheta,’’ the monkey, ings. Business was average, but the comments were 


really stole this picture. If your patrons like jungle good. Played Wednesday, Thursday, January 27, 28 
pictures, play it Did extra business both nights Mel Edelstein, Lybba Theatre, Hibbing, Minr 
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DRIVE-IN EQUIPMENT 





W IDE SCRE EN PRESENTATIONS PAY OFF! 
Wi angle lenses and special spertaess immediately 

ailable. Write for details. S. O. S. CINEMA SUP 
PLY CORP., 602 W. 52nd St., New York 19. 


USED ) EQUIPMENT 





BIG SAV “1% = ON BIG SCREENS AND LENSES 
at Star! W: us! Pair Simplex-Acme Projectors; 
suprex 50 means Lamphouses, RCA rotary stabilizer 
heavy bases, rebuilt, $1,095; Brenkert Enarc 
Lamphouses, ret — $489.50 pair; 3-unit electric Ticket 
Registe er, roe , $139.50; Century CC Mechanisms, re- 

uilt, $725 pair; Griswe old Splicers, $12.95. What do you 
ee “STAR CINEMA SUPPLY, 447 West 52nd St., 
New York 19. 


sound, 


Send for Bulletin DEVPRO 
S. O. S. CINEMA SUPPLY 
New York 19. 


ROJECTORS ie 3 DEV RY REBU ILT LIKE NEW 
. rom $ 


Time d ile 
CORP., 602 ’. 52nd St., 
AND SAVI RECTIFIERS, G. E 


t $25 


; DeV1 
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ARE YOU aa 4s E, 
manage w mmended op operat 
2779, MOTION. PICTT RE HERALD 
GER, -seomscodeigge th MANAGER PROTEC 

experie1 BOX 


ION PICTURE HERALD 


SERVICES 





CARDS, PROGRAMS, HERALDS, 
CATO SHOW PRINTING CO.. 


WINDOW 
photo-offset printing 
ato, i. Y. 





SEATING 


CAN’T BEAT THIS SEAT FOR $4.95! 500 FULL 
pholstered back, boxspring cushion, excellent condi- 
tion. Many more. Send for chair bulletin. S. Q S 
CINEMA SUPPLY CORP., 602 W. 52nd St., New 
York 19 








BOOKS 


SC -REEN TECHNIQUES” — THE NEW 
book that is a “must” for everybody in or connected 
with the motion picture industry—the clearly pre- 
sented, authoritative facts about 3-D, Cinerama, Cine- 
maScope and other processes—covering production, ex- 
hibition and exploitation—contains 26 illustrated arti- 
cles by leading authorities—edited by Martin Quigley, 
Jr. 208 pages. Price $4.50 postpaid. QUIGL : — 
SHOP, 1270 Sixth Ave., New York 20, N. 


“NEW 





RICHARDSON’S BLUEBOOK OF PROJECTION. 
New 8th no n. Revised to deal with the latest tech- 
nical developments in motion picture projection and 
sound, and reorganized to facilitate study and refer- 
ence. Includes a practical discussion of Television 
especially prepared for the instruction of theatre pro 
jectionists, and of new techniques for advancement of 
the art of the motion picture. The standard textbook 
on motion picture projection and sound reproduction. 
Invaluable to beginner and expert. Best seller since 
1911. 662 pages, cloth bound, $7.25 postpaid. QUIGLEY 
BOOKSHOP, 1270 Sixth Avenue, New York 20, N. Y 





MOTION PICTURE AND TELEVISION ALMANAC 
—the big book about your business—1953-54 edition. 

Contains over 12,000 biographi ies of important motion 
picture personalities. Also all industry statistics. Com- 
plete listing of feature pictures 1944 to date. Order 
your copy today. $5.00, postage included. Send remit- 
tance to QU 7 EY BOOKSHOP, 1270 Sixth Avenue, 
New York 2, Y. 








THEATRES 





FOR SALE—S500-CAR DRIVE-IN. THEATRE, 
wonderful location, prosperous area, 75 miles New 
York City. Gross approximately $100,000, handsome 
net. Price $110,000. BOX 2777, MOTION PICTURE 
HERALD. 





BUSINESS BOOSTERS 


FREE BROCHURE DRIVE-IN, INDOOR ADVER 
tising specialties. PARKHURST ENTERPRISES, 
Lansing 10, Mich. 


NEW EQUIPMENT 


SAVE ON CARBONS! ALL SIZES MOTORIZED 
carbon savers for angle trim are lamps (Mighty 90. 
etc.) $59.50. S. O. S. CINEMA SUPPLY CORP., 602 
W. 52nd St., New York 19. 


BIG PANORAMIC SCREENS—LOW _ PRICES! 
All purpose metallic screens 9c sq. ft. Wide angle 
lenses, special apertures immediately available. S. O. S. 
CINEMA SUPPLY CORP., 602 W. 52nd St.. New 
York 19. 

















STUDIO EQUIPMENT 


HARNESS YOUR EXPERIENCE—SHOOT LOCAL 
newsreels, TV commercials, documentaries. Arrange 
advertising tie-ups with local merchants. Ask for Film 
Production Catalog St-10. S.O.S. CINEMA SUPPLY 
CORP., 602 W. 52nd St., New York 19. 


_HELP WANTED 


CIRCUIT LOOKING FOR 
dynamic advertising and pro 
notional sore 3 Opportunity for right party to 
with rapidly ner paoen, part of the country 

details of your — fications, experience, 
tami sti tce., in a letter t 


HE RALD 








WEST C ‘0 AST 


aggressive, naginative 


progress 
Send the 
ge, marital nd 


BOX 2780, MOTION aC TU RE 





AFL Council 
Asks Top Aid 


HOLLYWOOD: Because of “growing un 


motion picture studios, 


Film Council last Sun- 


ployment” in the 
Hollywood AFL 
si communication’ asked 
ight against 
1S and subsidies by for 
which cause Ame 
abroad. 
representatives 
‘tween the 


artificial 


rican 
pictures 
vernment 
tiations be 

en film industries, the 
nt should be “a support 
American “negotiating 

» equalize the bargaining 


recognized that “the 
the employees in the 
ry cle pends on the eco- 


and de 


otion picture 
industry” 
workers “are particularly 


of the domestic 


nomic health of our whol 
clared that the 
iffected by the rapid declin 
production of this industry. ... 

Che communication was sent to Eric 


Motion Picture Association of 
\merica; Ellis Arnall, Society of Indepen- 
dent Motion Picture Producers, with copies 
Dulles, U. S. Secretary ot 


State Department officials. 


Johnston, 


to John Foster 


St ite, al d other 


Expect Big Turnout for 
Wisconsin Allied Meet 


convention of 
\llied Independent Theatre Owners of Wis- 


The “vear-of-decision” 


Tuesday through 

at th Hotel, Milwau- 
expected to break all attendance 
iffairs in Milwaukee. Fea 


held next 


Schri veder 


consin, to be 
lhursday 
kee, is 

records for such <¢ 
affair will be Ben 
National Allied; Sig 
Wisconsin unit, 


tured speakers at the 
Marcus, 
Goldbe rg, 


ind Al Sindlinger, 


president ot 
president of the 
research expert. 


Ballantyne Wide Drive-in Screen 

The Ballantyne ymaha this 
week announced two new developments con 
cerning wide screens for drive-ins. The first 
is a prefabricated Boyer giant screen tower 
1) feet high by 90 wide and the second con- 
sists of prefabricated sections for the stand- 
which can convert 


( ‘Company of ( 


ird Boyer screen tower 


them to wide screen use. 


Harry R. Horgan Dies 

NEW PORT, R. Harry R. Horgan, 57, 
owner of the Opera House and a member 
for many years of civic organizations, died 
March 23 of a heart attack in the Newport 
He took over the Opera House 
30 years ago, where he switched from stage 
presentations to motion pictures. He is sur- 
three daughters. 


Hospital. 


vived by his wife, a son, 


George E. Whiteside 

Whiteside, 80, pioneer theatre 
operator of Salem, Ore., died 
of a heart attack March 24. The owner of 
the Palace, Majestic and Whiteside theatres 
in Corvallis, Ore., he was a native of Burl- 


George E. 
owner and 


ington, Iowa. 


John F. Murphy 

PROVIDENCE: sgn theatremen wer 
shocked on hearing of the death of John F. 
Murphy, former manager of the Avon 
Cinema here, in an automobile crash in 
Maine. Mr. Murphy managed the Avon 
prior to entering the U. S. Air Force. After 
discharge in 1°46, he became manager of 
the Waterville, Me., Opera House, and later 
managed two Maine drive-ins. 
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An International Association of Motion Picture Showmen—Walter Brooks, Director 


More Than Ever Before, Its Spring Clean-Up Time 


MART showmen who know the value of 
S good theatre housekeeping, and recog- 

nize the fact that Mother, when she 
brings the family to the theatre is always 
appreciative of the good housekeeping ges- 
tures that go with the season, are facing the 
fact that theatres generally need refurbish- 
ing, but this year it’s vital to give vour place 
of business a new aspect in addition toa 
ratios. 

The public have been told, and they will 
discover for themselves, that the movies are 
better than ever, and that something new 
has been added that gives motion pictures a 
new advantage, in the competitive battle for 
the public’s amusement dollar. They will 
be looking around to see what’s new, from 
the moment they cross the sidewalk towards 
your box office. Give them the look of fresh 
paint, the smell of cleanliness, and the glamor 
of a theatre, which differs from most places 
of business because we deal in glamor, and 
must have the appearance to justify it. 

People go to the theatre, in preference to 
staying home, because they want to feel they 
are “going out” for pleasure, and to see and 
enjoy that brightness that goes with the at- 
mosphere of a theatre in contrast even to 
their own homes. They like to see people, 
and meet triends, and be seen themselves, in 
company, at the right places. Theatre man- 
agers have more reason for Spring house- 
cleaning than even Mother does, with her 
annual effort. 

There’s lot of valuable community and 
public relations in the process of paint, polish 
and primping at this time of year. Your 
neighbors along Main Street will observe, 
and do likewise. A whole neighborhood can 
be lifted out of seasonal doldrums and made 
to feel better, with a dose of Spring tonic 
that originates at their community play- 
house. Of course, there’s never any excuse 
for being far behind with house cleaning, 
but that doesn’t stop Mother, who has the 
place in an uproar with her campaign for 
chasing dirt. 

And you can go far in community affairs 





50th ANNIVERSARY 


John J. Fitzgibbons, president of Famous 
Players-Canadian Corporation, is celebrat- 
ing the completion of fifty years in the 
industry. The strong man of Canada, now 
64, made his start as a projectionist's assist- 
ant at the age of 14 years, in the old Bijou 
theatre, Meriden, Conn., his birthplace. He 
has competent knowledge of every phase 
of theatre management and operation, 
because he has worked his way up through 
the ranks, and he takes pride in the fact 
that he has personally handled every job 
that he asks others to fill in his wideflung 
organization. Many good showmen in the 
Dominion credit their own progress to his 
insight and foresight as to the duties, 
responsibilities and rewards of good man- 
agement. 

And while we were on vacation recently, 
came a nice letter from John J. Fitzgibbons 
Jr. president of Theatre Confections, 
Limited, with a word of praise and encour- 
agement to the Herald for the new depart- 
ment, "Better Refreshment Merchandising" 
which is now a neighborly adjunct to the 
Round Table in each issue. Young Jack is 
following his father's good example. He 
stepped out to form his own company in 
the theatre refreshment field, and built-his 
position so strongly that he won the sub- 
stantial business of Famous Players-Cana- 
dian theatres, along with an independent 
sales approach to a majority of other 
theatres, across Canada. 





if you key a Spring drive of this sort with 
the sponsorship of paint and housewares 
dealers, with the Fire Underwriters, the 
Safety Councils, the Village Improvement 
Association, the women’s organizations and 
civic clubs, the school authorities, all down 
the line, interested in the same thing at the 
same time, for better living in your town. 
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Q JEFF JEFFERIS sends us a copy of his 
from Piedmont, Mis 
Jeff and censored by 


usual”—a_ good 


monthly 
“written by 


programs, 
sour 
Maude, as 
team who work together for t 
ot their industry—and he makes a_ side 
remark, addressed to us, becaus¢ 
side of the program is devoted to 
the friendly 


showmanship 
| 


n idvantage 
the reverse 
. personal 
message to his home folks, in 
style of the middle west. He asks 
corny 


“How 
can a guy get?”—but he needn't 
worry. If it will make him feel better, th 
Round Table is sometimes designated as “the 
and we have three red ears 


corn crib” 


hanging over the transom, where they usu 
ally put the horseshoe for luck. 

There is much to enjoy and appreciate in 
He announces that he 1 
closing the Jefferis theatre on April 27th 
and his Pine Hill Drive-in will open April 
29th. He says “Maude and I decided to keep 
the theatre closed this summer, as we have a 
His patrons have 


Jeff's own style. 


lot of remodeling to do.” 
been proud of Jefferis theatre housekeeping 
for 21 years, and this is the opportunity fot 
a new approach. He thinks folks will really 
be surprised. 

Jeff has some little differences 
operation that bring a smile of appreciation 
He runs a “midnight” show, at 11 p. m. on 
Saturday nights, and charges those who stay 
for it when they leave! That’s new and dit 
And he raises his own beefburgers 


in Drive-In 


ferent. 
on the premises. Says he never saw-a pai 


steers 
MN 


q WE’RE GLAD that the Rivoli theatre 
with “The Lost Weekend’ 
an all-time record breaker in 


ot more contented 


has re-opened 
—which 
this same theatre when it was first released 
—and that Vincent Trotta’s “one man show” 
is installed in the Rivoli mezzanine 
feature during the run. We expect photo 
graphs and publicity material from Monty 


Was 


as a 


Salmon, who has been boosting for an 


exhibit of the fine drawings of the veterai 


Walter Brooks 


industry artist 





Exploitation= 
On the Mark 


“GO.MAN.GO!” 


of United Artists’ "Go, Man Go! 
appearance in the lobby of the 
esent free basketballs to the first 


eams to purchase tickets. 


Garters for all! Those red garter girls, Pat Blake and Betty Thomas, 
right out of the Paramount picture, scatter souvenir garters to movie fans 
3t the opening of "Red Garters'’ at the Fox Wilshire theatre, Los Angeles. 

MIWONAIRE smac 
ARMEL FRENCH PARFAIT 


™ Th 


*CINEMASCOpY . 3 


HOW TO Mape f ' 
ARRY Alfred Lowenthal 
A MILLIONAIRE , t 
gave early patrons a 
‘millionaire snack 
—French Parfait— 
at the opening of 
Cinema- 
at 


Sentinel 
Sentinel re ma 
m4 Gury Vinin 
The > 
sy MILER ; 
(its Mii Citi 


- 


For the opening of "The Glenn Miller Story'’ at the 
Capitol theatre, on Broadway, these attractive models 
carried portable radios bringing the tunes directly to 
potential patrons. 


Keenan Wynn, in person, created quite a sensation at 
the premiere of ‘Tennessee Champ’ at Loew's State 
theatre, in Memphis, where he not only made friends and 
influenced people, but met with local Golden Glove 
fighters, in the theatre lobby. 
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QUIGLEY AWARDS 
CONTENDERS 


MARK ALLING 
Golden Gate 


San Francisco, Cal. 


J. T. BRIDGES 


Victory, Timmins, Can. 


C. F. BRODIE 
Regal, Barrow, Eng. 


BILL BURKE 
Capitol, Brantford, Can. 


TERRENCE C. BUTTLE 
Rex, Reading, Eng. 


H. STUART CODDE 
20th Century-Fox 
Sydney, Australia 


GERRY COLLINS 


Loew's, Toronto, Can. 


MAX COOPER 


Cove, Glen Cove, N. Y. 


E. De LAMATER, JR. 
Rhodes, Atlanta, Ga. 


ELMER N. De WITT 
Valentine, Defiance, O. 


BOB DIEM 
Colonial, Reading, Pa. 


THOMAS di LORENZO 
Drive-In 
Massapequa, N. Y. 


CHARLES DOCTOR 
Capitol, 
Vancouver, Can. 


RICHARD EMPEY 
Granada, Duluth, Minn. 


JACK FINK 
Park, Tampa, Fla. 


GEORGE J. FORHAN 
Belle, Belleville, Can. 


MARTY FOSTER 
Guild, Portland, Ore. 


MARCEL GALEAZZI 
Republic Pictures 
Rome, Italy 


ARNOLD GARY 
College 
Birmingham, Ala. 


PETER H. GASTON 
Savoy, Sale, Eng. 


LARRY GRAVER 
Mastbaum 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


ALVIN GUGGENHEIM 


Yale, Houston, Texas 


E. D. HAINGE 
Odeon 
Birmingham, Eng. 


MERLE F. HALLFORD 
Martin, Thomson, Ga. 


J. P. HARRISON 
Campus, Denton, Texas 


ROBERT HARVEY 
Capitol, North Bay, Can. 


G. C. HOPKINS 
Astra 
Wellesbourne, Eng. 


SAM HORWITZ 
Harbor, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


JAS. S. HOWARD, JR. 
Air Vue Drive-In 
Goldsboro, N. C. 


TED IRWIN 
Electric, Larned, Kansas 


JEFF JEFFERIS 
Jefferis, Piedmont, Mo. 


HAROLD C. JENKINS 
Coosa 
Childersburg, Ala. 


HELEN JOHNSON 
State 
Statesville, N. C. 


SUNTORN JUBANDHU 
Chalerm Thai Bangkok 


MICHAEL KING 
Alhambra, Toronto, Can. 


SIDNEY KLEPER 
College 
New Haven, Conn. 


FRANK KOVALETZ 
Paramount 
Wilkes Barre, Pa. 


D. E. LACEY 
Savoy 

South Shields, Eng. 
FRED C, LENTZ 


Paramount, Toledo, O. 


NORMAN LEVINSON 
Poli, Hartford, Conn. 


A. LOWENTHAL 
David Marcus 
New York, N. Y. 


J. NORMAN LONGLEY 
Imperial, Walsall, Eng. 


EDWARD McGLONE 
Palace, Cincinnati, O. 


WILLIAM McLARTY 
Regal, Hamilton, Eng. 


MOREY MARCUS 
Republic Pictures 
Hongkong 


JOSEPH MIRASOLA 
Lincoln 
Union City, N. J. 


STUART MURRAY 
Hays, St. Cloud, Minn. 


K. NAIR 
Republic Pictures 
Bombay, India 


RUFUS C. NEAS 
State 
Mooresville, N. C. 


HENNING NOACK 
Republic Pictures 
Copenhagen, Denmark 


R. W. PARKER 
Regal, Torquay, Eng. 


C. D. E. PARKIN 
Ritz, Wigan, Eng. 


MERLIN W. PAUL 
Hunt's, Wildwood, N. J. 


FRED PAULUS 
Republic Pictures 
Manila, P. |. 


GEORGE PETERS 


Loew's, Richmond, Va. 


LESTER POLLOCK 


Loew's, Rochester, N. Y. 


ROY RAISTRICK 
Gaumont 


Sheffield, Eng. 
BILL RIDING 


Regent, Harrisburg, Pa. 


JAMES ROBERTSON 
Regal, Girvan, Scot. 


CARL ROGERS 
Loew's, Dayton, Ohio 


ROBERT E. ROSEN 
Bismarck 
Bismarck, N. D. 


MORRIS ROSENTHAL 


Poli, New Haven, Conn. 


JERRY SCHUR 
Crotona 
New York, N. Y. 


OLGA SHARABURA 
Orpheum 
Sault Ste. Marie, Can. 


JACK SIDNEY 
Century, Baltimore, Md. 


JOHN L. SMITH 
Palace, Arbroath, Scot. 


BOYD SPARROW 
Warfield 
San Francisco, Cal. 


LESLIE SPRINKLE 
Lyric, Elkin, N. C. 


D. CYRIL STEIN 
20th Century-Fox 
Johannesburg, S. Africa 


MIKE STRANGER 
Plymouth 
Worcester, Mass. 


BILL TRAMBUKIS 
State 
Providence, R. |. 


C. B. TRISCIUZZI 
Republic Pictures 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 


D. J. VAN LEEN 
Centra Filma 
Amsterdam, Holland 


EDUARDO V. VIDAL 
Republic Pictures 
Mexico City, Mexico 


JOHN V. WARD 
Seneca 
Niagara Falls, Can. 


W. H. WILSON 
Paramount 
Edmonton, Can. 


MARTIN S. WUCHER 
Town, Miami, Fla. 


B. F. ZIALCITA 
Republic 
Manila, P. |. 
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Howarp PETTENGILL, advertising and publicity manager for Florida 


| State Theatres in Jacksonville, promised to send us a picture of a 
managers’ meeting scheduled in Orlando, and that he would have done 
only the photographer didn’t show up, and since we wanted to run the 
picture with names reading from left to right, we can’t quite make this 
illustration for “Showman in Action” as we expected to. But the inten 
tions were good, on all sides 

for the Schine circuit in Gloversville, reports the exploitation which Lot 
Hart, manager of the Avon theatre, Watertown, N. Y., had for “Riot 
in Cell Block 11” and says they played the picture in three other situa 
tions and were amazed at the business it did. He says “we can contribute 
a lot to the TV saturation campaign, but didn’t entirely depend on it, for 
individual managers did a tremendous job locally.” . Fox-West Coast 
Showtime shows a picture of a stage setting for a sponsored cooking 
school arranged by manager Frep GEBHARD? at the Mesa theatre, and 
says, “It’s Spring! ... Managers JAcK McGeorce of the Taft theatre, 
and MIKE Kirscu, of the Santa Paula, given a first rate boost in Fox 
West Coast Showtime for their handling of display on “Living Desert.” 
. . . DEAN HyskKELL, editor of the same circuit house organ, instructs 
Fox West Coast managers to wait for instructions as to just when and 
how they are to contact newspaper editors in regard to the COMPO 
series of industry advertisements now running in Editor & Publisher 
There’s a scheme afoot, to get manager and editor together in a joint 
operation at the point of sale. And it should button-up on this front, t 


be effective. 
qg Famous Players-Canadian managers were eligible, and they won, 

hands down, the $1,000 in prize money offered by International Fili 
Distributors for the best campaigns on “The Story of Gilbert & Sulli 
van” playing the Canadian circuit. CHARLEY Docror won top prize, $400 
in “A” situations, and we don’t wonder, since the same campaign was 
entered for the Quigley Awards, and it was “magnificent”—as Jimmi« 
Nairn said. FREEMAN SKINNER, manager of the Paramount, Halifax, 
was second in this class, for a $200 award. In the “B” situations, Bm 
BurKe_E of the Capitol theatre, Brantford, walked away with the top prize 
of $250, and CHARLIE DILLY, of the Paramount, Port Arthur, was second 
in this group, for $150 prize money. It’s a well deserved tribute to 
ambitious showmen of real ability and skill... . E>wArp CLOUTIER is the 
“Young Man of the Year” in Jimmie Nairn’s current issue of “What's 
New” from Famous Players-Canadian Theatres. Eddie is the doorman 
at the Capitol theatre, Prince Rupert, and he headed the entire list witl 
the greatest sale of theatre ticket books this year. His personal sales 
amounted to $3,153.30 and the circuit reports the greatest aggregate sale 
of ticket books in the company’s history. . . . TirF CooK, well known it 
the Round Table and attached to FP-C’s headquarters in Toronto, took 
a Theatre Confections, Ltd., truck to an outdoor game and attracted 
plenty of attention and customers to things to buy and eat while being 
otherwise entertained. . . . MAtr SAUNDERS, manager of Loew’s Poli 
theatre, Bridgeport, got a front-page story, carried over with art work 
and two columns of copy, when he helped a local mother to talk to het 
soldier son and his French bride, in an international phone call for th 


\merican Red Cross. 
gq Visiting with FrANK BoucHer in Washington the other day, we« 

agreed that we should spend a day in Baltimore, where a number 
of Round Table members and good showmen are always in action. And 
since returning to this desk, and finding JAcK SIDNEY’s excellent cam 
paign on “Knights of the Round Table” waiting for us here, we are eve1 
more anxious to put Baltimore on our list of places to hold a Round 
Table meeting in the foreseeable future. . . . Incidentally, Frank publishes 
the TV Guide in both Washington and Baltimore, and it is a potent 
program and advertising schedule. .. . Jim HArpimMAn, “Circus Boss” 
at Odeon’s headquarters in Toronto, selling a new contest for circuit 
managers for “The Greatest Showmanship on Earth” with sponsored 
prizes and other incentives to enlist the interest of the wives and mothers 
of contenders. . . . Ceci. MCGLOHON, manager of the Avon theatre 
Savannah, Ga., says that TV advertising on “Creature of the Black 
Lagoon” really paid off in a big way. ... A pressbook printed in Italy 
for Titanus Films, Rome, has an ingenius format, including 
halftone pictures, printed as bleed-pages, loose in the folder, and looking 
like real photographs, for use by the exhibitor as lobby display ne A 
patron of the Totah theatre, Farmington, New Mexico, was so 
with “The Robe” that he spent $24 advertising in local papers 
friends and neighbors that seeing the picture would make out 
better place to live in WILLIAM Brown, manager of the Stat 
theatre, Manchester, Conn., is named “Manager of the Month” 
New England zone, by Stanley Warner theatres, for his good campaign 
on “Long, Long Trailer,” which was promoted at little cost and produced 
very sizeable results. 
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The Resemblance Is 
Really Remarkable 


Not Lauren Bacall, Marilyn Monroe or 
Betty Grable, above, but their duplicates, 
top-winners in a contest promoted by RKO 
Theatres in New York with the cooperation 
of the the New York World-Telegram—and 
we've seldom seen such look-alikes. It was 
an exciting finish, for a contest to promote 
“How To Marry a Millionaire.” 

These winners were chosen in the finals, 
held in the swank Continental Room of the 
liner Nassau, at Pier 42, North River. 
Under newsreel floodlights, punctuated by 
the glare of photographers’ flash bulbs, the 
a top prize of a $500 
all three 
luxurious, 


contenders vied for 
savings bond, but the 


forward to is 


experience 


are looking that 


& 


all-expense-paid, vacation cruise 
aboard the liner to the Bahamas. It will be 
the first trip for any of the trio, who’ll sail 


seven-day, 


together on April 9th. Before they go, each 
will get 
nationally known wrist-watch, and a new 
hair-do, all contributed by sponsors. 

Our Vice President in charge of such 
matters has been deprived of Portfolio for 
his failure to get us invited to the affair. 
They had 15, count-em, 15 Marilyn Monroes, 
every one exactly like the original Marilyn 
in one way or another, and it’s said that as 


a complete vacation wardrobe, a 


many millionaires crashed the party to see 
if they could out-play Joe DiMaggio, against 
the field. 





Boyd Sparrow reports that the San Fran 
cisco Chronicle gave Loew’s Warfield thea 
tre a nice break with pictures and story 
on the opening of “Rose Marie.” 

v 

Ben Domingo, manager of RKO Keith’s 
Memorial theatre, Boston, combined two na- 
tional tieups in his lobby for “Glenn Miller 
Story’—Army Recruiting and Webcor 
phonographs 

v 

Bob Diem, manager of Loew’s theatre, 
Reading, Pa., not only had that New Moon 
trailer tieup for “The Long, Long Trailer” 
but had so many trailers and so much street 
frontage that it looks like a parade, just 
parked in front. 


44 


Oruicinc Unicone 
PERSONABLE | prpeNDABLE 


(CASHIERS | DOORMEN 


**Search tor 


Stars”? Held 


During our recent vacation from this 
desk, Frank Hughes, manager of the Ave- 
nue theatre, San Francisco, sent news of 
his new talent show, “Search for Stars” 
which opened with so much success that it 
has now been held over for an additional 
six weeks. It has brought up the box office 
by 140 per cent. We're glad to publish the 
story, with credit to him for the Bay Area’s 
popular discovery show, which is now being 
copied in other houses. 

Successful amateurs who have appeared 
on important radio and Tv shows provide 
a nucleus for incoming talent, all of whom 
strive to impress the Avenue audience with 
their talents. New people are being found 
regularly, who will go on to other appear- 
ances, and who may find success in any of 
the allied fields of radio, television or motion 


pictures. 


"100 Gals" Awarded 
To "100 Winners” 


Peter Melnyk, manager of the Century 
theatre, Bonnyville, Alberta, promoted a 
cooperative advertising deal with a local gas 
station, who gave out a gallon of gas to 
each of 100 winners who purchased lucky 
number tickets. An insurance agency paid 
for the distribution of handbills, each with 
a safety-pin attached, in case you lost a 
button laughing at “Scared Stiff.” His 
program calendar, lithographed in Canada 
by Pan-American Advertising Service, New 
Hope, Ont., is very attractive in color, and 
style. It is underwritten by cooperative 
advertisers. 


Merry-Go-Round Horses 
Double in Ballyhoo 


William Butterfield, owner of the Lake 
Drive-In theatre, Pasagoula, Miss., an old 
hand at exploitation, had his entire staff in 
western costume, placarded the concession 
counter with one-sheets and photographs, 
had a display of old guns, and the horses 
from his playland’s merry-go-round, as 
ballyhoo and atmosphere for Republic’s 
“Jubilee Trail.” 


Lutaersnir 
ORGANIZATION 
PROMOTIONAL 
TANDY ATTENDANTS’ MANAGEMENT 


O: <3 Arcoressive 


. 


YSTEMA 
CLEANING  SALESMANSHIP 


MAINTENANCE DEPT 


Johnny Corbett, manager of Schine's Glove and Hippodrome theatres in Gloversville, 
N. Y., held a joint staff meeting on stage, at the showing of Irving Mack's training film, 
“Courtesy Is Contagious"—with this line-up of employees who are sold on the idea, and 
drive it home with slogans, based on what they've learned. 
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KS8T Create 
Their Own 


OC Pressbooks 


Howard Pettengill sends samples of the 
kind of pressbooks which are created by 
Florida State Theatres and circulated to 
managers in the circuit, directly from the 
headquarters advertising and publicity office 
in Jacksonville. We've known this was 
common practice in Howard Pettengill’s 
contact with circuit houses, but we haven't 
known many other instances where it 
well handled. It’s a little difficult to deter- 
mine how much of these books are actually 
printed in Florida for the purpose, and how 
much is assembled and bound from national 
sources, but the result is uniformly good. 

The campaign manual for Walt Disney's 
“Living Desert” is a substantial job, with 
sales ideas and suggestions, partly in mimeo- 
graph, but with added proof pages, where 
actual ad copy can be tipped in. 
comment cards and the use of opinion quotes 
gets special attention, and there is sound 
advice as to how to get the family trade 
with a typical Disney attraction, Also, we 
note in passing, a warning to “delete or 
cover art on snakes” in lobby display, 
proving that Florida managers know patrons 
don’t like snakes. 

On “The Bigamist’ the 
runs along “True Confessions” lines and the 
warning line is repeated in every ad— 
“Adult Entertainment for Adult Audiences.” 
Special lobby display was prepared in the 
Jacksonville Art Shop and shipped to thea- 
tres in the circuit booking. Newspaper 
teaser ads were smartly designed to capital- 
ize the adult approach and the nature of the 
picture, which is proper handling for this 
type of attraction. It’s never smart to ignore 
the warnings on adult pictures. 


IS as 


Prevue 


sales approach 


Local Playdates Listed 
In National Advertising 


The first 1,150 theatres which dated Uni 
versal’s new Technicolor adventure film, 
“Saskatchewan”, will find their playdates 
listed in record-making two-and-a-half page 
ads in Collier’s and Look magazines, dated 
March 19th and 23rd. This marks the 
largest number of dates ever listed in this 
type of national magazines, in line with the 
advertising policy of Universal’s Dave 
Lipton, who seeks to bring this “want-to- 
see” promotion closer to the actual theatre 
playdates, throughout the country. 





FILMACK 
Oe serteg ts wa K 
: Trailers 
oy FA fenene 


Trailers 
\ When You 
} Need Them 


1327 S$. Wabash Ave. 
CHICAGO 5, ILLIFCOIS 


For Quality 


630 NINTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 36, N.Y. 





a's 
No 
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British Round Table 


q D. HuGues, manager of the Regal cine 
ma, Cheltenham, sent photos of Ava 
Gardner ‘with a covering letter to American 
bases and the larger factories for “Mogambo,” 
in addition to the usual exploitation. . . . G. 
LENNOX, assistant manager of the Kegal, 
Hamilton, Scotland, obtained a natural tieup 
when a local restaurant called “The Spider’s 
Web” agreed to a window display in exploita- 
tion of “The Maze.”. .. C. G. MANHIRE, man- 
ager of the Savoy cinema, Edinburgh, Scotland, 
promoted a jungle window display in a local 
florist shop, complete with bears borrowed from 
a furrier for “Tarzan and the She-Devil,” and 
good business proved the value of this extra 
effort. S. V. Murpocu obtained valuable 
away-from-theatre publicity on “East of Suma 
tra” through a tieup with a nearby laundry 
whose trucks carried advertising for the picture 
at the Gaumont cinema, Liverpool, where he is 
manager. ... 1. C. Myrans who manages th« 
Odeon theatre in Chelmsford, sends photo of 
good exploitation tieup with the local Road 
Safety Committee for “From Here to Eternity” 
and says it is the first time a have been 
known to tie up with anybody. ... F. B. PAGE’s 
simple but attention-getting ABA stunt 
for “Sombrero” at the Rex cinema, Islington, 
was a man in Mexican costume sitting outside 
the theatre in typical head down, crossed legged 
siesta. . . . R. Parrott, manager of the Ritz 
cinema, Doncaster, hopeful that material sent 
us on recent exploitation will qualify him fo 
Round Table membership, and we assure him 
that he has been enrolled and card is on the 
way. ... Roy Ralstrick, manager of the Gau 
mont, Sheffield, sends a fine “How to Marry a 
Millionaire” entry for the next Quigley Awards 
competition. He plays up a different angle by 
offering five days in Paris to the girl whose 
voice is most similar to Marilyn Monroe’s 


uy 


assistant manager at the 

Wellingbrough, played 
“Dangerous When Wet” in cold weather, and 
rather than emphasize the bathing suit angl 
had a well publicized fashion contest showing 
dresses made of “safe when wet” materials. . . 
\nother assistant manager, A. BUCKLEy of the 
Regal cinema, Halifax, put the doorman in 
gorilla get-up to parade the streets for “Mo 
gambo.” \. S. CooKE, manager of the Regal 
cinema, Cirencester, contacted the heads of 30 
local schools with invitations for groups of chil 
dren to see “The Conquest of Mt. Everest,” 
with resulting good will... . D. S. CopELAND 
assistant manager of the Globe cinema, Stock 
ton, had the world-renowned clown, “Coco” a 
a special minors’ matinee, and two local news 
papers gave the story good space. . . rie 
pEL NEvo, acting manager at the Re gal « cinema 
Oxford, using a “Day to Remember” contest 
to exploit the picture of that name. First prize 
was a portrait, promoted from a local photog 
rapher. . . R. N. DouGLas, assistant at the 
Waverly cinema, Shawlands, Scotland, another 
who believes in contests. This was a tour con 
test with two weeks in Italy as first prize i 
exploitation of “Quo Vadis.”. . . CHARLES I 
FOWLER, manager of the New Hippodrome & 
Tudor House, Huddersfield, tied up his cam 
paign for “Second Chance” with the local Road 
Safety Commission who put up posters and 
supplied 1000 children’s road safety painting 
books. Peter H. GASTON, assistant man 
ager of the Savoy cinema, Sale, sends campaig1 
book showing all-out exploitation for ‘Mo 
gambo,” including gorilla masks and _ street 
ballyhoo. . . . E. D. HAINGE, manager of the 
Odeon cinema, Birmingham, icted 
social and church organizations in advance of 
his playdate of “The Robe” and invited the 
mayor and other dignitaries.—l/ 


NoEL BriGGs, 


q Lyric cinema, 


t 


cont heads ot 


vr ¥ 


Miss Lily Watt, manager of the Odeon theatre, Coatbridge, Scotiand, and one of our 
best Round Table members anywhere in the world, displays her Scroll of Honor citation, 
won in the third quarter for the Quigley Awards of 1953—to a visitor, Roy Rogers, in 
person, on a six-weeks tour of Britain's music halls. 


As a matter of interest, 


in addition to the Roy Rogers Fan Club, with over 50,000 


members, there are now 65 cinemas with Riders Clubs in Britain. Roy returns with the 


resolution to make new films for theatres, at long last. 


fans have had a current release. 


1954 


It's been years since his loyal 
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. . . Timely news supple- 
menting the special 
monthly department cov- 
ering all phases of re- 


freshment service. 





CANDY. BEVERAGE VARIETY GROWS 


Popcorn may be the kingpin of theatre 
refreshment vending, but both candy and 
beverages have made significant gains in 
popularity among patrons of the indoor 
snack bars. As a consequence the visitor 
to the refreshment stand now finds a greater 
variety of confectioner y and soft drinks to 
choose from than evet before ! 

These were important findings in the 
Sixth Annual Theatre Refreshment Sales 
Survey in which exhibitors throughout the 
United States were polled concerning vari- 
ous aspects of their snack service operations. 
(The first report on the survey results was 
published in the Better Theatres Market 
Guide Number, issued March 27.) 

That increase in the range of candy 
brands available at the theatre snack stand 
has grown steadily the past few years. Back 
in 1952 the average theatre was shown in 
survey results to offer its patrons a choice 
of about 29 bars. Last year this figure 
jumped to 35. In 1954 it is 40—an advance 
of 27%% in only two years! 

With such an increase in the kinds of 
candy stocked in theatres, it was inevitable 
that the list ot “best-sellers” among the 
brands should also be considerably expanded. 
As a part of the poll each year exhibitors 
ire asked to name the ten brands which are 
most popular among their patrons. In tabu- 
lating the results it was found that there 
were 156 different kinds! 

From all the brands listed each year the 
Herald selects those which received the 
largest number of votes, and these are 
awarded Theatre Sales Champion Shields. 
which, $iguifies that they lead the field in 
popularity with theatre patrons, (The com- 
plete list of winners is reproduced at right.) 

In addition to naming their “best-selling” 
candies, exhibitors reported the beverages 
which are most often purchased by their 
clientele. 

While jess popular with theatre patrons 
than either popcorn or candy, according t 
survey results, beverages have over the 
years gradually earned for themselves a sub- 
stantial place in refreshment stand business. 
While in 1952 exhibitors reported that an 
average of only 6 out of each 100 patrons 
purchased a soft drink, this year that figure 


‘ 


was 28 a ump of almost 500% 


46 








Theatre Sales 
Champions 


... best-selling candies and 


MOTION PICTURE 


soft drinks named in survey 


CANDY 

Almond Joy 

Baby Ruth 

Brock Assortment 
Butterfinger 

Clark Bar 

Goobers 

Mr. Goodbar 

Hershey Bars 
Hollywood Milk Shake 


Jujyfruits 


Planter’s Peanuts 
Pom Poms 
Powerhouse 
Peanut Butter Cup 
Raisinets 

Switzer’s Licorice 
Three Musketeers 
Tootsie Roll 
Welch Jr. Mints 


BEVERAGES 
M & M’s Canada Dry 
Malted Milk Balls Orange and Grape 


Mars Coca-Cola 
Mason Dots Dad’s Root Beer 
Milk Duds : 
; Hires Root Beer 
Milky Way aye 
Mission Orange 


Mounds 
Necco Peppermints Orange Crush 
Pepsi-Cola 


Nestle Bars 
Oh Henry Seven-Up 


Manufacturers of Champions not identified in the brand names are as follows: Almond Joy and Mounds, Peter Paul, 
Inc., Naugatuck, Conn.; Baby Ruth and Butterfinger, Curtiss Candy Company, Chicago; Goobers and Raisinets, 
Blumenthal Bros., Philadelphia; Mr. Goodbar, Hershey Chocolate Corporation, Hershey, Pa.; Jujyfruits, Henry Heide 
Company, New York; M & M’s, Hawley & Hoops, Newark, N. J.; Malted Milk Balls and Powerhouse, Walter H. 
Johnson Candy Company, Chicago; Mars, Milky Way, and Three Musketeers, Mars, Inc., Chicago; Milk Duds, 
M. J. Holloway Company, Chicago; Necco Peppermints, New England Candy Company, Cambridge, Mass.; Oh Henry, 
Williamson Candy Company, Chicago; Pom Pom and Jr. Mints, James 0. Welch Company, Cambridge, Mass.; Peanut 
Butter Cup, H. B. Reese Candy Company, Hershey, Pa.; Tootsie Rolls, Sweets Company of America, Hoboken, N. J. 
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Knock on Wood 


Paramount-Dena—Danny Kaye Entertains 


(Color by Technicolor) 


There is plentiful reason for believing that 
this picture will set off a chain reaction likely 
to culminate in final high placement of Danny 
Kaye among the Top Ten performers in this 
publication’s annual Money-Making Stars poll. 
For nobody on either side of the Atlantic ques- 
tions for a moment the Kaye ability to stimulate 
laughter in any audience ever assembled any- 
where if given his own special type of material 
and allowed to deliver it in his own fashion. 

Unfortunately, this has not always been the 
case in his pictures, which undoubtedly is why 
his screen fame, formidable as it is, never has 
equalled quite his supremacy in the variety and 
night club fields. The other circumstance that 
has kept the Kaye name a notch or two below 
the Top Ten is the relative infrequency of his 
releases. But neither of those limiting circum 
stances apply to this picture or time. 

The comedian made this picture to his own 
measure, and it fits him like his skin. It is 
to be followed in release in six months by 
another picture strictly in his vein (“White 
Christmas”) and six months after that, or 
sooner, by a third. The shrewd thing for a 
showman to do is to crowd on full selling sail 
for “Knock on Wood” and ride on up to 
mounting profits as the Kaye renown ascends. 

In “Knock on Wood” Kaye portrays a two- 
dummy ventriloquist whose complexes cross 
him up so drastically, whenever he falls in 
love, that his manager persuades him to consult 
a psychiatrist. The psychiatrist turns out to 
be a beautiful girl with a complex of her own 
which he takes care of in the rational way that 
sweethearts always have done these things, but 
the story gets snarled up with competing plot- 
ters, each band of them seeking to obtain high- 
explosive formulae which have been concealed 
in the ventroloquist’s dummies, and who com 
mit several murders which are charged to Kaye 
until the final seconds of running time. Neither 
prong of the story is treated earnestly, of 
course, and both yield large laugh harvests. 

The picture is so rich in Kaye material, and 
the Kaye material is so varied, that it is dif- 
ficult, and in a strict sense pointless, to select 
individual sequences for special mention. May- 
be the longest and loudest laughs are induced 
by an hilarious scene in which Kaye and a 
bumbling passenger undertake to manipulate an 
over-complicated sports motor car. Or maybe 
it’s the incredibly confused and excruciatingly 
executed ballet number that lifts the roof the 
higher. On the more intellectual level, the 
plane where Kaye has no rival, the scenes hav- 
ing to do with psychiatry and psychiatrists 
are immensely amusing. 

The mentioned incidents range widely as to 
type and style of performance, with Kaye com 
plete master of all and sundry, but he finds 
a spot now and then, additionally, to sing some 
songs written by Sylvia Fine and dance some 
routines staged by Michael Kidd. All these 


PRODUCT DIGEST SECTION, APRIL 3, 1954 


add up to an oustanding evening in anybody’s 
theatre, aided by color by Technicolor. 

It is a Dena Production, written, produced 
and directed by Norman Panama and Melvin 
Frank, to whom the trade owe a debt for a 
picture of precisely the kind it needs most. 

Previewed at the studio. Reviewer's Rating: 
Excellent.—Wist1AM R. WEAVER. 

Release date, not set. Running time, 103 minutes 
PCA No. 16693. General audience classification. 
Jerry Morgan 
Ilse Nordstrom Zetterling 
Torin Thatcher, David Burns, Leon Askin, Abner 
Biberman, Gavin Gordon, Otto Waldis, Steven Geray, 
Diana Adams, Patricia Denise, Virginia Huston, Paul 
England. Johnstone White, Henry Brandon, Lewis 
Martin 


Elephant Walk 


Paramount—Adventure in Ceylon 
(Color by Technicolor) 

A drama of 
spective emotional 


Kaye 


outdoor adventure and intro 
conflict, “Elephant Walk” 
unfolds against the striking, authentic back- 
grounds of Ceylon. Made in color by Techni- 
color, it stars Elizabeth Taylor, Dana Andrews 
and Peter Finch. Production values are quite 
impressive, more so than the story, which is 
a moody tale of subtle marital conflict, adven- 
ture and spectacle in the jungle fastnesses of 
Ceylon. 

Starting in London where Peter Finch woos 
and wins his pretty young bride, Miss Taylor, 
the scene soon moves to the plantation empire 
in Ceylon, Elephant Walk, which Finch has 
inherited from his father. 

No sooner does the happy bride arrive at 
the plantation than she finds it overhung with 
inexplicable gloom and foreboding. It seems 
that the father, though deceased, is still very 
much of a living legend, who sets the tone of 
life on the plantation. Thus there are rituals, 
customs and wild bouts of intoxication on the 
club-like plantation. Presently in the John Lee 
Mahin screenplay, Miss Taylor becomes es- 
tranged from her husband, for in the new setting 
he is quite different from the kindly, devoted 
suitor who wooed her. Furthermore there is 
Andrews, an American overseer of plantation 
operations, who falls in love with Miss Taylor. 
Another suspense-provoking factor in the story 
is that the plantation house has been built along 
a path on which the elephants have traveled 
for years on their way to the river. 

Conflicts in the story develop to a _ point 
where Miss Taylor is about to run off with 
Andrews when suddenly an epidemic of cholera 
breaks out. This keeps all quarantined within 
the confines of the plantation. A violence of 
climax is provided when the elephants go on 
a rampage, reducing the plantation, with the 
aid of a spectacular fire, to ruins. Out of this 
tragedy, however, Finch and Miss Taylor reach 
a new evaluation of life and are happily re- 
united. 

Acting from the stars is always on a com 
petent, professional level. 

Exploitation-minded showmen have in _ the 
concluding scenes effective material to work 
with, The elephants stampeding through the 


walls, the resultant crumbling of rock and lum 
ber, and finally the consuming blaze, have been 
photographed with striking visual effect 

Irving Asher produced and William Dieterle 
directed. 

Seen at the office projection room 
Very Gov d 


1 
home 


f Rating: 


Reviewer's 
HERBSTMAN 
Release date, Tune, 1954. Running 
PCA No. 16122. General audience 
Ruth Wiley 
Dick Carver. Andrews 
John Wiley........ ears Peter Finch 
Abraham Sofaer, Abner iberman, vl Drayton, 
Rosalind Ivan, Barry Bernard, Philip nge, Edwar 
Ashley, Leo Britt, Mylee Haulani, Ja Raine, Vict 
Millan, Henry Carr, William Bengal Rau, Eddie Da 
Jiva Raj De Alwis, Reginald Lal Singh, Charles Heard 
Norma Barden, Rodd Redwing, Carlos Rivero, Adolf 
Ornelas, Delmar Costell 


time, 


Prisoner of War 
MGM—Korean War Drama 


The atrocities visited upon captives by nortl 
Korean Communists have been well documented 
vocally, and in book and newspaper form. In 
the story of these violations of the buman mind 
and body lie the ingredients of strong and 
striking entertainment. Regrettably, however 
this effort to convey the nature of the Com- 
munist in war is hardly a convincing one. The 
characters in the film are deliberately con 
structed stereotypes rather than individuals. 
While the authenticity of the brutality depicted 
is not to be denied, it is cinematically formless, 
for it lacks the realism of the documentary or 
the emotionalism of drama. 

On a non-serious level, however, the picture 
has some good exploitation values. It flares 
fitfully and melodramatically and gets its points 
across in terms of standard suspense and shock 
thrills. 

Although Allen Rivkin interviewed many 
POW returnees in order to put conviction into 
the screenplay, it somehow didn’t come out 
that way. The story has Ronald Reagan, a 
U. S. Army Captain, volunteer to drop behind 
the enemy lines in the uniform of a corporal, 
and get captured so that he can report on the 
treatment of U.N. prisoners. His experiences 
begin with a death march, and go on to take 
in innumerable incidents of torture, terror and 
indoctrination attempts. 

Reagan’s acting is as good as can be expecte d 

Oscar Homolka, as the Soviet colonel, turns 
in a good performance, but it scarcely rises 
above the material. Steve Forrest plays a 
defiant G. I., Paul Stewart, a prisoner Army 
doctor, and Dewey Martin, a “plant” who pr« 
tends to have gone over to the Communists. 

Andrew Marton directed and Henry Bermat 
produced 

Seen at the New York exchange projection 
room. Reviewer's Rating: Fair—M.H 
Release date, May, 1954. Running 
utes. PCA No. 16758. General audien 
Web Sloane. ; 

Cpl. Stanton.... oan ‘ 

Dewey Martin, Oscar Home!ka, Robert 
Stewart, Henry Morgan, Stephen 
Strong, Darryl Hickman, Weaver 
yama, lke Jones, Clarence Lung 


Lupton, Ralph Ahn 





SHORT SUBJECTS CHART 


reviews, synopses 


index to 





No. 


Rel. 


Date 


Title 


COLUMBIA 


5426 
642) 
6422 
6423 
6424 


6425—Two Nuts in a Rut (18). .: 


5858 


5859 Hollywood's 
(10%) 


ALL-STAR COMEDIES 


Spies and Guys (16) 
He Popped His Pistol 
{ 


Love’s a Poppin’ (16)... .6-11-53 
Oh, Say Can You Sue 

See 
A Cr ie They Did Go 

(164 10-29-53 
Down ‘i Hateh (1742) .11-26-58 
Deggie in the Bedroom 

(16%) 


ANIMAL CALVACADE 


7-30-53 
-27 -53 


(842). 
(7).....8 


Greyhound Capers 
Three Big Bears 


ASSORTED FAVORITES 
(Reissues) 
Calling All Fibbers 


16/2) 
Wife Decoy (17) 
Silly Billy (18). 0-2 
Strife of The Party (16) 12+ 7. 53 
Oh, Baby (18). whe 


CANDID MICROPHONE 


— Microphone No. 4 
.. 4-30-53 


Candid Microphone No. | Hi 10-53 
Candid Microphone No. 2. 12-10-53 
Candid Microphone No. 3.2-18-54 


COLOR FAVORITES 
(Relssues) 


King Midas Junior (7)... 
A Helping Paw (7) 
The Mad Hatter (7)... 5-28- 53 
Mother Hen’s Holiday ” 6-1853 
The Dream Kids (7'/2)....7-9-53 
The Rocky Road to Ruin 

(8/2) nee 
Carnival Courage (7) 
Fiesta Time (7'). 
Room and Bored (7) 
Boy, Gun, & Birds 


4-6-53 
-5 


2 

e 
oon 
BSSa 


(7%) os 
Skeleton Frolie (7a)... 
Tree For Two (7%) 

“a, Down Yonder im the Com 


ge oie 


\- 
ig Cat & Canary (7)..2- 


COMEDY FAVORITES 
(Reissues) 


Hot Water (18'/)..... 
— Shot at Sunrise 


Mischief 


.7-16-53 
10-15-53 
11-12-53 

1-14-54 


(16) 
Meet ow. 
= a First Fright 


2-25-54 


) 
Slappily Married “(i6%) 3-4-54 


JOLLY FROLICS 
(Color) 
The Emperor's New pommess | 


7) 4-30-53 
Christopher Crumpet (7). .6-25-53 


MR. MAGOO 
(Color) 


Safety Spin (7) ° 
Magoo’s Masterplece (7) . 
Magoo Slept Here (7) 
Magoo Goes Skling (7)... 


5-21-53 
. 7-30-53 
11-19-53 
3-11-54 


MUSIC TO REMEMBER 


The Polovetsian 
(9%) 
Nuteracker Suite (9'/2) 
Piano Concerte in B-Fiat 
Minor (10) 
(9%) 


Peer Gynt Suite ( 
Swan Lake Ballet (10) 


Dances 


1812 Overture (11) 


SCREEN SNAPSHOTS 
a Ha! from Hollywood 


4-23-53 
Heitywood’ $8 Grea’ 
Comedians (9'/2 ,) oss». 5-14-53 
Pair of Jacks 
.6- 18-53 





For information on short subjects turn to the Product 
Digest Section pages indicated by the numbers which 
follow the titles and release dates in the listing. Numer- 
als in parentheses next to titles represent running time 
as supplied by the distributor. (R) Indicates a reissue. 








5860 Out West 
(10%) 
Hollywood 
Hollywood Laugh Parade | 
Men of The West (10)..1 
ortainers 

(10%) 


—, In Uniform 


in Hollyweed W-562 Springtime For a 


685! w-563 - That Ceuldn’t Sioa 


6852 
6853 
6854 


M-G-M TECHNICOLOR 
CARTOONS 


54 
Hollywood Stars To mee - ' - Little Johnny Jet S).. 


STOOGE COMEDIES 

. -4-2-53 

» 5-7-53 
6-15-53 


Just Dueky (7) 

Half Pint Palomino (7) 
Two Little Indians m. 1 
Life With Tom (8)....1 


Loose Loot (16). 

Tricky Dicks (16). 
Spooks (3D) (16) 
Pardon My Backfire (16) 


(3D) 
Rip, Sew and Stiteh (17). 
Bubble Trouble (16%)... 
Goof on the Roof (16/2) 
Income Tax Sappy (16'/2) 


SSeS 2228 


8-15-53 

.9-3-53 
10-8-53 
12-3-53 
.2-4-54 


PETE SMITH SPECIALTIES 


Travel Quiz om (9) .4- o* 53 
The Postman (10) 5-9 0-53 
Dogs 'N Dueks (10).. 

Anclent Cures (8) 

It Would 

Right (10) 

This ts Living? (9). 
Landlording it (¢ 

hings We Cen 


THRILLS OF MUSIC 
(Reissues) 


Les Elgart & om, (10). 
a A Sherock reh. 


-4-30-53 


Film Anties (8) 

Fish Tales (8) 

Do Someone A Favor (9) 41 
Out For Fun (10) 


PROPHECIES OF 
NOSTRADAMUS 


rn o¥y Ask Nostradamus . 

) 

Nostradamus & the Queen 
8-29-53 


Manchito & Orch. (10%). cs ‘. 54 


TOPNOTCHERS 


590! Beyond the Frontier (16) .6-11 
5902 This is Versailles (104) .6-25 


1-53 
-53 


U.P.A. CARTOON SPECIALS 


Gerald MeBolng—Bolng’s 
Symphony (7%) 


PARAMOUNT 


CARTOON CHAMPION 
(Reissues) 
The Wee Men (10) 
The Enchanted Square 
(10) aare 
Cheese Burglars (7)... 
Stupidstitious Cat (7) 
— Ado About Mutton 


1767 


Garden (7) 2095 
Tell Tale Heart 2063 
Bringing Up Mother @.. 2207 
Ballet-Oop (72) 2-11-54 2207 


a soa In 


WORLD OF SPORTS 


-53 
_— Champlonship Naughty But Mice (7). 10- 2-53 


CASPER 
(Teehnteotor) 
Spook Ne Evil (7) 
North 7 


Pal 
By the 


Little Boo Peep (7). 
Do or Diet (7). 

Boos and Saddles (7). 
Boo Moon (SD)(®)... 
Zero the Hero (7) 
Casper Genii 


(94% 8-53 
Dude Ranch Sperts (9!) .7- 3: 53 
Assault and Mat-Tery....9-24-53 
Hockey Thrills and 

Spilis (9%) 
Snow Speedsters (10'4). 
Battling Big Fish (if). “12 17- 53 
mens Down reeeeed Way 

10 > 
Tee Magic (10) 


Run 


! (7) 
Old MII! Seream 


SDasaeaTD woo 
mana cone 


Www Ww 


SERIALS 


(All 15 Chapters) 

The Great Adventures of 
Captain Kidd 
Jungle Ralders 


HEADLINER CHAMPION 
6120 


10-2-53 
6140 10-2-88 
0-2-53 


a (9) 
Timber ace (9). 
on & Catch Me (9). 
r? “4 s Who In Animal ‘and 


2-53 
Cuntie From Brazil ‘ead * 2- 4 
Brones & Brands (9)...10-2-53 


1879 
1983 
2095 
2135 


M-G-M 
FITZPATRICK TRAVEL TALKS 
(Color) 
T-415 Beautiful Bavaria (9). 
T-416 1 yews City of Gol 


( 
T-417 Delightful <r’ (8) .6 
T-418 1 City of 


HERMAN AND KATNIP 
(Color) 
— the Cartoonist 
(7) - 
Drinks on the Mouse (7) 8-28-53 
Northwest Mousie o.oo 


Surf & Sound (7) 
Of Mice and Menace 


os 183! 


1871 
1927 
2031 
2087 
GOLD MEDAL REPRINT 
CARTOONS 
Red Het Riding Hood 


Flirty Birdy (7).. 
— Cindere! 
(8) 


KARTUNES 
(Technicolor) 


Phitharmmaniacs (7).. 
Aero-Nutics (7) 

Invention Convention (7) .6- 
No Place Like Rome (7) .7- 


1847 
1871 
1935 


W -465 
ws 466 


mmm mm mmm 


Rel. 
Title 


NOVELTOON 
(Color) 


Winner by a Hare (6). .4-17-58 
or Bait Than Never 


ow 
Hair, Today. 
Tomorrow (7) 

Candy Cabaret (7) 


PACEMAKERS 


Call Me Skinny wilt 
Hurricane Hunters 

Spirit of Seventy. o) 
Soclety Man (10). 
Room That Flies (10). 
What’s Wrong Here? 
(10) 

Million Dollar 
Playground (10) 


POPEYE 
(Color) 
Popeye's 5 Bathe (6). 


Toreado 
Baby cure ; Delile 


4-16-54 


6-26-53 
. .8-7-53 
:10-2-53 
12-25-83 

.2-5-54 


sf 


(6) 

Firemen’s Brawl (6). 

we Ace of Space (3D) 
) 


Shaving Muggs (6) 
Floor Flusher (6) 
20th — (8). 
Taxi-Turvy . 


LELSS Be 


P.D. 


Date Page 


GRANTLAND RICE SPORTLIGHTS 


R12-7 
R12-8 
R12-9 


Ri2-1 
Ri2-1 


Ri2-1 


b Wizard of Clubs 


( 

The Sporting British 
West Indies (9) 

— Mountain Speedsters 


0 Flying ere sai 6-12-53 
| Wee Water Won 

(9) 
2 Collegiate Cireus Champs 


Rocky Mountain River 
Thrills (9) 

Mother Was A Champ 
(9 


Cheos Canines (9). .11-13- -53 
Rough Ridin’ Youngsters 


(9) 
Water Swimphny (9)..12- 18-53 
Angling for Thrills (9) . 1-22-54 
Kids on a Springboard 

) 2-26-54 
Riding the ’Glades (9). .3-12-54 


Rough & Tumble 
Stick Games 4- 


TOPPER 


Horse and Buggy Days 


30-54 


ond Crazy 

Rowdy Racoons 
Uncommon Sense (10). 
Wings to the North 


(10) 
Bear Jam (10) 
5 Three Wishes (10) 


REPUBLIC 


THIS WORLD OF OURS 
(Trucolor) 
eee of 


SERIALS 


Canadian Mounties vs. Anam 
Invaders 7-8- 


(15) 
Trader Tom of the China 
Seas (12) 


RKO 


44,601 


44,701 


ADVENTURES IN MUSIC 
(Disney-Color) 


Melody (3D) (10) 
Melody (2D) (10) 


1839 
1831 


1959 
1967 
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Prod. Rel. P.D. 
No. Title Date Page 


LEON ERROL COMEDIES 


(Reissues) 
Gem-Jams (18) .......- 7-31- 
ve Forgot To ee 
Birthday Blues ( 

Let’s Go po CY (i7). 
It Shouldn’t Happen 
te a Dog (18).. 

Maid Trouble a) 


EDGAR KENNEDY SERIES 


(Reissues) 


Uniueky Dog (15) 8-7-53 
Trouble or ‘Nothing (18) .8- 14-53 


2031 
2047 


MICKEY MOUSE BIRTHDAY 
CARTOONS 
(Technicolor) 
(Reissues) 
Mickey's need Party 
the Pointer (8). 
Tiger Trouble (7) 
Nifty Nineties (7) 
Mr. Mouse Takes a 


Trip 
The Whalers 


MY PAL 
(Re-releases) 
My Pal with Flame 


22) 
Pal’s Adventure (20).... 


RKO PATHE SPECIAL 


Tower of Destiny (15). .5-22-53 
Shark Killers (15) ° 
This Is Little League 


(15) 
Magic Streetear (20). 


SCREENLINERS 


Running the Red 

Blockade 

Herring Hunt (10).. 

tonate of Yesterday 
) 


SS S88 


43,102 


10-30-53 
43,103 12-18-53 


Fire Fighters (8) 

Golden Gate (8) 

Mission Ship ...........4- 2 
Untroubled Border 

Black Power 


SPORTSCOPES 
Ben Hogan (8)..... ° 
Eo (8 


SLLLLLLS os 


44, 210 


43,301 
44,302 


. 
Ka 
0 


44,304 
44,305 


BE & 8 
se £2 & e&e 


44,306 
44,307 


se 
0 


SPECIALS COLOR 


olidew Island (18) 8-14-53 
Motor Rhythm (3D) 


(8) 8-53 
Motor a (2D) cis: 18-83 
Pecos Bill (25) 9-54 


TRU-LIFE ADVENTURES 
(Disney-Color) 


43,301 Prowlers 


of the 
Everglades (2) 8-14-53 


TWO REEL SPECIALS 
Sateen Highlights of 
$853 (15 4 


RAY WHITLEY 


(Re- Releases) 
A Western Welcome 


21-53 1966 
Rhythm Wranglers (19) .9-18-53 2073 


43,401 
43,402 


WALT DISNEY CARTOONS 
(Color) 


34,107 The Simple Things 


34,108 
34,100 
34,110 
34,111 
34,112 
4,101 


44,102 
44,103 


(7) 
44,104 How to Sleep (7) - 58 
44,105 Canvas Back Duek (7). 2-25-33 


¥ 


Rel. P.D. 
Title Date Page 
Spare the Rou 2159 
Donald’s Di ° Sts 
The Lone Chipmunks.. 
Dragon Around 
Grin & Bear it 
The 
Chips Ahoy 


20th CENTURY-FOX 


LEW LEHR 
(Reissues) 


Sea Food Mamas (8) 
Grunters & Groaners (10)...7- 


SEE IT HAPPEN 


(Movietone) 


Epie Drama (10) 
Kamikaze (10) 

Impact ef Tragedy 110) 
Calamity Strikes (9) 
Foeus on Fate (10) 
Accent on Courage (10).... 


SPECIAL 
(CinemaSeope) (Color) 

Coronation Parade (7'/2)....11-53 
Vesuvius Express (16). 12-53 
Finale of Tschalkowky’ 

Symphony #4 (6) 
Dancers of the Deep (7). 
Polovetzian Dances— 

Prince Igor (7/2)....... .2- 
ee of the Roses 


New Venezuela 
Haydn’s Farewell Symphony. '3- 54 
Day on a Jet Aircraft 
Carrier 
Multiple Piano Concerto 
Stunt Pilot 
Stephen Foster Medley 
Valley of the Nile 


SPORT SHOW 


TERRYTOONS 
(Color) 
(All 7 Minutes) 
Pill Peddlers (7) 


Featherweight Champ (7)....4- 
Heopy Circus Days (7) 


Playful Puss (7) 

Plumber’s Helpers (7) 

Neck r. ae. (7) (R) 
) 


) 
The Orphan Egg (7) 
Friday the 13th (7) 
When Mousehood Was In 
Flower (7) 
Open House (7) 
Bargain Daze (7) 
Sparky, the Firefly (7)...... 9-53 
Mouse Menace (7 9-53 
The Reluctant Pup (7) 
How to Keep Cool (7) 
The Timid Scarecrow 
oae Rollers (7) 
Spare the Rod 
Growing Pains (7) 
Runaway Mouse (7) 


) 
Nonsense Newsreel ) 
an Ado About Nothing 


Prescription for Percy (7)... 5 
Satisfied Custemers (7) 
—_ of The Hesperus 


R) (7) ° 
Tall TOO TOP. 0c cccicoes .5- 
Arctic Rivals 
Ghost Town 


UNITED ARTISTS 


MEDAL OF HONOR 
(All 28 minutes) 
Julius Langbein 


SPECIAL 


Royal Symphony (C) 
(26) (Rank) 


UNIVERSAL-INTERNAT'L 


U-I COLOR Prone 


Fiesta Frolles (9) 
King of the Sky (10) 
Calypso Carnival (92).. 
Three Years to Victory 


.8- 10- 53 
< 10-5-58 
Igos (9). 

Royal Mid- rag Visit (9) ‘3: {. 54 





Prod. 


No. 


8332 
101- 


8 

9321 
9322 
9323 
9324 
9325 


9351 
9352 


9353—Well Oiled (642) ..... 


8306 


8307 
8308 
8309 
8310 


Rel. P.D. 
Title Date Page 


EARTH AND ITS PEOPLES 
(2-Reeler) 


Cross Section of Central 

America (21) 4-20- 1831 
Factories, ~~. 

Waterways (21 -18- 1871 
British Trade and Industry 

21) "6- 1967 


( 
Farmer-Fisherman (2!). 
Lumber States (21) 
Mountain Farmers 
Adobe Village (19) 


LANTZ TECH. CARTUNES 


Buccaneer Woodpacker 
(6) 


Operation Sawdust (6)... 
The Flying Turtle (6). 
Wrestling Wrecks (6) 

M 


—=—wWh=— 


» eSoeneo 
pe PE Hh ea 
panel BoB BssSBa 


Seeees 


LeELeess 


Hot Noon (6) 

83D Hypnotie 

Chiliy Willy (6) 
Socke In Moroceo (8) 
A Horse’s Tale (6) 
Alley to Bali (6)..... 
Dig That Dog (6).. 


LANTZ TECH. CARTUNES 


(Reissues) 
Smoked Hams (6'/2)......2-22-54 
Coo Coo Birds (6'2)......3-29-54 
4-26-54 


MUSICAL FEATURETTES 


Les Brown & Orch. in 
Crazy Frolie (19) 

Harry ag S His Music 
Makers (14 5-7 
Music om the Sechie (18) .5- > 533 

Surprising Suzie (15) 
Camp Jamboree (18) 
owes Bros. Encore 

16) 


Hr te Carnival In April (18) .11-53 
910I—3D 


9302 


9303 
9304 


9305 


8311- 
8100- 


W 


David Rose & &His on, 
(15¥2) 


Hawaiian Nights (17). 
ar Wakely’s Jamboree 


ye 


-26-54 


Rhythm & Rhyme (15). . 14-23-54 


3-D SPECIAL 
(Musical Featurette) 


2D Nat “King” Cole & Ross 
3D Morgan’s Oreh. (18).....6-53 


TWO-REEL SPECIALS 


Landscape of Silenee (17) 10-25-53 
Perils of the Forest (17) .2-14-54 


VARIETY VIEWS 


Deadly Drums mF 
Bolivar Bonanz -7-53 
Behind the Wall (10) — * 
oe: we Winkle Returns 
(10) 


Fun for All (9). 

Byways to Broadway (9) 

Bow River Valley (9) 

Brooklyn Goes To Chicag 
(92) 


ARNER BROS. 
BLUE RIBBON HIT PARADE 


(Color) (Reissues) 


Little Dutch Plate Kite . os it. -} 
Hunt 

The Fighting *poth 755": 

Sniffles Takes a Trip am. 

Wacky Wild Life (7). 

Old Glory (7) -12- 53 
Walky, Talky Hawky (7). i0-17- 53 
Birth of A Notion (7)...11-7-53 
Eager Beaver (7) .11-28-53 
— imental Over we 


“BUGS BUNNY" SPECIALS 


(Color) 
Southern Fried Rabbit m8 
Hare Trimmed 
Bully for on (7) 
Du Rabbi 
Robot Rabbit (7) 
Captain Hareblower (7). 


Rel. P.D. 
Title Date Page 


FEATURETTES 
“CLASSICS OF THE SCREEN” 


Plantation Melodies (20) .5-16-53 

Looking at Life (20).. 

Minstrel Days (20) 

They Were Champions 
(20) 

Spills For Thrills (20) 


JOE McDOAKES COMEDY 


So You Want a Television 
Set (10) . -2 
So You Love Your “Deo 
(10) 


11-21-53 


So You Think You Can't 
Sleep (10) 10-31-53 
Se You Want To Be an Heir (10) 
So You're Having Neighbor 
Trouble (7) 2-30 


MELODY MASTER BAND 


(Reissues) 
Ozzie Nelsen & His Orch. 
a be: 


Spats Cooley Band (10). .8-22-53 

Desi Arnaz & Band (10) .10-3-53 
Hal Kemp & Oreh. (10). 11-14-53 
Rhythm ef the Rhumba (10).... 


MERRIE MELODIES AND 
LOONEY TUNES 
(Color) 


Peck 0’ Trouble (7).....8- 
Fowl Weather (7).. 

Muscle Tussle (7) 

Ant Pasted (7) -9- 
Much Ado About. Nutting. 

(7) 5-23- 
There Auto Be a Law (7) .6-6- 
Tom-Tom Tomcat (7) - 
Wild Over You (7) 

Duck Dodgers in the Zain. 

Century (7) 

Plop Goes the Weasel (7) 8. 
Cat-Talls for Two (7)....8- 
Street Cat Named Sylvester 

(7) 9-5- 


Zipping Along bee 
Easy Peckins (7). 

Catty Cornered (7). 

Of Rice and Hen (7). 
Cats A-weigh (7) 
Punch Trunk (7) 

Dog Pounded (7)...... 
1 Gopher You (7).. 
Feline Frame-Up 


SPECIALS 
(Technicolor) 
one the Little Big Tep 
(20) 4 


America for Me (20).....5- 

Where the Trade Winds 
Play (20) 

Gone Fishin’ (20) (R).. 

Romance of Louisiana 
(18) 


-9-12-53 


North of the Sahara (20) .11-7-53 
Don’t Forget To Write 
(20) 


Winter Paradise (20) - 
Hold Your Horses (20)....2-6- 


SPORTS PARADE 


(Technicolor) 
Cheyenne Days (10) 
Yoho, Wender Valley (10). 5- 
Desert Killer (10).... 6- 
Ride a White Horse (i0).7- 
Danish Sport Delight (10) .8- 
Royal Mounties (10). 
Sea Sports of Tahiti (10). io- 
Born To Ski (10) 
Arabians in the Rockles 

i 


VITAPHONE oo 


No Adults Allowed (10). 
Head Over Heels (10) 

Spirit of West Point iis 
Hit "Im Again (10) 

Say It with Spills (10)... id- 24- 
Magie Movie Moments (i0) 


MISCELLANEOUS 
SHORTS 


Toot, Whistle, Plunk & Boom 
(10) 

(Color) (Disney) (CinemaSeope) 

Ben & Me ( 


(Disney) (Coler) 
Crucifixion (14) Meadow.. 
Fort MeHenry (10) 
Sunday By the Sea 

(Meadow) (13/2) 


1871 
1959 
1999 
2215 
2095 








PRODUCT DIGEST SECTION, APRIL 3, 
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THE RELEASE CHART 


Index to Reviews and Advance Synopses, with Ratings 


Release dates and running time are furnished as soon as avail- 
able. Advance dates are tentative and subject to change. Run- 
ning times are the official times supplied by the distributor. 

All page numbers in this chart refer to pages in the PRODUCT 


DIGEST SECTION. 


Short Subjects Chart April 3, 1954 issue, page 2246. 
Features by Company March 13, 1954, page 2221. 


Color pictures designated by (c). 


*Following a title indicates a Box Office Champion. 


TITLE—Production Number—Company 
A 


Para. 
UA 


About Mrs. Leslie 
Act of Love 

Actress, The (403) MGM 
Adventures of Robinson Crusoe (c) UA 
Affair in Monte Carlo (Brit.) (c) (5307) AA 
Alaska Seas (5313) Para. 
All-American (333) Univ. 
All the Brothers Were Valiant (c) 

(407)* 

Annapurna (c) Mayer-Kingsley 
Appointment in Honduras (406) (c) RKO 
Appointment for Murder (Ital.-Eng. Titles) !FE 
Arrow in the Dust (c) (5404) AA 
Arrowhead (c) (5227) Para. 


Back to God's Country (c) (403) 
Bad for Each Other (624) 

Bait 

Band Wagon, The (c) (345)* 
Bandits of the West (5243) 
Battle of Rogue River (c) 
Beachhead (c) 

Beat the Devil 

Beauties of the Night (Fr.) 
Beggar's Opera, The (Brit.) (c) (304) WB 
Beneath the 12-Mile Reef (c) 

(CS) (337)* 20th-Fox 
Best Years of Our Lives (452) RKO 
Big Heat (615)* Col. 
Bigamist, The Filmakers 
Bitter Creek (5423) 

Black Glove (5305) 

Blackout (5309) 

Blowing Wild (306) 

Blueprint for Murder, A (332) 
Border River (c) (409) 

Botany Bay (c) (5307) 

Both Sides of the Law (Brit.) (482) 
Boy From Oklahoma (320) (c) 


Cc 


Caddy, The (5302)* 

Caine Mutiny, The (c) 

Calamity Jane (c) (311)* 

Calling Scotland Yard 5351-5356) 
Capt. John Smith & Pocahontas (c) 
Captain Scarlett (c) 

Captain's Paradise (Brit.) 
Carnival Story, The (c) 
Casanova's Big Night (c) (5316) 
Cavalleria Rusticana (c) 

Cease Fire! (5308) (3D) 

Champ for a Day (5211) 

Charge of the Lancers (c) 

China Venture (609) 

City of Bad Men (c) (328) 
Clipped Wings (5320) 

Combat Squad (613) 
Command, The (C.S.) (c) (319)* WB 
Conquest of Cochise (c) (610) Col. 
Conquest of Everest (Brit.) (c) UA 


2248 


MGM 


Lippert 
Lippert 
WB 
20th-Fox 
Univ. 
Para. 


U-I 
WB 


20th-Fox 
AA 
Col. 


Stars 


Shirley Booth-Robert Ryan 

Kirk Douglas-Dany Robin 
Spencer Tracy-Jean Simmons 
Dan O'Herlihy-James Fernandez 
Merle Oberon-Richard Todd 
Robert Ryan-Jan Sterling 

Tony Curtis-Lori Nelson 


Robert Taylor-Ann Blyth 
Documentary 

Glenn Ford-Ann Sheridan 
Delia Scala 

Sterling Hayden-Coleen Gray 
Charlton Heston-Jack Palance 


Rock Hudson-Steve Cochran 
Charlton Heston-Lizabeth Scott 
Hugo Haas-Cleo Moore 

Fred Astaire-Cyd Charisse 

Allen Rocky Lane 

George Montgomery 

Tony Curtis-Frank Lovejoy 
Humphrey Bogart-Jennifer Jones 
Gerard Philipe-Gina Lollobrigida 
Laurence Olivier-Dorothy Tutin 


Terry Moore-Robert Wagner 
March-Loy-Andrews-Wright 
Glenn Ford-Gloria Grahame 
Joan Fontaine-lda Lupino 

Wild Bill Elliott 

Alex Nicol 

Dane Clark 

Gary Cooper-Barbara Stanwyck 
Joseph Cotten-Jean Peters 
Joel McCrea-Yvonne de Carlo 
Alan Ladd-James Mason 
Peggy Cummins-Rosamund Johns 
Will Rogers, Jr.-Nancy Olson 


Martin & Lewis-Donna Reed 
Bogart-Ferrer-Johnson 

Doris Day-Howard Keel 

Paul Douglas, Narrator—Featurettes 
Anthony Dexter-Jody Lawrance 
Richard Greene 

Alec Guinness-Yvonne de Carlo 
Anne Baxter-Steve Cochran 
Bob Hope-Joan Fontaine 
Mario del Moneco 

Korean War 

Alex Nicol-Audrey Totter 
Paulette Goddard 

Edmond O'Brien-Barry Sullivan 
Jeanne Crain-Dale Robertson 
Bowery Boys 

John Ireland-Lon McCallister 
Guy Madison-Joan Weldon 
John Hodiak-Robert Stack 


Documentary 


All features listed, except CinemaScope (CS in chart), foreign 
product and reissues, are intended for either standard screen 
aspect ratio or wide screen. 

Picture ratings under National Groups are estimates by lead- 
ing women's organizations and national review committees; A— 
Adults (over 18 years), M—Mature Young People, Y—Youths 
{ages 12 to 18), Agree 7 Legion of Decency Ratings: A-|, 


Unobjectionable; A-2, Uno 


jectionable for Adults; B, Objection- 


able in part for all; C, Condemned. 


Release 
Date 


Not Set 
Mar.,'54 
Sept. 25,53 
Apr.,'54 
Sept.,'53 
Jan.'54 
Oct.,'53 


Nov. 13,'53 


Feb.,'54 
Mar.,'54 
Not Set 


Sept.. 26,'53 


Dec.,'53 


(reissue) Feb.,'54 


Oct.,'53 
Dec.,'53 
Feb. 21,'54 
Jan. 29,'54 
Mar. 19,'54 
Oct. 17,'53 
Sept.,'53 
Jan.,'54 
Nov.,'53 
Jan.,'54 
Feb. 27,'54 


Sept.,'53 
Not Set 
Nov. 14,'53 
Apr.,'54 
Nov.,'53 
Aug. !2,'53 
Dec. 18,'53 
Mar. 27,'54 
Apr.,'54 
Dec. 26,'53 
Jan.,'54 
Aug. 15,'53 
Feb.,'54 
Sept.,'53 
Sept.,'53 
Aug. 30,'53 
Oct.,'53 
Feb. 13,'54 
Sept.,'53 
Apr. 23,'54 


7--REVIEWED— — 
(S)=synopsis 
Issue 


Running 
Time 


Aug. 
Feb. 
Oct. 


Nov. 


Sept. 


Oct. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Jan. 
Nov. 


Sept. 


Aug. 


Dec. 


26 2007 A 


29 1966 
June 27 
Nov. 28 
Oct. 3 
Jan. 23 
Aug. 22 
12 2101 


RATINGS———— 
Herald 
Review 


i 
Nat'l 


Page Groups’ L.ofD. 


2109 


Very Good 
1941 


Excellent 


1998 
2158 
1925 


Good 
Good 
Very Good 


2029 
2110 
2046 
2190 
($)2207 
1878 


Excellent 
Excellent 
Fair 
Fair 


Very Good 


2006 
2101 
2190 
1909 
1958 
2206 
2165 
2205 


Good 
Good 
Good 
Excellent 
Fair 

Good 

Very Good 
Very Good 


nN 


. os 
N—— NN 


1965 


Ls) 


Very Good 


> >rPO>> >> FTO>D 


2109 
2110 
2006 
2125 
2214 
(S)2167 


Very Good 
Superior 
Good 

Very Good 
Good 


wow 


1997 
1933 
2134 
2013 
2141 
2141 


Very Good 
Very Good 
Good 
Very Good 
Good 
Good 


1942 
(S)2191 
2045 


= 


Very Good 


Excellent 


> 


2077 
2007 
2021 
2237 
2205 
2134 
2085 


> 
nm 


Fair 
Average 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Excellent 
Fair 
Excellent 


Good 


wo 
nN 


AY 


AMY 
AY 
AY 


>>>> > 


NNR — 


Good 

Very Good 
Good 
Average 
Very Good 
Good 
Good 


1885 
2086 
2015 AY 
2157 F 

1957. AY 


>Pr> 
——--=—-NPN 


>> 
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TITLE—Production Number—Company 


Cowboy, The (5308) (c) Lippert 
Crazylegs—All American (5224) Rep. 
Creature from the Black Lagoon 
(415-3D, 416-2D 
Crime Wave (308 
Crossed Swords (color) 
Cruel Sea, The (Brit.) 
Cry of the City 


Dangerous Mission (3D) (c) (410) 
Decameron Nights (color) (461) 
Desperado, The (5426) 
Desperate Moment (Brit.) (386) 
Dial M for Murder (c) 

Diamond Queen, The (c) (302) 
Donovan's Brain 

Dragonfly Squadron (52) 
Dragon's Gold 

Drive a Crooked Road 

Drums of Tahiti (3D) (c) 

Duffy of San Quentin (32!) 


East of Sumatra (colo 


r 4 
Easy to Love (color) (ato) MGM 


Eddie Cantor Story (c) (316) WB 
Egg and I, The (422) — 


El Alamein (620) 
El Paso Stampede Rep. 
Elephant Walk (c) (5317) Para. 
Enchanted Cottage (472) RKO 
Escape from Fort Bravo (color) (409) MGM 
Executive Suite (423) a 
Fake, The 

Fallen Angel (365) 20th-Fes 
Fanfan the Tulip (Fr.) UA 
Fangs of the Wild (5311) Lippert 
Fighter Attack (c) AA 
Fighting Lawman (5334) AA 
Fighting Men (5222) Lippert 
Final Test ( Brit.) Continental 
Flame and the Flesh (c) (421) MGM 
Flight Nurse (5301) Rep 
Flight to Tangier (c) {2D-5331,3D-5306) fone. 
Follow the Fleet (487) RKO 
Folly To Be Wise (Brit.) Fine Arts 
Forbidden (407) Univ. 
Forever Amber (366) (c) 20th-Fox 
Forever Female (5312) Para. 
Forty-Niners, The AA 
French Line (c) (2-D-437, 3D-407) RKO 
From Here to Eternity (616)* Col. 
Fugitive in Trieste (Ital.) IFE 


G 
Genevieve (c) (Brit.) (481) U-I 
Genoese Dragnet (Ital. IFE 
Gentle Gunman, The (Brit.) (388) U-I 
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes(c)* (326) 20th-Fox 
Geraldine (5302) ep. 
Gilbert & Sullivan (color) (Brit.) UA 
Give a Girl a Break (c) (412) MGM 
Glass Web (2D-402, 3D-401) Univ. 
Glenn Miller Story (c) (412) Univ. 
Go, Man, Go UA 
Golden Blade, The (color) (332) Univ. 
Golden Coach (c) (Ital.-Eng. Dial.) IFE 
Golden Idol, The (5315) AA 
Golden Mask (c) (Brit.) UA 
Gorilla At Large (c) (3D) (406) 20th-Fox 
Great Diamond Robbery (419) MGM 
Greatest Love, The (Ital.-Eng. Dial.) IFE 
Guilt Is My Shadow (Brit.) Stratford 
Gun Fury (c) (3D) (617) Col. 
Gypsy Colt (419) (c) MGM 


Half a Hero (40!) 

Heat Wave (5310) 

Heidi (Swiss} UA 
Hell & High Water (c) (CS) (403) 20th-Fox 
Hell Below Zero (c) Col. 
Hell's Half Acre (5304) Rep. 
Here Come the Girls (5309) (c)* Para. 
Highway Dragnet AA 
His Majesty O'Keefe (c) (315) wes 
Holly and the Ivy (Brit.) Pacemaker 
Hollywood "0 Makers (5321) ieee 


Hondo (c) (3D) (312)* 
Horse's Mouth (Brit.) Mayer-Kingsley 


MGM 
Lippert 


PRODUCT DIGEST SECTION, APRIL 3, 19 


Release 
Stars Date 


May 14,'54 
Feb. 15,'54 


Documentary 
Elroy Hirsch-Lloyd Nolan 


Mar.,'54 
Mar. 6,'54 


Richard Carlson-Julia Adams 
Gene Nelson-Sterling Hayden 
Errol Flynn-Gina Lollobrigida Not Set 
Jack Hawkins-Donald Sinden Aug,.,'53 
Victor Mature-Richard Widmark (reissue) Mar.'54 


Mar. 6,'54 
Nov. 16,'53 
Apr. 11,'54 

Sept.,'53 
Not Set 
Nov. 28,'53 
Sept. 30,'53 
Mar. 21,'54 
Oct.,'53 
Apr.,'54 
Jan.,'54 
Mar. 13,'54 


Victor Mature-Piper Laurie 
Joan Fontaine-Louis Jourdan 
Wayne Morris 

Mai Zetterling-Dirk Bogarde 
Ray Milland-Grace Kelly 
Fernando Lamas-Arlene Dahl 
Lew Ayres-Nancy Davis 
John Hodiak-Barbara Britton 
John Archer-Hillary Brooke 
Mickey Rooney-Dianne Foster 
Patricia Medina-Dennis O'Keefe 
Joanne Dru-Paul Kelly 


Sept.,'53 

Dec. 25,'53 

Jan. 30,'54 
(reissue) May,'54 
Jan.,'54 


Jeff Chandler-Marilyn Maxwell 
Esther Williams-Van Johnson 
Keefe Brasselle-Marilyn Erskine 
C. Colbert-Fred MacMurray 
Scott Brady-Rita Moreno 

Alan Rocky Lane Sept. 8,'53 
Elizabeth Taylor-Dana Andrews June,'54 
Dorothy McGuire-Robert Young (reissue) Mar.,'54 
William Holden-Eleanor Parker Dec. 4,'53 
Holden-Allyson-Stanwyck-March-Douglas Apr.,'54 
Dennis O'Keefe-Coleen Gray Sept. 25,'53 
Alice Faye-Dana Andrews (reissue) Nov.,'53 
Gerard Philipe-Gina Lollobrigida Dec.,'53 
Charles Chaplin, Jr.-Onslow Stevens Apr. 2,'54 
Sterling Hayden-J. Carrol Naish Nov.,'53 
Wayne Morris Sept. 20,'53 
Special Cast Oct. 9,'53 
Robert Morley-Jack Warner Jan.,'54 
Lana Turner-Carlos Thompson May, '54 
Joan Leslie-Forrest Tucker Mar. 1,'54 
Joan Fontaine-Jack Palance Nov.,'53 
Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers (reissue) Oct. 29,'53 
Alastair Sim-Martita Hunt Dec.,'53 
Tony Curtis-Joanne Dru Jan.,'54 
Linda Darnell-Cornel Wilde (reissue) Nov.,'53 
G. Rogers-W. Holden-P. Douglas Jan.,'54 
Wild Bill Elliott-Virginia Grey Not Set 
Jane Russell-Gilbert Roland Feb. 8,'54 
M. Clift-B. Lancaster-D. Kerr Sept.,'53 
Jacques Sernas Jan.,'54 


Feb.,'54 
Mar.,'54 
Oct.,'53 
Aug.,'53 

Apr. 1,'54 
Jan. 8,'54 
Jan. 1,'54 

Nov.,'53 
Feb.,'54 
Jan.,'54 


Dinah Sheridan-John Gregson 
Charles Rutherford-Lianella Carell 
John Mills-Elizabeth Sellars 
Marilyn Monroe-Jane Russell 
John Carroll-Mala Powers 
Maurice Evans-Robert Morley 
Marge & Gower Champion 
Edward G. Robinson 

James Stewart-June Allyson 
Harlem Globetrotters-Dane Clark 
Rock Hudson-Piper Laurie 

Anna Magnani 

Johnny Sheffield 

Wanda Hendrix-Van Heflin 
Cameron Mitchell-Anne Bancroft 
Red Skelton 

Ingrid Bergman-Alexander Knox 
Peter Reynolds-Elizabeth Sellars 
Rock Hudson-Donna Reed 


Donna Corcoran-Frances Dee Apr. 2,'54 


Red Skelton-Jean Hagen 
Alex Nicol-Hillary Brooke 
Elsbeth Sigmund 

Richard Widmark-Bella Darvi 
Alan Ladd-Joan Tetzel 
Wendell Corey-Evelyn Keyes 
Hope-Clooney-Dahl-Martin 
Richard Conte-Joan Bennett 
Burt Lancaster-Joan Rice 
Ralph-Richardson-Celia Johnson 
James Gleason 

John Wayne-Geraldine Page 
Robert Beatty 


Sept. 4,'53 


7 REVIEWED— 
(S)=synopsis 


Jan. 


Oct. 


Feb. 
Jan. 


Oct. 
Aug. 


Page 


9 2134 
31 2046 


13-2182 
16 2142 
31 (S)2047 
- 1941 


———— RATINGS ——_ 


Nat'l 
Groups 
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L. of D. 


Herald 
Review 


Excellent 
Very Good 


Good 
Good 


Excellent 


Fair 
Excellent 


Very Good 


Good 
Fair 

Good 
Fair 

Good 
Good 
Good 


Good 
Very Good 
Very Good 


Fair 
Fair 
Very Good 


Very Good 
Excellent 


Good 


Very Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 


Very Good 


Fair 
Fair 


Fair 


Good 
Excellent 


Good 
Excellent 
Fair 


Excellent 
Good 
Good 
Excellent 


Excellen+ 
Good 

Very Good 
Excellent 
Excellent 
Excellent 
Very Good 


Good 


Good 
Good 
Fair 

Good 


Good 


Good 
Very Good 


Excellent 


Fair 

Very Good 
Good 

Very Good 
Excellent 


Excellent 


Good 
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TITLE—Production Number—Company 


Hot News (5327) AA 
How to Marry a Millionaire (c) 
(CS)* (336) 20th-Fox 


I 
1, the Jury (3D) 


indiscretion of an American Wife 
Inferno (color) (3D) (346) 
Intimate Relations (Fr.-Eng. Dial.) 
lron Glove, The (c) 

Iron Mask (5313) 

Island in the Sky (30!) 

lt Should Happen to You 


J 


UA 

Col. 
20th-Fox 
Carroll 
Col. 


Lippert 
WB 
Col. 


Jack Slade (5406) AA 
Jennifer (5407) Aa 
Jesse James vs. Daltons (c) (3D) Col. 
Jivaro (5311) (c) Para. 
Joe Louis Story, The UA 
Johnny Dark (c) (420) Univ. 
Jubilee Trail (c) (5303) Rep. 
Julius Caesar MGM 


K-L 
WB 
20th-Fox 
Col. 


RKO 
Fox 
MGM 


Key Largo (309) 

Keys of the Kingdom (358) 

Killer Ape 

Killers From Space (409) 

King of the Khyber Rifles (c)* (401) 

Kiss Me Kate (c) (3D) (408)* 

Knights of the Round Table (c) 
(CS) (413)* 

Knock on Wood (c) 

Le Favorita (Ital.) 

La Traviata (c) 

Last of the Pony Riders (593) 

Latin Lovers (color) (348) 

Laughing Anne (Brit.) (c) Rep. 

Lili (color) (342)* MGM 

Limping Man (5318) Lippert 

Lion Is in the Streets (color) (305) WB 

Little Boy Lost (5304)* 

Little Caesar (317) 

Little Fugitive 

Living Desert, The (c)* 

Living It Up (c) 

Lone Gun, The 

Lonely Night, The 

Long, Long Trailer, The (c) (416)* 

Loophole (5414) 

Louisiana Territory (3D) (color) (405) RKO 

Lucky Five (Ital.) IFE 

Lucky Me (c) (CS) (324) WB 

Lure of the Sila (Ital.-Eng. Dub.) IFE 


M 


Ma and Pa Kettle at Home (418) 

Mad Magician, The (c) (3D) 

Make Haste to Live 

Malta Story (Brit.) 

Man Between, The (Brit.) 

Man Crazy (339) 

Man From Cairo (5302) 

Man from the Alamo (color) (328) 

Man In Hiding 

Man in the Attic (340) 

Man of Conflict 

Marry Me Again (404) 

Martin Luther 

Master of Ballantrae, The (color) (225) 

Melba (color) 

Mexican Manhunt (5317) 

Miami Story, The 

Miss Robin Crusoe (c) 

Miss Sadie Thompson (c) (3D)* 

Mission Over Korea (536) 

Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream House 
(473) 

Mr. Denning Drives North ( Brit.) 

Mr. Potts Goes to Moscow (Brit.) 
(5400) 

Mr. Robinson Crusoe (5314) 

Mister Scoutmaster 20th-Fox 

Mistress of the Mountains [Ital.) Davis 

Mogambo (color) (404)* MGM 

Money from Home (c)* 


(5316—3D, 5330—2D) 


2250 


MGM 
Para. 
IFE 
Savini 
Col. 
MGM 


ara. 

WB 

Burstyn 

Disney 

Para. 

UA 
Mayer-Kingsley 
MGM 
AA 


Univ. 


Col. 


Lippert 
Univ. 


20th-Fox 
Apex 

RKO 
deRochemont 
WB 
UA 
AA 
Col. 
20th-Fox 
Col. 
Col. 


RKO 
Carroll 


Stratford 
Lippert 


Para. 


Release 
Date 


Oct. 11,'53 


Stars 
Stanley Clements 


Grable-Monroe-Bacall Nov.,’53 


Aug. 14,'53 
Not Set 
Nov.,'53 
Feb.,'54 
Apr.,'54 
(reissue) Sept. 18,'53 
Sept. 5,'53 

Mar.,'54 


Bill Elliott-Peggie Castle 

Jennifer Jones-Montgomery Clift 
Robert Wayne-Rhonda Fleming 
Harold Warrender-Marian Spencer 
Robert Stack-Ursula Thiess 
Douglas Fairbanks 

John Wayne-Lloyd Nolan 
Judy Holliday-Peter Lawford 


Nov. 8,'53 
Oct. 25,'53 
Apr.,'54 
Feb.'54 
Sept. 18,'53 
May’'54 
May 15,'54 
Spec. 


Mark Stevens 

Ida Lupino-Howard Duff 

Brett King-Barbara Lawrence 
Fernando Lamas-Rhonda Fleming 
Coley Wallace-James Edwards 
Tony Curtis-Piper Laurie 

Vera Ralston-Forrest Tucker 
Brando, Calhern, Garson, Kerr, Mason 


(reissue) Nov. 7,'53 
(reissue) Jan.,'54 
Dec.,'53 


Robinson-Bogart-Bacall 
Gregory Peck-Thomas Mitchell 
Johnny Weissmuller 

Peter Graves-Barbara Bestar 
Tyrone Power-Terry Moore 
Kathryn Grayson-Howard Keel 


Jan. 15,'54 
Not Set 
Oct.,'53 

Dec. 26,53 
Nov.,'53 

Aug. 28,'53 

June 15°54 

July 10,'53 

Dec. 11,'53 

Oct. 3,'53 
Oct.,'53 
(reissue) Feb. 6,'54 
Oct. 6,53 
Nov.,'53 
Not Set 
Not Set 
Not Set 

Feb. 19,'54 

Mar. 28,'54 

Oct. 16,'53 
Nov.,'53 

Apr. 24,'54 

Dec. 25,'53 


Robert Taylor-Ava Gardner 

Danny Kaye-Mai Zetterling 

Paolo Silveri 

Lucia Evangelis-Giulio Gari 

Gene Autry 

Lana Turner-Ricardo Montalban 
Wendell Corey-Margaret Lockwood 
Leslie Caron-Mel Ferrer 
Lloyd Bridges 

James Cagney-Barbara Hale 
Bing Crosby-Claude Dauphin 
Edward G. Robinson 

Richie Andrusco 

True Life Adventure 

Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis 
George Montgomery-Dorothy Malone 


Lucille Ball-Desi Arnaz 

Barry Sullivan-Dorothy Malone 
Documentary 

Aldo Fabrizi 

Doris Day-Robert Cummings 
Silvano Mangano 


Apr..'54 
Not Set 
Not Set 
Apr.,'54 
Feb.,'54 
Dec.,'53 
Nov. 27,'53 
Aug.,'53 
Oct. 2,'53 
Dec.,'53 
Dec.,'53 
Oct. 22,'53 
Sept.,'53 
Aug. 1,'53 
Aug. 7,'53 
Sept. 13,'53 
Not Set 
Feb.,'54 
Feb.,'54 
Aug.,'53 


Marjorie Main-Percy Kilbride 
Vincent Price-Mary Murphy 
Dorothy McGuire-Stephen McNally 
Alec Guinness-Jack Hawkins 
James Mason-Claire Bloom 
Neville Brand-Christine White 
George Raft-Gianna Maria Canale 
Glenn Ford-Julia Adams 

Paul Henried-Lois Maxwell 
Constance Smith-Jack Palance 
Edward Arnold-John Agar 

Marie Wilson-Robert Cummings 
Niall MacGinnis 

Errol Flynn-Anthony Steel 

Patrice Munsel-Robert Morley 
George Brent-Hillary Brooke 

Barry Sullivan 

Amanda Blake-George Nader 

Rita Hayworth-Jose Ferrer 

John Hodiak-Audrey Totter 


(reissue) Apr.,'54 
Sept.,'53 


Cary Grant-Myrna Loy 
John Mills-Phyllis Calvert 


George Cole-Nadia Gray Mar. 14,'54 
Douglas Fairbanks (reissue) Sept. 25,'53 
Clifton Webb-Edmund Gwenn Sept.,'53 
Vivi Gioi Jan.,'54 
Clark Gable-Ava Gardner Oct. 9,'53 


Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis Feb.,'54 


-—REVIEWED— 


Ruaning 
Time 


bim 


Nov. 28 


96m Nov. 


13 
. af 
13 


. 14 
. 19 
5 
18 
. 14 
. 26 
. 26 
. 26 
. 19 
18 
27 


. 29 
. <9 

29 

. 12 


5 


(S)=synopsis 


Page 
2087 
2070 


2077 
2166 
2117 
2045 


2117 
2245 
2047 
2134 
2062 
1926 


1757 
2119 
1989 
1909 


2021 
202! 
(S)2215 


2133 
2189 
2030 
2094 


2134 


2213 
2238 
($)2215 


2069 
2110 
2094 
1918 
2070 
2119 
2119 
2006 
1997 
1918 
1885 


1966 
1998 
1965 
2102 
1997 


2093 
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Herald 
Review 


Good 


Excellent 


Fair 


Excellent 
Very Good 
Good 


Excellent 
Very Good 


Excellent 
Fair 
Good 
Good 


Excellent 


Good 
Superior 


Fair 
Fair 
Excellent 
Excellent 


Superior 
Excellent 
Fair 

Fair 
Good 
Good 


Excellent 
Good 

Very Good 
Excellent 


Excellent 
Excellent 


Excellent 
Good 
Good 


Fair 


Good 


Good 
Good 


Excellent 
Good 

Fair 

Very Good 
Fair 

Fair 

Fair 

Good 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Very Good 


Excellent 
Fair 

Good 

Very Good 
Very Good 
Good 


Very Gooa 


Excellent 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD, APRIL 3, 1954 





et Number—Company 


Moon Is Blue, T 

Moonlighter, The 13D) (303) 
Murder on Monday (Brit.) 
My Heart Sings (Ital.) 


N 
Naked Jungle, The (c) (5315) 
Nebraskan, The (color) (3D) (618) 
New Faces (c) (CS) (409) 
Night Is My Kingdom, The (Fr. 
Night People (c) (CS) (407) 
99 River Street 
No Escape 
Norman Conquest (5303) 


O-P 
Othello 


Out of the Past (488) 
Outcast, The (c) 
Overcoat (Ital.) 
Overland Pacific (c) 
Paratrooper (619) (c) 
Paris Model (621) 
Paris Playboys (5418) 
Passionate Sentry, The (Brit.) Fine Arts 
Path to the Kingdom (Span.) Master 
Personal Affair (Brit. ) UA 
Phantom of the Rue Morgue 

(3D) (c) (322) WB 
Phantom Stallion (5331) Rep. 
Mayer-Kingsley 
RKO 


UA 

WB 
Mayer-Kingsley 
IFE 


Para. 
Col. 
Fox 


Davis 


Pickwick Papers (Brit.) 
Pinocchio ("| (493) 

Playgirl (421 Univ. 
Plunder of the Sun WB 
Pride of the Blue Grass (c) (5410) AA 
Prince Valiant (c) (CS) (411) 20th-Fox 
Princess of the Nile (c) (414) 20th-Fox 
Prisoner of War MGM 
Prisoners of the Casbah (c) (622) Col. 
Private Eyes (5321) AA 
Project M-7 (483) (Brit.) U-I 
Project Moon Base (5315) Lippert 
Public Enemy (318) WB 


Q-R 
Queen of Sheba (Ital-Eng.) (5325) Lippert 
Queen's World Tour, A (c)} UA 
Quo Vadis (c) (411) MGM 
Rachel and the Stranger (469) RKO 
Racing Blood (c) (410) 20th-Fox 
Rails Into Laramie (c) (419) Univ. 
Red Garters (c) (5314) 
Red River Shore (5234) 
Rhapsody (420) (c) 
Ride Clear of Diablo (c) (413) 
Riders of the Purple Sage 
Riders to the Stars (c) 
Riding Shotgun (c) (323) 
Ring of Fear (c) (CS 
Riot in Cell Block 11 
River of No Return (c) Ts) (405) 20th-Fox 
Rob Roy (c) (Brit.) (494) Disney-RKO 
Robe, T The (C.S.) (c) (335)* 20th-Fox 
Roman Holiday (5301)* Para. 
Rose Bowl Story (5204) Allied 
Rose Marie (C c3) (c) (418) MGM 
Royal African Rifles, The (c) (5403) AA 


Saadia (c) (415) 

Sabre Jet (c) 

Saginaw Trail (576) 
Saint's Girl Friday 
Saskatchewan (414) (c) 
Scarlet Spear, The (c) 
Scudda Hoo-Scudda Hay 
Sea of Lost Ships (5213) 
Secret Assignment (Ital.) 
Secret Document—Vienna (Fr.) Davis 
Shadow Man (5316) Lippert 
Shadows of Tombstone Rep. 
Shane (c) (5225)* Para. 
Shark River (c) UA 
She Couldn't Say No (408) RKO 
Siege of Red River (c) (404) 20th-Fox 
Singin’ in the Corn Col. 
Sins of Jezebel (c) ‘ai 
Sky Commando (542) 

Slaves of Babylon (525) (c) 
So Big (307)* 


Lippert 
Col. 


Col. 
WB 


PRODUCT DIGEST SECTION, APRIL 3, 


1954 


Release 
Stars Date 


William Holden-David Niven July 17,'53 
Barbara Stanwyck-Fred MacMurray Sept. 19,'53 
Ralph Richardson-Margaret Leighton Oct.,'53 
Ferruccio Tagliavini Mar.,'54 


Mar.,'54 
Dec.,'53 
Feb.,'54 


Eleanor Parker-Charlton Heston 
Phil Carey-Roberta Haynes 
Eartha Kitt-Robert Clary 

Jean Gabin-Simone Valera 
Gregory Peck-Rita Gam 

John Payne-Evelyn Keyes 

Lew Ayres-Sonny Tufts 

Tom Conway-Eva Bartok 


Sept. 11,'53 
Sept.,'53 
Sept. 11,'53 


Orson Welles-Fay Compton Jan.,'54 
Robert Mitchum-Kirk Douglas (reissue) Oct. 29,'53 
John Derek-Joan Evans Not Set 
Renato Rascel Oct.,'53 
Jack Mahoney-Peggie Castle Feb.,'54 
Alan Ladd-Leo Genn Jan.,"54 
Marilyn Maxwell-Paulette Goddard Nov.,'53 
Leo Gorcey-Huntz Ha Mar. 7,'54 
Valerie Hobson-Nigel Patrick Nov.,'53 
Dominique Blanchard Jan.,'54 
Gene Tierney-Leo Genn Feb.,'54 


Karl Malden-Patricia Medina 
Rex Allen 

Nigel Patrick-James Hayter 
Disney Feature 

Shelley Winters-Barry Sullivan 
Glenn Ford-Diana Lynn 

Lloyd Bridges-Vera Miles 
Robert Wagner-Janet Leigh 
Jeffrey Hunter-Debra Paget 
Ronald Reagan-Dewey Martin 
Gloria Grahame-Cesar Romero 
Bowery Boys 

Phyllis Calvert Nov.,'53 
Donna Martell-Ross Ford Sept. 4,'53 
Jean Harlow-James Cagney (reissue) Feb. 6,'54 


Mar. 27,'54 
Feb 10,'54 
Feb.,'54 
(reissue) Apr.,'54 
May,'54 
Aug. 29,'53 
Apr. 4,'54 
Apr.,'54 
June'54 
May,'54 
Nov.,'53 
Dec. 6,'53 


Gino Cervi-Leonora Ruffo Feb. 12,'54 
Documentary Mar.,'54 
Robert Taylor-Deborah Kerr (reissue) Jan.,'54 
Loretta Young-William Holden (reissue) Feb.,'54 
Bill Williams-Jean Porter Mar.,'54 
John Payne-Mari Blanchard 

Rosemary Clooney-Jack Carson 

Rex Allen 

Elizabeth Taylor-Vittorio Gassman 

Audie ee tevn Cabot : 
Geo. Montgomery-Robt. Barrat (reissue) Mar.,'54 
Richard Carlson-Herbert Marshall Jan. 29,'54 
Randolph Scott-Wayne Morris Apr. 10,'54 
Clyde Beatty-Pat O'Brien Not Set 
Neville Brand-Leo Gordon Feb. 28,'54 
Robert Mitchum-Marilyn Monroe May,'54 
Richard Todd-Glynis Johns Feb. 27,'54 
Victor Mature-Jean Simmons Oct.,'53 
Gregory Peck-Audrey Hepburn Sept.,'53 
Marshall Thompson (reissue) Sept. 6,'53 
Blyth-Keel-Lamas-Main Mar. 19,'54 
Louis Hayward-Veronica Hurst Sept. 27,'53 


Cornel Wilde-Mel Ferrer 
Robert Stack-Coleen Gray 
Gene Autry 

Louis Hayward-Naomi Chance 
Alan Ladd-Shelley Winters 
John Archer-Martha Hyers Mar.,'54 
June Haver (reissue) Mar.,'54 
John Derek-Wanda Hendrix Feb.,'54 
Vivi Gioi-Umberto Spadaro Mar.,"54 
Frank Villard-Renee St. Cyr Feb. 15,'54 
Cesar Romero Oct. 16,'53 
Rex Allen Sept. 28,'53 
Alan Ladd-Jean Arthur Aug.,'53 
Steve Cochran-Carole Mathews Nov.,'53 
Jean Simmons-Robert Mitchum Feb. 15,'54 
Van Johnson-Joanne Dru Apr.,'54 
Judy Canova-Allen Jenkins (reissue) Jan.,'54 
Paulette Goddard Oct. 23,'53 
Dan Duryea-Frances Gifford Sept.,'53 
Richard Conte-Linda Christian Oct.,'53 
Jane Wyman-Sterling Hayden Oct. 31,'53 


Feb. 5,'54 
Sept. 4,'53 
Sept.,'53 
Apr. 15,'54 
Mar.,'54 


Running 
Time 


99m 
77m 
85m 
99m 


95m 
68m 
98m 
109m 
93m 
83m 
76m 
79m 


--REVIEWED— 
(S)=synopsis 
Issue 


June 


Sept. 


Oct. 
Mar. 


Feb. 


Nov. 


Feb. 


Aug. 


Mar. 


Aug. 
Aug. 


13 
19 
10 
13 


13 
7 
20 
8 
20 
29 
| 


Page 


1869 
1998 
2022 
2214 


2181 
2062 
2189 
1943 
2229 
1965 
1934 


($)2135 


($)2215 
2031 
2182 
2118 
2062 
2214 
2047 
2110 
2133 


2206 


($)2215 
1942 
2189 

(S)2094 


2245 
2062 
(S)2094 


1982 


Nat'l 


G 


A 
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Herald 
Review 


Very Good 
Good 
Very Good 
Good 


roups’ L.of D. 


Good 

Fair 
Excellent 
Good 
Very Good 
Good 

Fair 


Very Good 
Good 
Very Good 
Fair 

Fair 

Fair 

Good 
Good 


Good 


Fair 


Good 


Fair 

Good 

Very Good 
Good 
Excellent 


Very Good 


Good 
Good 


Excellent 


Good 
Superior 
Excellent 


Excellent 
Average 


Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Very Good 
Fair 
Good 
Fair 
Good 
Excellent 
Fair 
Good 
Good 


Good 
Fair 


Excellent 


225! 
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Running (S)==synopsis ' Nef’l Herald 


TITLE—Production Number—Company Stars Time Issue Page Groups L.ofD. Review 


Something Money Can't Buy (Brit.) Univ. 
Son of Sinbad (color) (3D) RKO 
Song of the Land (color) UA 
Spaceways (530!) Lippert 
Mayer-Kingsley 

RKO 


Spice of Life (Fr.) 
Stage Door (483) 
Stand at Apache River (color) (33!) Univ. 
Steel Lady, The UA 
Stormy the Thoroughbred (c) Disney 
Stranger on the Prowl UA 

Stranger Wore a Gun (3D) (c) (605) Col. 
Street With No Name 20th-Fox 
Student Prince, The (CS) (c) (424) MGM 
Sword and the Rose, The (color) (491) RKO 


T 


Take the High Ground (color) (406) MGM 
Tall in the Saddle (471) RKO 
Tanga Tika (color) Schaefer 
Taza, Son of Cochise (c) 

(410—3D, 411—2D) Univ. 
Tennessee Champ (417) (c) MGM 
Terror on a Train (402) MGM 
Terror Street (5304) Lippert 
Texas Badman (5335) AA 
Them WB 
They Won't Believe Me (474) RKO 
Those Redheads from Seattle (color) 

(2D-5329, 3D-5305) Para. 
Three Coins in the Fountain (CS) 

({c) (413) 20th-Fox 
Three Girls from Rome (Ital.-Eng. Dub.) IFE 
Three Sailors and a Girl (c) (314)* WB 
Three Young Texans (c}) (402) 20th-Fox 
Thunder Bay (color) (327) Univ. 
Thunder Over the Plains (c) (313) WB 
Thy Neighbor's Wife 20th-Fox 
Time Gentlemen Please (Brit.) Union 
Times Gone By (ltal.} 1.F.E. 
Titfield Thunderbolt (c) (387) (Brit.) Univ. 
Top Banana (c UA 
Torch Song (c} (405)* MGM 
Trail of the Arrow AA 
Treasure of Sierra Madre (310) WB 
Trent's Last Case (Brit.) (5212) Rep. 
Tumbleweed (color) (405) Univ. 
Turn the Key Softly (Brit.) Astor 


U-V 


Undercover Agent (5306) 

Untamed Breed (614) 

Valley of the Sun (470) 

Veils of Bagdad (color) (404) 

Vicki 

Vigilantes Terror (5422) 

Village, The 

Violated Palace 


w 


Walking My Baby Back Home (406)(c) Univ. 
War Arrow (c) (408) Univ. 
War of the Worlds (c) (5303) Para. 
War Paint (color) UA 
We Want a Child (5324) Lippert 
White Fire (5317) Lippert 
White Hell of Pitz Palu (Ital.-Eng. Dub.) FE 
Wicked Woman UA 
Wild One (623) Col. 
Will Any Gentleman? (Brit.) Stratford 
Wings of the Hawk (c) 

(2D-336, 3D-330) Univ. 
Witness to Murder UA 
World for Ransom (5408) AA 


X-Y-Z 


Yank in the R.A.F. (367) 20th-Fox 
Yankee Pasha (c) (417) Univ. 
Yellow Balloon (5430) (Brit.) AA 
Yesterday & Today UA 
Young Caruso, The (Ital.-Eng. Dub.) IFE 
Yukon Vengeance [5331) AA 


Patricia Roc-Anthony Steel 

Dale Robertson-Peggie Castle 

Nature 

Howard Duff-Eva Bartok 

Noel-Noel 

Kath. Hepburn-Ginger Rogers (reissue) Aug. 5, ‘53 
Stephen McNally-Julia Adams 

Rod Cameron-Tab Hunter 

M. R. Valdez-Robert Skene 

Paul Muni-Joan Lorring 

Randolph Scott-Claire Trevor 

Richard Widmark-Lloyd Nolan (reissue) Mar., ‘54 
Ann Blyth-Edmund Purdon June,'54 
Richard Todd-Glynis Johns Aug. 15,53 


Richard Widmark-Karl Malden Oct. 30,53 
John Wayne (reissue) Mar.,'54 
All Native Cast Nov.,'53 


Rock Hudson-Barbara Rush Feb.,'54 
Shelley Winters-Dewey Martin Mar. 5,'54 
Glenn Ford-Anne Vernon Sept. 18,'53 
Dan Duryea Dec. 4,'53 
Wayne Morris Dec. 20,'53 
Edmund Gwenn-Joan Weldon Not Set 
Susan Hayward-Robert Young (reissue) Apr.,'54 


Rhonda Fleming-Gene Barry Oct.,'53 


Clifton Webb-Dorothy McGuire June,'54 
Lucia Bose-Cosetta Greco 

Jane Powell-Gordon MacRae 

Mitzi Gaynor-Jeff Hunter 

James Stewart-Joanne Dru 

Randolph Scott-Phyllis Kirk 

Hugo Haas-Cleo Moore 

Eddie Byrne-H. Baddaly 

Vittorio de Sica-Gina Lollobrigida Sept.,'53 
Stanley Holloway Oct.,'53 
Phil Silvers-Rose Marie Feb.,'54 
Joan Crawford-Michael Wilding Oct. 23,'53 
Guy Madison-Andy Devine Aug. 25,'53 
Humphrey Bogart (reissue) Nov. 7,'53 
Michael Wilding-Margaret Lockwood Jan. 1,'54 
Audie Murphy-Lori Nelson Dec.,'53 
Yvonne Mitchell-Terence Morgan Not Set 


Dermot Walsh-Hazel Court 
Sonny Tufts-Barbara Britton (reissue) Sept.,"53 
Lucille Ball-James Craig (reissue) Feb.,"54 
Victor Mature-Mari Blanchard Nov.,'53 
Jeanne Crain-Jean Peters Oct.,'53 
Bill Elliott-Mary Ellen Kay Nov. 15,53 
John Justin-Eva Dahlbeck Oct. 23,53 
Wim Holland Dec.,'53 


Oct. 2,'53 


Donald O'Connor-Janet Leigh Dec.,'53 
Jeff Chandler-Maureen O'Hara Jan.,"54 
Gene Barry-Ann Robinson Oct.,"53 
Robert Stack-Joan Taylor Aug. 28,53 
Special Cast Feb. 19,'54 
Scott Brady-Mary Castle Jan. 1,'54 
Hans Albers 

Beverly Michael-Richard Eqan 

Marlon Brando-Mary Murphy 

George Cole-Veronica Hurst 


Van Heflin-Julia Adams 
Barbara Stanwyck-George Sanders 


pr., 
Dan Duryea Jan. 31,'54 


Tyrone Power-Betty Grable (reissue) Nov.,'53 
Jeff Chandler-Rhonda Fleming Apr.,'54 
Andrew Ray-Kathleen Ryan Oct. 4,'53 
Documentary Dec. 2,'53 
Ermanno Randi-Gina Lollobrigida Sept.,'53 
Kirby Grant-Mary E. Kay Jan. 17,54 


83m 


7im 
76m 
7im 


77m 
84m 
45m 
82m 
83m 


93m 


Oct. 


Jan. 


Nov. 


July 
Jan. 


Aug. 


Oct. 
Mar. 


Nov. 
Aug. 


July 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Dec. 
Nov. 


Mar. 
Dec. 
Nov. 
Aug. 


Jan. 


2015 


30 (S)2167 


2087 
1902 
2142 


1949 
2030 
2214 
2069 
1943 


1901 


2006 
2022 


2165 
2189 
1926 
2093 


($)2071 
(S)2215 


2006 


($)2214 


1934 
2085 
2142 
1829 
206! 
2207 
2022 
1935 
2014 
2165 
2014 
1981 


2030 
2077 
2166 


2213 
2094 
2070 
1942 


($}2142 


> 
~ 


o> 
oS) 


> 
nny 


>orO @>> 
— 


>> > 
—~ 


Fair 


Excellent 


Fair 

Fair 

Very Good 
Good 


Average 


Very Good 


Very Good 
Excellent 


Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 


Very Good 


Very Good 
Good 
Fair 
Excellent 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Good 
Excellent 
Very Good 
Good 
Fair 


Fair 
Very Good 
Good 


Fair 


Good 


Fair 


Good 


Fair 


Very Good 
Good 
Excellent 
Good 


Fair 

Good 
Good 
Good 


Very Good 
Fair 


Very Good 
Fair 

Good 
Good 
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FILM BUYERS RATING 


Film buyers of independent circuits in the U. S. rate current 
product on the basis of its performance in their theatres. 
report covers 122 attractions, 5,347 playdates. 


Titles run alphabetically. 


This 


Numerals refer to the number of en- 


gagements on each attraction reported. The tabulation is cumula- 
tive. Dagger (+) denotes attractions published for the first time. 
Asterisk (*) indicates attractions which are listed for the last time. 


EX means Excellent; 
BA—Below Average; PR—Poor. 


Actress, The (MGM) 

All-American (Univ.) 

All the Brothers Were Valiant (MGM). 
Appointment in Honduras (RKO)... 


Back to God's Country (Univ.) 
Bad for Each Other (Col.)...... 
Beachhead (UA) ... 

Beat the Devil (UA) 

Beneath the 12-Mile Reef anes 
Big Heat (Col.) .. ; 
Bigamist, The — 

Blowing Wild (WB) . 

Blueprint for Murder, A (20th- Fox). . 
Border River (Univ.) 

Botany Bay (Para.) 

Boy from Oklahoma (WB) 


Caddy, The (Para.) 

Calamity Jane (WB) 

Captain's Paradise (UA) 

Cease Fire! (Para.) 

City of Bad Men (20th-Fox) 
Command, The (WB) 
Conquest of Cochise (Col. ) 
Crazylegs—All-American (Rep.) 


tCreature from the Black Lagoon (Univ. 


tCrime Wave (WB) 


Decameron Nights (RKO) 
Diamond Queen, The (WB) 


East of Sumatra (Univ.) 

Easy to Love (MGM) 

Eddie Cantor Story (WB) 

Escape from Fort Bravo (MGM) 


Fighter Attack (AA) 

Flight Nurse (Rep.) 

Flight to Tangier auaived 
Forbidden ( Univ.) 

Forever Female (Para.) 

From Here to Eternity (Col.) . 


Give a Girl a Break (MGM)... 
Glass Web, The (Univ.) 

Glenn Miller Story (Univ.) 

Go, Man, Go (UA)... 

Golden Blade, The (Univ.) 
Great Diamond anne (MGM) 
Gun Fury (Col.) .. 


Half a Hero (MGM) 

tHell and High Water (20th- Fox) 
Here Come the Girls (Para.) 

His Majesty O'Keefe (WB) 
Hondo (WB) . 


How to Marry a Millionaire (20th- Fox) i 


Island in the Sky (WB) . 
tlt Should Happen to You (Col.). 


Jesse James vs. The Daltons _— 
Jivaro (Para.) 

Joe Louis Story, The (UA) 
tJubilee Trail (Rep.). 

tJulius Caesar (MGM) . 


m 
x< 


oe as 
“il ti@mlhl—woltil— 


1inr-—-lort— 


_ nN 
N—_NI O——-!1 1 wl ~o 


Co 
o 


o 
eo 


| &AN—POAYL 


AV 


3 
29 
53 
19 


BA 


19 
14 
35 
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16 
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2 
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36 
6 
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34 
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AA—Above Average; AV—Average; 


PR 


35 
14 
3 
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King of the Khyber Rifles (20th-Fox) 
Kiss Me Kate (MGM) 
Knights of the Round Table (MGM) 


*Lili (MGM) 

Lion Is in the Streets, A 
Little Boy Lost (Para.) 
Little Caesar (WB) (Reissue) 
Little Fugitive (Burstyn) 

Long, Long Trailer, The (MGM) 


(WB)... 


Man Between, The (UA) 

Man in the Attic (20th-Fox) 
Marry Me Again (RKO) 
Martin Luther (de Rochemont) 
Miss Sadie Thompson (Col.)} 
Mister Scoutmaster (20th-Fox) 
Mogambo (MGM) 

Money from Home (Para.) 
*Moon Is Blue, The (UA) 
Moonlighter, The (WB) 


Nebraskan, The (Col.) 
99 River Street (UA) 


Paratrooper (Col.) 
Paris Model (Col.) 
Prisoners of the Casbah (Col.) 
Private Eyes (AA) 
Public Enemy (WB) (Reissue) 


Quo Vadis (MGM) (Reissue) 


tRed Garters (Para.) 

Ride Clear of Diablo (Univ. ) 
Riders to the Stars (UA) 
Riot in Cell Block 11 (AA) 
Rob Roy (Disney-RKO) 
Robe, The (20th-Fox) 

Roman Holiday (Para.) 


Saadia (MGM) 

Sabre Jet (UA) 
tSaskatchewan ( Univ.) 

Sea of Lost Ships (Rep.) 
Shane (Para.) 

Shark River (UA) 

tShe Couldn't Say No (RKO) 
Sins of Jezebel (Lippert) 
Sky Commando (Col.) 
Slaves of Babylon (Col.) 

So Big (WB) 

Stand at Apache River (Univ.) 
Steel Lady, The (UA) ... 


Take the High Ground (MGM) 
Taza, Son of Cochise (Univ.) 

Terror on a Train (MGM) 

Those Redheads from Seattle (Para.) 
Three Sailors and a Girl (WB) 
Three Young Texans (20th-Fox) 
Thunder over the Plains (WB) 

tTop Banana (UA) 

Torch Song (MGM) 

Tumbleweed ( Univ.) 


Veils of Bagdad (Univ.) ... 
Vicki (20th-Fox) 


Walking My Baby Back Home ( Univ.) 
War Arrow ( Univ.) 

War of the Worlds (Para.) 

Wild One (Col.) . 

Wings of the Hawk (Univ.) 
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‘Drive A Crooked Road’ 
Seen As Sleeper Of 
The Year 


The sleeper of the year so far 
(i.e., an unexpected bonus for 
film-goers) 1s an electrifying crime 


thriller. This is Columbia’s‘Drive 
A Crooked Road, ‘acted (but 


not overacted) by Mickey 
Rooney with Dianne Foster 


and Kevin McCarthy. A 


nearly perfect thing of its | 
kind. | 
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